HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
I HEREBY GIVE YOU NOTICE that a meeting of the Council will be held at Hexham
House, Gilesgate, Hexham NE46 3NH on Monday 8 July 2019 at 6.45pm, when the
following items will be discussed:
AGENDA
1. Council to hear questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the

agenda or relating to Hexham.
2. Apologies for Absence.
3. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 10 June 2019,
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

enclosed.
Matters arising not on the agenda – for report only, if any.
Mayor’s announcements.
Declarations of interest (see enclosed).
To agree accounts for payment (list enclosed).
Presentation from Mr Rob Murfin, Head of Planning Services,
Northumberland County Council.
To agree the 2019/20 Action Plan (see enclosed).
To note the draft minutes (attached) of Committee meetings held in June.
To consider any correspondence received.
Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meeting’s discretion.
(Matters to be raised under this item should be written out (if possible) and
handed to the Chairman of the meeting or the Town Clerk before the
meeting begins.)

Jane Kevan
Town Clerk
2 July 2019

Hexham Town Council
Council Office
St Andrew’s Cemetery
West Road
Hexham
NE46 3RR
Tel: 01434 609575
Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Hagenda0719
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10 JUNE 2019

7292.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS:
A69 DEVELOPMENT: A local resident asked if there was any update on this.
Councillor Homer advised there was a meeting on Friday 14 June and
information would be available after that.
BEALES: A local resident asked if the Council was making any arrangements
regarding the pending loss of the store. Councillor Homer advised this is being
considered by the County Council.
HEXHAM MARKET PLACE: A local resident asked about the delay following the
consultation on possible designs. Councillor Cessford advised that the County
Council would be releasing a report the following day.
CLIMATE EMERGENCY: A local resident asked if the Town Council would be
making a declaration. It was noted that there is a Council working group looking
at sustainability
PUBLIC TOILETS: A local resident noted that the County Council is looking at
these.
OLD BUS STATION: A local resident asked if anything is happening with this.
Councillor Homer advised it is but nothing may be made public yet because of
commercial sensitivity.
RECORDING OF MEETING. It was noted that the meeting was being recorded
for www.hexhamtv.com.

7293.

JUNE COUNCIL MEETING: Councillor R Hull, the Town Mayor, then opened the
Council meeting. Present were Councillors S Ball, T Cessford, J Ord, E Green, C
Hanley, J V R Hare, T Pearson, T Dodds, C R Homer and D Kennedy.

7294.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were given on behalf of Councillors Bell and
Gillanders.

7295.

MINUTES: The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 13
May 2019, having been circulated, were AGREED, with an amendment (minute
7275) to add Councillor Ball rather than Councillor Green to the Finance and
General Purposes Committee and for him rather than Councillor Green to be
listed on the Planning and Infrastructure Committee.

7296.

MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising.

7297.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING: The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 8
May 2019 were received.

7298.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. For information Councillor Hull advised the
meeting:
a. EGGER UK. He had visited on 14 May with Councillors Ball and
Gillanders and representatives from the Community Partnership. He
hopes Egger’s involvement with the town will increase.
b. FIFTH FUSILIERS. He had met with representatives on 20 May together
with Councillor Gillanders. A requested parade next April will be
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considered by the Community Engagement Committee.
c. WEBSITE: Also on 20 May, he and Councillor Gillanders had met with the
new website provider. He hopes the new site will be ready soon to be
shown to all the Councillors and then be launched.
d. TOWN AND COUNTY COUNCILS’ LIAISON MEETING: With Councillors
Gillanders and Dodds, on 22 May he had been to this useful meeting.
Various issues were raised including street lighting, trees and cleansing.
e. HEXHAM TASTE FESTIVAL: Later on 22 May, with Councillor Gillanders,
he had attended a meeting with representatives of Local IQ. However, the
Event Manager has since resigned and he is waiting to hear if it might be
possible for Hexham Community Partnership to take over the event.
f. D DAY: At 6.30am on 6 June he was privileged to lay a wreath at the War
Memorial to commemorate the involvement of service personnel from
Hexham.
g. TOWN TWINNING VISIT: He was pleased to host a reception on 8 June
at the Beaumont Hotel to welcome the Deputy Mayor and 45 other visitors
from Noyon and their Hexham hosts. He noted various other activities took
place, including a visit to Tynemouth and a ceilidh.
Councillor Cessford noted Colonel Gent, formerly 3RHA Commanding Officer at
Albemarle, was recently promoted. It was AGREED that the Mayor will contact
him and his wife to thank them for their work. It was also AGREED to pass on the
Council’s best wishes to Councillor Gillanders’ wife, Edwina, following a recent
accident whilst on holiday.
Councillor Dodds noted, following the liaison meeting, that the new bus station
clock is now accurate.
7299.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.

7300.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: It was AGREED to authorise payments in
accordance with the list that had been circulated and attached to the agenda.

7301.

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTS STATEMENTS 2018/2019: It was
noted that the Council must approve annual governance and accounting
statements for the year ending 31 March 2019 and then submit them to its
external auditors, PKF Littlejohn. It was AGREED to approve the following annual
governance statement and annual accounting statement.

Annual Governance Statement 2018/2019
We acknowledge as the members of Hexham Town Council
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of
internal control, including arrangements for the preparation of
the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our
knowledge and belief, with respect to the Accounting
Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

The statements below
mean the Council has:

We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of the
accounting statements.

Prepared the accounting
statements in
accordance with the
Accounts and Audit
Regulations.
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Yes

We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and
corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there
are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant
financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.
We provided proper opportunity during the year for the
exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements
of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this smaller
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks,
including the introduction of internal controls and/or external
insurance cover where required.
We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective
system of internal audit of the accounting records and control
systems.

We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports
from internal and external audit.

We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during
or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority
and, where appropriate have, included them in the accounting
statements.
Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole
managing trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial
reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit.

Made proper
arrangements and
accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the
public money and
resources in its charge.
Has only done what it
has the legal power to
do and has complied
with Proper Practices in
doing so.
During the year gave all
persons interested the
opportunity to inspect
and ask questions about
this authority’s accounts.
Considered and
documented the
financial and other risks
it faces and has dealt
with them properly.
Arranged for a
competent person,
independent of the
financial controls and
procedures, to give an
objective view on
whether internal controls
meet the needs of this
smaller authority.
Responded to matters
brought to its attention
by internal and external
audit.

Yes

Disclosed everything it
should have about its
business activity during
the year including
events taking place after
the year end, if relevant.
The Council is not a sole
managing trustee of any
local trust or trusts.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

N/A

Annual Accounting Statement
Balances B/F

Y/E 31/03/18 (£)
192,671

Y/E 31/03/19 (£)
151,665

+ Annual precept

306,875

318,000

+ Total other receipts

167,765

159,603

[-] Staff costs

156,543

155,098
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Balance at
year start
Precept
received
All income
less precept
All costs for
staff

[-] Loan interest/capital
repayments

19,617

9,903

[-] All other payments

339,486

272,895

= Balance C/F

151,665

191,372

121,966

178,674

Bank balances

1,541,425

1,541,154

Total borrowings

182,862

181,129

Fixed assets
[Premises
etc.]
Total due
PWLB loans

Trust funds

None

None

Note: vat debtor
Total cash/short term
investments
Total fixed assets& long
term investments

Capital &
Interest on
loans
Payments less
staff and
loans
Balance at
year end

The annual accounting statement is certified and signed: “I, Jane Kevan, RFO,
certify that for the year ending 31 March 2019 the accounting statement presents
fairly the financial position of the Council and its income and expenditure.”
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Annual Internal Audit Report for 2018/19
This authority’s internal auditor, acting independently and on the basis of an
assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with
relevant procedures and controls to be in operation during the financial year
ended 31 March 2019.
The internal audit for 2018/19 has been carried out in accordance with this
authority’s needs and planned coverage. On the basis of the findings in the
areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the
internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control
objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority.
Internal control objective
Appropriate accounting records have been kept properly throughout the
financial year.
This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported
by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.
This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and
reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage these.
The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary
process; progress against the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves
were appropriate.
Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly
recorded and promptly banked, and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash
expenditure was approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.
Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance
with this authority’s approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly
applied.
Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly
maintained.
Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried out.
Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct
accounting basis (receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed
to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying records
and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.
Trust funds. The Council met its responsibilities as a trustee.
Internal Audit carried out by Mark Bradley (Stokoe Rodger and Co.)
rd
Signed this 23 day of May 2019
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Agreed?
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Not applicable

7302.

DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES: The draft minutes for meetings of the Planning
& Infrastructure and Community Engagement Committees held in May 2019
were NOTED.

7303.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. (Note: wherever possible, all
communications addressed to the Council are circulated to Councillors for
information as and when received.)
a. HEXHAM POLICE STATION: It was noted that Councillors had been
circulated information on refurbishment and a temporary enquiry office
in a portacabin.
b. NALC TRAINING COURSES: It was noted that Councillors had been
circulated information on pending courses.
c. EMERGENCY FIRST AID AT WORK: It was noted that Councillors
had been circulated information on this course being run at St
Andrew’s Cemetery on 12 June. It was further noted that other Town
and Parish Councils have been advised of this course and this should
be extended to other organisations such as Hexham Community
Partnership.
d. TYNEDALE HOSPICE AT HOME: It was noted that Councillors had
been circulated information on a Summer Evening Reception & Open
Garden Event on 5 July. It was further noted this is a very good cause.
e. WEED SPRAYING: It was noted that Councillors had been circulated
information on the County Council’s weed control programme.
f. NORTHUMBERLAND LOCAL PLAN: It was noted that Councillors had
been circulated information on the Local Plan Submission and the
invitation to Town and Parish Councils to be involved in the next,
formal stages of creating a new Plan for the County. It was further
noted that it is hoped the new Director of Planning will be able to
attend the July Full Council meeting.

7304.

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: It was NOTED that the
planned meeting for 6.00pm on 26 June had been deferred to 6.30pm on 27
June.

7305.

OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT: It was NOTED that the equipment at Tyne
Green, partly funded by the Town Council and partly by a grant from the County
Council, is being installed. Publicity for this when ready to use is being planned.

7306.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Council will be held on 8 July 2019 at
6.45pm at Hexham House, Hexham.

Chairman ………………………………………………
Signed as a correct record of the minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2019
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012
Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under
consideration.
To do so Councillors must use one of the following statements: “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest

in…………………………………………………. (for example) Agenda item
3, Planning application number 14/1234”.
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply).
 “I have a disclosable personal interest

in………………………………………………….... (for example) Agenda item
4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies).
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the
definitions of (A) pecuniary interest and (B) other personal interest and their
obligations when declaring any such interests.
To ensure Councillors’ interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above
statements when declaring an interest.
NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter
or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a
dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it
but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 8 JULY 2019
Payments are authorised by LGA 1972 s14, 144, 145, 214 or 215 or PCA 1957
Payee

Detail

Safe and
Secure 24
HSBC

Alarm systems 24
hour monitoring
Bank charges
(May)
Diesel (June)
Accounts (June)

Malthurst Ltd
EE & T
Mobile
Ford Lease

Monthly payment
for Transit Tipper
Came &
Annual premium
Company
for Council
Local Council insurance
Insurance
Stokoe
Internal audit fee
Rodger LLP
Distco Ltd t/a Hex-Press
Accent
distribution
Distribution
Services
Task-It
Chewing gum
removal and town
centre cleansing
T Dodd
Work on roofs and
gutters at
Cemetery
Broxap
Seat
Limited
J&J Stanley
Skip at Quatre
Ltd
Bras (May)
NCC
Clerk mileage
(8/18-3/19)
NCC (wages May
and PAYE)
NCC
May
(pension
fund)
NCC (payroll 5 payslips @
admin fee)
£4.167 (May)
Viking
Copier paper
Viking
Hand towels, toilet
roll, air fresheners

Amount VAT

Net

Cheque
number
13.00 DD

Ref.

19.70 DD

5060

15.60

2.60

19.70

0

344.44
47.30

57.41
7.88

287.03 Visa
39.42 DD

7310
5010

366.00

61.00

305.00 DD

7315

5871.62

0

5871.62 BACS

7420

1578.00

263.00

1315.00 BACS

6000

199.33

33.22

166.11 BACS

7840

5400.00

900.00

4500.00 BACS

4020

700.00

0

700.00 BACS

7380

799.20

133.20

666.00 BACS

7130

252.00

42.00

210.00 BACS

7020

50.01

1.87

48.14 BACS

6020

10505.33

0

10505.33 BACS

6020

1874.44

0

1874.44 BACS

6030

25.01

4.17

20.84 BACS

6020

43.08
129.89

7.18
21.65

35.90 BACS
108.24 BACS

5030
7330

Page 9 of 27

7380

Laba & Davy
Ltd
Easy Hire
North East Ltd

Easy Hire
North East Ltd

Lloyd Ltd
NCC (wages
and PAYE)
NCC
(pension
fund)
NCC (payroll
admin fee)
Down to
Earth
Nicholson
Portnell
BNP Paribas
Leasing
Solutions
Valerie
Leverett
Henderson &
Harrison Ltd
RoSPA Play
Safety Ltd
CJL Fenwick
Millennium
Quest
Limited
David Dixon
Ltd
David Dixon
Ltd
Matthew
Charlton
Matthew
Charlton
Matthew
Charlton
TOTALS

Town Twinning
reception 8/6/19
Tower hire for
chapel roof repair
Angle grinder hire
and purchase of
diamond blade for
chapel roof repair
Service and parts
for grasscutter
June

250.00

41.67

208.33 BACS

7870

92.80

15.47

77.33 BACS

7380

40.55

6.76

33.79 BACS

7380

685.77

114.29

571.48 BACS

7320

10504.58

0

10504.58 BACS

6020

June

1874.44

0

1874.44 BACS

6030

25.01

4.17

20.84 BACS

6020

23.98

3.99

19.99 Visa

7330

Legal advice re:
phone contracts
Hire of phones, etc

268.80

44.80

224.00 BACS

6095

243.60

40.60

203.00 DD

5040

24 Headstone
fixing saddles
Cemetery Lodge
boiler and solid
fuel stove services
Annual play area
and Skatepark
inspections
Play area and
Skatepark repairs
Storage of C’mas
decorations 6/18 –
6/20
Strimmer cord

883.20

147.20

736.00 BACS

7340

419.22

69.87

349.35 BACS

7380

821.40

136.90

684.50 BACS

7200

290.00

0

290.00 BACS

7190

702.00

117.00

585.00 BACS

7040

49.00

8.17

40.83 BACS

7320

Strimmer head

48.58

8.10

40.48 BACS

7320

Paint (exterior of
Chapel)
Sand and cement
(for Chapel ridge)
Paint (for gutters)

24.58

4.10

20.48 BACS

7380

12.81

2.14

10.67 BACS

7380

62.92

10.49

52.43 BACS

7380

17323.24

775.72

5 payslips @
£4.167 (June)
Growmore
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16547.52

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 8 JULY 2019
Payee
Balance b/f
Ashbourne
House
Antiques
Balance fwd

Detail
Town Twinning
Gift

Amount
36.00

VAT

Net
0

Cheque
number

2176.15
36.00 BACS

Ref.
5080

2140.15

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL – INCOME – JUNE 2019
Credit from

Detail

Various
Various
Setna X & L
(Mazzeh)
E Adam

Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Christmas Market
fee
Christmas Market
fee
Cemetery charges
Christmas Market
fee

Various
Door to the
Hexham
Christmas 2
Andrew
Pentland
Travelling
Bee Co.
Various
Various
Various
NCC
Various
TOTAL

Christmas Market
fee
Christmas Market
fee
Cemetery charges
Christmas Market
fees
Cemetery charges
Interactive speed
sign (West Road)
Cemetery charges

Amount

Invoice
reference

Date

Ref.

625.00
330.00
130.00

HDW2019/35
2 Fixing saddles

050619
050619
110618

4010
4010
5130

130618

5130

140619
140618

4010
5130

100.00

180618

5130

100.00

180618

5130

100.00
1435.00
100.00

HD2019/36

190.00
2070.00

HDW2019/37

180619
180618

4010
5130

945.00
3982.00

HD2019/38

200619
250619

4010
7160

1435.00

HD2019/39

260619

4010

11542.00
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Hexham Neighbourhood Plan 2019/20
(As at 30 June 2019)
Budget

Expense
(net)

Detail

Date

Cheque
No.

£1200.00

Planning Consultant fee

Balance owed
from 2018/2019
(paid 2/5/2019)

BACS

£5000.00
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Balance
£5000.00
£3800.00

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL ACTION PLAN 2019/20
The Council is asked to agree the following action plan, as revised by the Finance
and General Purposes Committee on 27 June 2019.
The actions marked with an * indicate actions that had been expected to be
completed in 2018/19, and actions marked with a # are new and specific to 2019/20.
Action
* Implement the
Hexham
Neighbourhood
Plan

Objective
The plan was delayed by the need
for a full strategic environmental
assessment and a second townwide consultation on identified sites
for housing being required. Once
adopted, the Hexham
Neighbourhood Plan will contain
planning policies and site allocations
which will be used by County
Council planning officers when
making decisions on planning
applications in Hexham.

Budget
2019/2020
£5000
(reference
5600)

Timescale
The plan was
submitted to NCC
on 22 March to
be examined,
modified if
required, and for
a referendum to
be arranged.

* Provide
outdoor gym
equipment at
Tyne Green

The aim is to provide a type of
equipment new to Hexham, and to
enhance both the available sporting
facilities at Tyne Green and promote
fitness.

S106 funding was
granted in March
and the
installation is to
be completed in
June 2019.

* Review the
Town Council
website

The website needs to be
modernised, simplified and be made
more user friendly.

2019/2020
£10000 +
approx. £35000
carried forward
(reference
5094), plus
s106 funding
2018/2019
£3000
(reference
7830)

# Work with
NCC and
stakeholders in
the town to
develop a plan
to regenerate
the primary
shopping area
# Retain the
Green Flag
Award for the
Cemetery

The aim is to improve the central
shopping area of the town

# Update the
Welcome to
Hexham signs

These are faded and may be out of
date.

The Cemetery was awarded this on
the first attempt for 2018/19. The
aim now is to continue to promote it
as well managed and maintained.
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Work in progress

To complete in
summer 2019

2019/20
£20000
(reference
5100)

Entry submitted
in January 2019.
Mystery shop/
unannounced
inspection due in
the summer.

# All Councillors
to attend at
least one
training session

The Council’s Training Policy notes,
as a voluntary organisation, the
Council values the time given by its
Councillors to their community. The
policy is aimed at maximising the
rewards from that time by ensuring
that Councillors understand and
enjoy the role they undertake in their
community and are properly
equipped for it.
The current Hex-Press does not
reflect or inform on what the Town
Council does. The method of
circulation also needs to be
reviewed.

2019/20
£2000
(reference
6080)

Facilitate a
Hexham Taste
event

To consider a third food festival
event.

Arrange

These are annual events.

2019/20
£3500 from the
£5000 budget
(reference
5130)
2019/2020
£2500
(reference
7800)

# Review the
Hex-Press/
Council
newsletter

Remembrancetide

events in
support of the
RBL
commemoration
events
Arrange a
Christmas
Lights SwitchOn event
Enhance and
improve
Christmas
lighting
Maintain
Council links
with Hexham in
Bloom by
having a
Council
representative

This is an annual event to promote
community engagement.
To continue to add to and enhance
the Christmas lighting in Hexham
(this year in Gilesgate) and also
have “winter lights” in the park
switched on Oct-Feb/March.
Support where possible.
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2019/20
£1200
(reference
7840)

2019/2020
£500
(reference
7065)
2019/2020
£26000
(reference
7040)
2019/2020
£800
(reference
7850)
NB Grant Aid of
£1000 awarded
for 2019/20

A meeting has
been held with a
potential new
editor. There will
be one further
edition in the
current format
and the first
edition in a new
style in
September 2019.
To be held in
2020.

Start planning in
July.

Start planning in
August/
September.
Agreed in
January.

on the
committee
* Monitor and
lobby
Northumberland
County Council
regarding car
parking facilities
in Hexham

Present/expected loss of 500 longterm parking spaces in Hexham.
Northumberland County Council
need to provide 500 spaces asap.
HTC actively engaged.

On-going

* Have a Tier 1
or 2 risk
assessment of
the potential for
groundwater
pollution carried
out for the
Cemetery
Develop a
sustainability
plan
Support tourism

To consider the extension of current
burial arrangements was in last
year’s action plan. Advice was given
that this assessment must be
carried out before any purchase of
land, etc.

This has started
and should be
completed in
summer 2019

Promote the
Council’s Grant
Aid scheme

Initiated by the Planning &
Infrastructure Committee to protect
bees and other wildlife
Make full use of the dedicated
tourism budget.

2019/2020
£10000
(reference
6096)
7 applications were received in 2018 2019/2020
for 2019/20 (two long-term grants
£12100
had been awarded in 2017).
(reference
6050), £40000
(reference
6062) and
£25000
(reference
6064)

Address public
toilet provision
in Hexham

The Town Council pays for the Sele
toilets to remain open in winter.

Look after
planters in the
town centre

Maintained by HTC staff.
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2019/20
£2000
(reference
5120)

DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN JUNE 2019

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 7 JUNE 2019
1120.

PRESENT: Councillor R Hull in the Chair and Councillors J V R Hare and J
Ord.

1121.

PRESENTATION: Members were advised of application 19/01296/FUL by
Stephen Day, Land & Development Director, McCarthy & Stone and Andrew
Mangan, Design Consultant, and asked questions including some relating to
the design, affordable housing and methods of construction.

1122.

CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor T G E Gillanders be elected
Committee Chairman.

1123.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was NOTED the 2019/20 Committee members
are Councillors R Hull, T G E Gillanders, J V R Hare, J Ord, C Hanley, S Ball
and D Bell.

1124.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Bell, Hanley
and Gillanders.

1125.

MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 7 May 2019, having been
circulated, were AGREED.

1126.

MATTERS ARISING:
a) RECYCLING BINS (minute 1110e refers). A quote was noted and it
was AGREED to get at least one more quote.
b) STREET LIGHTS (minute 1101a and action refers). It was noted that
to date there had been no response from an NCC Officer regarding
why the lights in Hexham reduce to 50% light output after midnight but
do not visibly dim.
c) WEED CLEARANCE (minute 1110g and action log refers). It was
AGREED to defer discussing this with the Operations Manager until
the next meeting, although to advise him of Weeding Tech as an
alternative to glycosulphate.
d) FAIRFIELD SITE (minute 1117 and action log refers). Councillor Ord
advised the Police Authority are subject to best value.
e) HEXHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL (minute 1118 and action log refers). It
was NOTED that a consultation response had been sent.

1127.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.

1128.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there was no objections to, or
comments on, the applications received in accordance with the list circulated
and attached to the agenda, except in respect of:
 19/01572/LBC (3 St Mary’s Chare) but would prefer another colour to
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pink.
19/01296/FUL (McCarthy & Stone): the Council welcomes the
principle of this site being developed for retirement homes and the
contribution this would make to the town but has serious concerns
regarding the privacy and impact on Peth Head residents, as
demonstrated by their petition received by the County Council on 29th
May. Their concerns must be addressed. Also, the design should be
compatible with the Old Workhouse application (19/01380/FUL). The
Council also has concerns regarding no references to sustainability,
affordable housing, access from Corbridge Road and into the
McCardle site, and consider a way to reduce the impact of the
frontage should be made and the wall at the back should not be
raised.
19/00277/FUL (land north east of Tesco): the Council welcomes the
improvements to the materials of the building but considers more
thought could be given to the connectivity of the site to the rest of the
town and railway station.
19/01082/LBC (land north east of Tesco): the Council notes the
Conservation Officer’s comments but believes, in the wider interests
of developing the site, to not object but note that the wall should be
rebuilt sympathetically.
18/04159/OUT (land west of Villa Roma): the Council objects on the
grounds of overlooking/loss of privacy and overshadowing.
19/01224/FUL (Bog Acre Cottage): the Council does not object but
access for the bus route must be ensured.
19/01462/FUL (land east of East Lodge): the Council does not object
subject to taking account of potential flood risk.
19/01380/FUL (Old Workhouse): the Council is happy in principle with
the proposed development which it believes to be of substantial
importance to the town, subject to the various conditions and
considerations proposed by the relevant County council bodies being
addressed.

1129.

BLUE SKY RESORTS LTD, HEATHERGATE: It was NOTED that the
application relating to the extension and alterations to the existing office
building will be considered at the Local Area Council – Tynedale meeting on
11 June. The Town Council objected to this application in April 2019 on the
grounds of this being an unacceptable intrusion into the green belt.
Correspondence from a local resident regarding a related application to allow
a 12 month habitation period was also noted (the Town Council did not
object to that application).

1130.

LAND EAST OF 1 BYWELL AVENUE: It was noted that the application
19/00809/FUL had been withdrawn.

1131.

43 HENCOTES: It was noted that the applications 19/00103/FUL and
19/00104/LBC had been withdrawn.

1132.

FAIRFIELDS, LOWGATE: It was noted that the application 18/03935/FUL
Page 17 of 27

had been withdrawn.
1133.

LAND AT 16 ELVASTON ROAD: A copy of the confirmation notification with
regard to a TPO was noted.

1134.

SPEED WARNING SIGN AT WEST ROAD: It was noted that a replacement
for this broken sign was being funded by Councillor Kennedy’s member’s
allowance.

1135.

SPEED WARNING SIGN AT CORBRIDGE ROAD: It was noted that this sign
has been broken for some time. It was AGREED to arrange for it to be
removed.

1136.

PIGEON CREES: It was noted that at a lot of pigeon feed bags were found
during recent Priestlands area litter pick. It was AGREED to send a warning
letter to all the pigeon cree tenants.

1137.

INSURANCE: The offer of a three year agreement through Came &
Company was considered and AGREED.

1138.

SCAG V-RIDE GRASSCUTTER: It was AGREED to defer consideration of
the purchase of this to the next meeting.

1139.

SEATS AT PRIESTLANDS: It was AGREED to defer consideration of the
requested purchase of these to the next meeting.

1140.

HEXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: It was AGREED to invite Dave Clegg,
Chair of the Steering Group, to the next meeting.

1141.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be
held on Monday 1 July at 10.00am in the Council Office, St Andrew’s
Cemetery, Hexham.
Action Log

Obtain at least one further quote for recycling bins (minute
1126a)
Invite the Operations Manager to the next meeting (minute
1126c)
Complete the necessary forms and confirm the order for a
sign at West Road (minute 1134)
Arrange for the Corbridge Road sign to be removed
(minute 1135)
Write to the pigeon cree tenants (minute 1136)
Invite Dave Clegg to the next meeting (minute 1140)
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Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 24 JUNE 2019
502.

PRESENT: Councillor T Pearson in the Chair and Councillors R Hull, S
Ball, T Dodds, D Bell, T G E Gillanders, T Cessford and C Hanley.

503.

CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor Pearson remain
Committee Chairman.

504.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was NOTED the 2019/20 Committee
members are Councillors T Pearson, R Hull, S Ball, T Dodds, D Bell, T
G E Gillanders, T Cessford, C Hanley and C R Homer.

505.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor C R
Homer.

506.

HEXHAM MARKET: The NCC Markets Manager, Neil Brown, outlined
the “week’s free” scheme which was having limited interest and takeup. He agreed that the scheme was not widely known and agreed to
forward details to the Committee. He agreed that a market dedicated to
schools, charities, clubs, voluntary organisations might gain some
support but stated that he did not have enough time to organise such
an event and that it should come from the town, although he (or Geoff
Cairns) would be happy to co-ordinate stall bookings. He confirmed that
a Continental Market is arranged for 30th August to 1st September. He
agreed that while there was always something on in Hexham on
Saturdays, there was little to attract the traders on a Tuesday.

507.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 7 May 2019, having been circulated,
were AGREED.

508.

MATTERS ARISING:
a. HEXHAM BELLMAN (minute 497c and action log refers).
Councillor Ball advised that the design and colours of the
costume were still under review by the Guild of Town Criers and
asked Councillor Hanley to join the small group working on the
project.
b. TAKE PRIDE IN HEXHAM (minute 497d refers). It was noted
that CGRS had now completed the deep clean of the nominated
streets and this had made a huge difference. It was AGREED
that this should be considered for an annual budget.
c. HEXHAM TASTE FESTIVAL (minute 497f refers). It was noted
that the festival will now not take place due to the withdrawal of
the organisers.
d. REGENERATION OF HEXHAM MEETING (minute 497e refers).
This action is now completed.
e. PUBLICISE THE WINTER LIGHTS (minute 488a refers). This
will continue to be publicised.
f. SOCIAL MEDIA (minute 488d refers). Councillor Cessford
Page 19 of 27

advised he had approached QEHS and was awaiting a
response. He asked that this item be placed on the September
agenda.
509.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were
made.

510.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE: It was AGREED that this
Sub-Committee continue and that the members for 2019/20 are
Councillors R Hull, T G E Gillanders, T Pearson and T Cessford and
Messrs. T Robson, P Clark, G Robinson and J Dumbrell.

511.

NEW WEBSITE: It was AGREED that any decision on the website
would be deferred until further information was available.

512.

HEXHAM IN BLOOM: It was AGREED that Councillor J Ord represent
the Town Council.

513.

TOWN TWINNING COMMITTEE: It was AGREED that Councillor J Ord
represent the Town Council.

514.

AOB
a) It was agreed that the Consultative Document on the Market Place
be referred to the Full Council and NOTED.
b) It was NOTED that the new sports equipment at Tyne Green is
almost completely installed and awaits a formal opening by a sports
personality.
c) It was NOTED that in 2010 the town will be celebrating the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day and suggestions on the nature of the occasion
was produced by NALC.
d) Armed Forces Day will be celebrated on 27th June and Councillor
Hull will liaise with RHA to establish their involvement.
e) The Fifth Fusiliers will march through Hexham to exercise their rights
to the Freedom of the town on 23rd April, St George’s Day.
f) It was noted that Hexham Local History Society paid a visit to St
Andrew’s cemetery on 19th May and were impressed by all they saw.
g) Councillor Hull recommended that a representative of the Mayor’s
Guild of Guides be asked to address the Town Council and this was
AGREED.

515.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will
be held on Wednesday 17 July 2019 at 6.00pm in the Council Office, St
Andrew's Cemetery, Hexham.
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT REMEMBRANCE DAY
SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 24 JUNE 2019
290.

PRESENT: Councillors R Hull, T G E Gillanders, T Pearson, T
Cessford, S Ball and C Hanley together with Mr T Robson.

291.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Bell and
Homer, Mr P Clark, Mr G Robinson and Mr J Dumbrell.

292.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 14 November 2018, having been
circulated, were confirmed.

293.

MATTERS ARISING: As a consequence of a new political year, the
proposal by Councillor Hull supported by Councillor Cessford that
Councillor Gillanders be appointed Chairman of this Sub-Committee
was AGREED.
.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were
made.

294.

295. 168. DIARY DATES.
a. Battle of Britain Day – 7 July 2019, 11.00am (to be
confirmed) at the RAF window Hexham Abbey.
b. War Graves Remembrance ceremony – 10.15am on 9
November 2019.
c. Laying of a poppy wreath at the Hexham Hospital Chapel
War Memorial – 11.45am on 9 November 2019.
d. Remembrance Sunday Parade – 10 November 2019.
e. St George’s Day Parade by the Fifth Fusiliers – 18 April
2020
f. Anzac Day – 25 April 2020.
g. VE Day – 8 May 2020.
h. Armed Forces Day – 27 June 2020.
296.

REMEMBRANCE EVENTS 2019. The following were noted:
a. Due to the absence of the Clerk all points raised at the last
review were deferred. It was AGREED that the Clerk,
Councillor Gillanders and Mr Robson would examine the
review further and bring back proposals to the SubCommittee.
b. It was AGREED that the theme for the Remembrance
weekend should be about the effects on Hexham as a result
of the return of the combatants following the 2018 Armistice
and the signing of the peace settlement in 1919.

297.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Sub-Committee
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meeting will be held on 16 July at 6.00pm in the Council Office, St
Andrew’s Cemetery, Hexham.

Action Log
Buy more artificial grass (minute 288k)
Prepare a plan (minute 288l)
Have a meeting (minute 296a)

Clerk
Operations Manager
Clerk, Councillor Gillanders,
Mr Robson

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 27 JUNE 2019
566.

PRESENT: Councillors R Hull, T G E Gillanders, T Cessford, T Pearson, T
Dodds, S Ball, J Ord and C R Homer.

567.

CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor R Hull remain the Committee
Chairman.

568.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was NOTED the 2019/20 Committee members
are Councillors R Hull, S Ball, T G E Gillanders, T Pearson, J Ord, J M
Graham, T Cessford, C R Homer and T Dodds.

569.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor J M Graham.

570.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 30 April 2019, having been circulated, were
AGREED.

571.

MATTERS ARISING:
a) EMERGENCY PLAN (minute 559a and action log refers). It was
AGREED to forward some information sent by Councillor Cessford to
all members of the Committee.
b) BUSINESS BANKING OPTIONS (minute 559b and action log refers).
It was AGREED that Councillor Ball and the Clerk will meet asap
regarding the amount to be invested.
c) FUNDING REQUEST (minute 559c and action log refers). It was
AGREED to progress a meeting with interested parties so there is a
cohesive approach, and to ask for a breakdown of costs.
d) UNUSED BUDGETS (minute 562 refers). It was noted that all
Committee Chairman should monitor their budgets at each meeting of
their committees.
e) ANPR CAMERA (minute 563 and action log refers). It was noted that
a response had been sent on 7 May. It was AGREED to contact
Northumbria Police again for any update.
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572.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillors T Cessford and C R Homer
declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda items 9 and 10 and a funding
request.

573.

FINANCIAL REPORT: The bank statement and account reconciliation
together with the 2019/20 budget report to 31 May 2019 were received and
accepted. Copies are attached to the minutes.

574.

2019/2020 ACTION PLAN: A revised plan was reviewed and it was AGREED
to recommend the following Action Plan to the Council for agreement at its
next meeting.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL ACTION PLAN 2019/20
The actions marked with an * indicate actions that had been expected to be
completed in 2018/19, and actions marked with a # are new and specific to 2019/20.
Action
* Implement the
Hexham
Neighbourhood
Plan

Objective
The plan was delayed by the need
for a full strategic environmental
assessment and a second townwide consultation on identified sites
for housing being required. Once
adopted, the Hexham
Neighbourhood Plan will contain
planning policies and site allocations
which will be used by County
Council planning officers when
making decisions on planning
applications in Hexham.

Budget
2019/2020
£5000
(reference
5600)

Timescale
The plan was
submitted to NCC
on 22 March to
be examined,
modified if
required, and for
a referendum to
be arranged.

* Provide
outdoor gym
equipment at
Tyne Green

The aim is to provide a type of
equipment new to Hexham, and to
enhance both the available sporting
facilities at Tyne Green and promote
fitness.

S106 funding was
granted in March
and the
installation is to
be completed in
June 2019.

* Review the
Town Council
website

The website needs to be
modernised, simplified and be made
more user friendly.

2019/2020
£10000 +
approx. £35000
carried forward
(reference
5094), plus
s106 funding
2018/2019
£3000
(reference
7830)

# Work with
NCC and
stakeholders in
the town to
develop a plan
to regenerate
the primary
shopping area
# Retain the
Green Flag
Award for the
Cemetery

The aim is to improve the central
shopping area of the town

# Update the
Welcome to
Hexham signs
# All Councillors
to attend at
least one

These are faded and may be out of
date.

The Cemetery was awarded this on
the first attempt for 2018/19. The
aim now is to continue to promote it
as well managed and maintained.

The Council’s Training Policy notes,
as a voluntary organisation, the
Council values the time given by its
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Work in progress

To complete in
summer 2019

2019/20
£20000
(reference
5100)

2019/20
£2000
(reference

Entry submitted
in January 2019.
Mystery shop/
unannounced
inspection due in
the summer.

training session

Councillors to their community. The
policy is aimed at maximising the
rewards from that time by ensuring
that Councillors understand and
enjoy the role they undertake in their
community and are properly
equipped for it.
The current Hex-Press does not
reflect or inform on what the Town
Council does. The method of
circulation also needs to be
reviewed.

6080)

Facilitate a
Hexham Taste
event

To consider a third food festival
event.

Arrange

These are annual events.

2019/20
£3500 from the
£5000 budget
(reference
5130)
2019/2020
£2500
(reference
7800)

# Review the
Hex-Press/
Council
newsletter

Remembrancetide

events in
support of the
RBL
commemoration
events
Arrange a
Christmas
Lights SwitchOn event
Enhance and
improve
Christmas
lighting
Maintain
Council links
with Hexham in
Bloom by
having a
Council
representative
on the
committee

This is an annual event to promote
community engagement.
To continue to add to and enhance
the Christmas lighting in Hexham
(this year in Gilesgate) and also
have “winter lights” in the park
switched on Oct-Feb/March.
Support where possible.
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2019/20
£1200
(reference
7840)

2019/2020
£500
(reference
7065)
2019/2020
£26000
(reference
7040)
2019/2020
£800
(reference
7850)
NB Grant Aid of
£1000 awarded
for 2019/20

A meeting has
been held with a
potential new
editor. There will
be one further
edition in the
current format
and the first
edition in a new
style in
September 2019.
To be held in
2020.

Start planning in
July.

Start planning in
August/
September.
Agreed in
January.

* Monitor and
lobby
Northumberland
County Council
regarding car
parking facilities
in Hexham

Present/expected loss of 500 longterm parking spaces in Hexham.
Northumberland County Council
need to provide 500 spaces asap.
HTC actively engaged.

On-going

* Have a Tier 1
or 2 risk
assessment of
the potential for
groundwater
pollution carried
out for the
Cemetery
Develop a
sustainability
plan
Support tourism

To consider the extension of current
burial arrangements was in last
year’s action plan. Advice was given
that this assessment must be
carried out before any purchase of
land, etc.

This has started
and should be
completed in
summer 2019

Promote the
Council’s Grant
Aid scheme

Initiated by the Planning &
Infrastructure Committee to protect
bees and other wildlife
Make full use of the dedicated
tourism budget.

2019/2020
£10000
(reference
6096)
7 applications were received in 2018 2019/2020
for 2019/20 (two long-term grants
£12100
had been awarded in 2017).
(reference
6050), £40000
(reference
6062) and
£25000
(reference
6064)

Address public
toilet provision
in Hexham

The Town Council pays for the Sele
toilets to remain open in winter.

Look after
planters in the
town centre

Maintained by HTC staff.

575.

2019/20
£2000
(reference
5120)

HERITAGE ACTION ZONE HIGH STREETS INITIATIVE: It was NOTED that
an application for an expression of interest for Hexham is being prepared by
the Hexham Hub. What the Town Council may be able to offer in terms of
funding and staff/volunteer time as part of a match funding offer was
considered. It was AGREED to commit, subject to confirmation by Full
Council on 8 July, £20,000 as an initial contribution to the match funding plus
up to two days FTE staff time subject to the Council deciding to appoint an
additional member of staff and to review this as and when the project
progresses.
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576.

PROJECTS OFFICER POST: It was AGREED to support in principle the
creation of such a post and to set up a working group of Councillors Hull, Ball
and Homer to prepare an appropriate job description.

577.

FUNDING APPLICATION: It was NOTED that further information is needed
and Councillor Cessford will contact the applicant.

578.

PHONES AND BROADBAND: It was NOTED that the Council has withdrawn
from an agreement with a new supplier and that OFCOM has provided
advice regarding a complaint about the lack of service and working
equipment.

579.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be
held on Wednesday 24 July 2019 at 6.30pm in the Council Office, St
Andrew's Cemetery, Hexham.

Action Log

Forward the Emergency Plan information to all Committee
members (minute 571a)
Get advice regarding the amount to invest (minute 571b)
Arrange a meeting with interested parties and ask for a
breakdown of costs (minute 571c)
Contact Northumbria Police for any update (minute 571e)
Refer the Action Plan to Full Council (minute 573).
Consider a Projects Officer post (minute 575)
Contact the funding applicant (minute 576)

Chairman ………………………………………………
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Clerk
Clerk and Councillor
Ball
Councillor Gillanders
Clerk
Clerk
Councillors Hull, Ball
and Homer
Councillor Cessford

