HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

I HEREBY GIVE YOU NOTICE THAT the Annual Meeting of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Prospect House, Hexham on Thursday 16 May 2013 at 6.45 pm, when the following items will be discussed:-

A G E N D A
1. To receive Councillors Declarations of Acceptance of Office.
2. To elect the Town Mayor.
3. To receive the Mayors Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4. Apologies for absence.

5. To elect the Deputy Town Mayor.

6. To agree the Mayors allowance shall be in accordance with the agreed 2013/14 budget.
7. To agree Committees – See enclosed.
8. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 8 April 2013 enclosed.

9. Matters arising, if any.

10. Declarations of interest. [See memorandum enclosed]
11. Accounts for Payment [list enclosed].
12. To receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 22 April 2013 enclosed.
13. To consider Planning Applications received [list enclosed].
14. Correspondence.

15. To agree continuing appointment of HSBC as the Council bankers.
16. To agree Council meetings in 2013 shall be held on 3 June; 1 July; 5 August; 2 September; 7 October; 4 November and 2 December.
17. Action for Market Towns. To agree a correspondence member.
18. LMAPS. To agree a Councillor Representative. Minute 5757 refers and see memorandum enclosed.
19. To receive Police reports on crime statistics for 1 April 2013 and 1 May 2013 enclosed.
20. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meetings discretion. [Matters to be raised under this item should be written out [if possible] and handed to the Chairman of the meeting or the Clerk of the Council before the meeting begins].
Derick Tiffin,
Clerk of the Council
6 May 2013
Hexham Town Council

Council Office, St Andrews Cemetery

West Road, Hexham NE46 3RR Tel: 01434609575

Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Hagenda0513
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8 APRIL 2013
5748. PUBLIC COMMENTS. No matters were raised by the public prior to the commencement of the Council meeting.
5749. PRESENT. Cllr J V R Hare, the Town Mayor then opened the Council meeting. Present were: Councillors G C Ferguson, T Robson, D Kennedy, Mrs. I C Brook, M F C Donnelly, A Snowball, C Cessford, P Dixon, Mrs. J E Lloyd and T Cessford.
5750. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs J B Jonas & N J Holder.
5751. MINUTES. It was AGREED the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 4 March 2013, having been circulated, be signed as a true record.
5752. MATTERS ARISING.
a. PRIORY HOUSE GATE. Minute 5730 refers. County Councillors T Robson and Mrs. I C Brook reported they had jointly raised this matter with the NCC but no response had been received to date. They will continue to press for the gate to be repaired. Cllr T Robson also reported a local chartered surveyor has offered his services to the NCC free of charge and is also suggesting it may be possible to use an English Heritage training scheme to carry through the work. His offer has been passed on to the NCC.
5753. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllrs T Robson and A Snowball declared an interest in agenda item 17 as they were both clients of one of the firms quoting. Cllr P Dixon declared an interest in planning application reference 13/00526 as shareholder in the applicant’s landlords.
5754. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. It was AGREED there were no objections to the planning applications received in accordance with the list[s] circulated and attached hereto apart from application number 13/00526 where it was commented that the Tesco car park exit to Haugh Lane is not very satisfactory and the applicant could consider alternates or improvements to this jointly used car park exit.
5755. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. It was AGREED to authorise payments in accordance with the lists circulated and attached hereto.

5756. COMMITTEE REPORTS. The following committee reports were received:-
a. The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19 March 2013 were presented by Committee Chairman Cllr. J V R Hare and it was AGREED they be noted.

b. The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25 March 2013 were presented by Committee Chairman Cllr T Robson and it was AGREED they be noted and any recommendations made were AGREED.
5757. POLICE REPORT. It was AGREED to receive the Police report of 1 March 2013. It was also AGREED the next Council should nominate a Councilor to the LMAPS Group. Cllr D Kennedy reported there had been vandalism in the Park with broken glass around the bandstand and he had reported this problem to the Police and asked for additional patrols during evening and nighttime periods.
5758. PLANNING APPEAL. It was reported an appeal has been lodged regarding the refusal of permission to develop ‘left over land’ at High West Causey Hill Way. It was AGREED the original objection lodged by the Council would remain.

5759. TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – ELVASTON ROAD. An order has been made for trees at Westcroft Elvaston Road, Hexham. It was noted the trees were Lawson cypress and one has roots affecting the adjoining bowling green. The owner of the trees and the Bowling Club are both in agreement one or more should be felled to prevent further damage to the green however the TPO has still been issued by the NCC. It was AGREED to make objection to the Order.

5760. TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – CAUSEY HILL CARAVAN PARK. It was AGREED to receive notice the Order made for trees at Causey Hill Caravan Park has been confirmed.
5761. COMMUNITY ACTION CONFERENCE. It was noted the spring conference of Community Action Northumberland is to be held on 30 April 2013 at Seahouses however no Councillor present was able to attend.
5762. LITTER BINS. A resident had written to suggest litter bins should be sited on lamp posts in the town centre. The Clerk advised this was no longer permitted, only free standing bins can be used. The resident will be advised accordingly. Should any Councillor know of a site where a free standing bin ought to be placed they should advise the Clerk of the Council.

5763. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. The draft minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 18 March 2013 were received for information.
5764. MAYORS ANNUAL REPORT 2012/13. It was AGREED to receive for information the annual report of the Town Mayor. Cllr M F C Donnelly commented he was pleased to note Hexham House is to be used for weddings a use he had suggested some years previously. Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd stated the Town Plan Working Group had investigated possible uses for the premises with community use in particular. The Mayor added to his report his thanks to all Town Councillors for their support.
5765. ANNUAL REVIEW of ASSETS REGISTER and VALUES. Cllr J V R Hare proposed and it was AGREED the 2012/13 annual assets and values review as circulated be approved. Nearly all assets of the Council are also insured and the value of the asset for insurance purposes has also been used in the asset register within the Council’s accounts and this method will continue. A copy of the current asset register is attached to this minute. Council noted the premises assets were last professionally valued at March 2012 [the tri-annual re-valuation date] and need not be further considered at this date. The next revaluation of premises assets will take place in March 2015. It was also noted the premises assets values are used in the assets register and also the insurance cover is amended at renewal date automatically by the insurers in accordance with any changes in the building costs index. It was also noted the present values for non-fixed assets [machinery etc.] are valued by the Clerk of the Council and reported to Council and taken account of for insurance and in the asset register from the start of every Council year. Finally an apparent error in a draft assets register considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 25 March 2013 was raised by Cllr D Kennedy and he was advised the reason had appeared to be a slip caused while photocopying a photocopy. The Clerk had subsequently re-printed the original computer file which showed no error. [Clerks memo: Following this and as requested by the Finance Committee Chairman I had the file rechecked by Stokoe Rodger and Co, Accountants who have advised the column total Cllr D Kennedy referred to was not the Asset Register. Additional checks have shown in all previous years the asset register has been correctly stated. Further, it is impossible to show an error on the Annual accounting statement that is presented to the external auditor as the asset register must agree with the balance sheet total].
5766. TOWN CLOCK. It was reported the clock has stopped due to a fracture in the quarter arm and crank mechanism. The repairs were to cost £538.00 by Cumbria Clock Co Ltd. Cllr J V R Hare proposed and it was AGREED the required repairs be carried out and £550.00 be transferred from contingency to cover this unexpected expense.
5767. ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT. Cllr J V R Hare proposed and it was AGREED the following 2012/13 risk assessment be approved.
	Topic
	Risk identified
	High/Med/Low risk
	Management of risk
	Staff action
	Internal audit frequency months

	Precept
	Not submitted
	Low
	Council minute. Clerk follow up
	Diary
	24

	
	Not paid by NCC
	Low
	Check and report to Council
	Diary
	24

	
	Adequacy of amount
	High
	Review budget
	Diary
	12

	Cemetery
	Grave allocation
	Med
	Burial register checked per burial
	Clerk
	12

	
	Invoices issued
	Med
	Check to register for suppression
	Clerk
	12

	
	Memorial fees
	Med
	Invoice
	Number issued
	12

	Allotment rentals
	Rent invoices
	Low
	Register to invoice
	Reconcile and perform proof of take
	24

	
	Cash handling
	Low
	Cash thru pay in by Manager/Supt.
	RFO reconcile receipts to banking
	24

	
	Cash banking every 48 hrs
	Low
	Investigate any delays in banking
	RFO to check for delays
	24

	Salaries
	Wrong salary paid
	Med
	Check to cheque. [Pay rises only made in April]
	Mayor verifies
	12

	
	False employee
	Low
	Agree to paye/payroll records
	Mayor verifies
	12

	
	Wrong deductions –NHI/tax
	Med
	Use Revenue program only. Ensure updates installed
	Clerk
	12

	
	New employee – proof of ID, nationality, Right to work & CRB check
	Low
	Copy passport, proof of address, Right to work & CRB checks on file
	Clerk
	12

	Direct costs and overhead expenses
	Goods not supplied
	Med
	Order system Invoice math to order before payment approval
	Approval check by Clerk
	12

	
	Invoice incorrect amount
	Low
	Check arithmetic & agree pricing to order
	Approval check by Clerk
	12

	
	Cheque is excessive
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Mayor verify invoice to cheque
	6

	
	Cheque payable to wrong party
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Mayor verify invoice to cheque
	6

	
	Stock loss
	High
	Control
	 And carry out regular stock checks
	6

	Grants
	Power to pay
	Med
	Check the power or minute it
	Member verify
	12

	
	Agreement of Council to pay
	Low
	Minuted
	Member verify
	12

	
	Conditions [if any] agreed
	Low
	Use reasonable conditions
	RFO check
	12

	
	Cheque and voucher
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Member verify
	12

	
	Follow up verification
	Med
	RFO to check and consider budget
	RFO
	12

	Election costs
	Invoice at agreed rate
	Low
	RFO to check and consider budget
	RFO
	Whenever

	VAT
	VAT analysis
	Med
	All items in cash book
	RFO
	12

	
	Charged on purchases
	Low
	Consider all items per Sage reports for inclusion
	RFO
	12

	
	Claimed within time limit
	Med
	Agree returns submitted. Ensure Sage is up to date so no delay in claims
	RFO
	

	Assets [Land and Property]
	Existence
	Low
	Annual inspection, insurance adequate and agree to asset register
	Finance Committee then Council
	24

	Assets [Machinery]
	Theft
	Med
	Annual inspection, insurance adequate and agree to asset register. Ensure secure storage.
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Assets [Machinery]
	Damage
	Med
	Ensure secure storage and staff properly trained in use
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	All Assets
	Risk to third parties
	Med
	Review adequate PL Insurance. Regular inspect to ensure good repair
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Staff
	Loss of key personnel
	Med
	Regular reviews of hours, health, stress, training
	Finance Committee then Council
	24

	
	Fraud by staff
	Low
	Fidelity guarantee value. Address any morale issues. Ensure and check regular controls over cash; stock; machines
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Loss
	Consequential loss due to critical damage or third party performance
	Low
	Consider if insurance cover adequate and robustness of insurers
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Maintenance
	Poor performance of assets or amenities, loss of income or performance
	Med
	Annual maintenance inspection/service contracts in place
	Diary
	12

	Borrowing
	Adequacy of finances to be able to repay loans
	Med
	Finance Committee then Council
	Council
	12

	Legal powers
	Illegal activity or payment
	High
	Educate Council as to its legal powers. Councillors receive any training needed
	Diary
	24

	Best value
	Overspend on services
	High
	Ensure correct tendering for services
	Ongoing
	12

	Financial records
	Inadequate records
	Low
	RFO check quarterly + regular internal audit. Maintained on Sage on monthly basis
	Diary
	12

	Minutes
	Accurate and legal
	Low
	Reviewed at following meeting
	Diary
	12

	Members interests
	Conflict of interest
	Med
	All declarations to be minuted
	Diary
	12

	
	Register of Interests
	Low
	Ensure Register up to date after any election
	Diary
	24


5768. INTERNAL AUDIT REVIEW 2012/13. Annual review of Internal Audit is required by Accounts and Audit [England] Regulations 2011 and Council was to have carried out a review on 25 March 2013 however the meeting was aborted because of an incorrect assumption it was not a lawful meeting; the external auditor will be so advised. Council considered and reviewed the:-

1. Scope of internal audit – It covers all aspects of financial controls and key risk areas relevant to the Council.

2. Independence and competence – A Partner of Stokoe Rodger and Co. Accountants was Internal Auditor for 2012/13. The internal auditor is an audit qualified partner completely distinct from any other services provided to the Council and is independent and competent.
3. Relationships – The RFO was and is consulted.
4. Audit planning and reporting - Internal audit will be completed at least annually and all risks considered.
Cllr J V R Hare proposed and it was AGREED the Council approves the 2012/13 internal audit review.
5769. QUOTATIONS. Cllr J V R Hare proposed ‘The Council appoints Stokoe Roger and Co. Accountants to carry out bookkeeping and internal audit services on behalf of the Council from 1 April 2013 at the quoted cost of £2450.00pa’. As recommended by the Finance and General Purposes Committee, fixed price quotations for bookkeeping and internal audit services had been sought from local accountants and the lowest quote had been provided by Stokoe Roger and Co. The quotations are:-

	Accountants
	Bookkeeping
	Internal audit
	Total pa

	Rowlands Ltd
	£1500.00pa
	£2000.00pa
	£3500.00

	Stokoe Roger and Co
	£1400.00pa
	£1050.00pa
	£2450.00

	Armstrong and Co
	£1500.00pa
	£1300.00pa
	£2800.00


Cllr. Mrs. J E Lloyd stated she understood internal audit and bookkeeping services should not be carried out by the same firm. Accordingly Cllr J V R Hare amended his proposal to:- the lowest quotation of £1400.00pa from Stokoe Roger and Co. for bookkeeping and the lowest quotation of £1300.00pa from Armstrong and Co. for internal audit be accepted subject however that should external auditors advise there was no objection to internal audit and bookkeeping being carried out by the same firm [though using different departments, staff or offices] then the total quotation of £2450.00pa from Stokoe Roger and Co. would be accepted. The amended proposal was AGREED.
5770. TOWN TWINNING. Council noted there will be visit by a party from Hexham’s twin town Noyon between 17 & 20 May 2013. The Town Twinning Association has arranged a number of visits and entertainment for the French visitors and indeed most of the arrangements for the visit are in the hands of the Twinning Association. However there will be a welcoming reception on the morning of 18 May 2013 when the Mayor will greet the Mayor of Noyon and of course all the French visitors and welcome them all to Hexham. The Council had set aside £500.00 in the 2013/14 budget for twinning but there was no indication before now as to the final arrangements for this Noyon visit. Cllr J V R Hare therefore proposed and it was AGREED:-
a. the cost of the reception and

b. the cost of the accommodation of the Mayor of Noyon and his wife and

c. the cost of a suitable gift from Hexham to the Mayor and Council of Noyon will be paid by the Council.
In order to allow for the additional funds needed it was further AGREED £1000.00 will be transferred from Contingency budget to Town Twinning budget and if there is a credit in the Town Twinning budget after this visit it can be transferred back to Contingency budget.
5771. PROPOSAL. Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd proposed that “in view of the difficulties caused to the Council in relation to compliance with recommendations made by the council’s external auditor regarding issues arising from his audit of September 23rd 2012,  the Council expects and requires a)  that a comprehensive training course, and accompanying written guidance explaining councillors’ duties in relation to governance,  financial oversight and internal review be prepared and delivered to its members by an accredited  training body, within the first three months of the new council term, and :-b) that training of all members will be comprehensively updated in a timely manner on any matter in relation to governance and financial oversight  in which councillors; (whether as committee members  or as members of full council) have legal duties ; express or implied, to initiate, oversee or review Council functions and activity”.
The Clerk informed Council he had spoken to the Northumberland Association of Local Councils and been advised there was no ‘accredited training body’ for parish councillors. The NALC though had held a number of training events over the period of the current Council and Councillors had been advised about such events and some Councillors had attended. It was AGREED to request NALC to hold a training event for Councillors on governance and similar subjects as soon as possible following the forthcoming election.
5772. BANDSTAND APPEAL. Cllr J V R Hare announced with pleasure that Tynedale Lions had informed him it has pledged £250.00 to the Mayors 2012 Bandstand Appeal Fund.
5773. ST MARY’S CHARE FLOORSCAPE. Cllr J V R Hare circulated photographs provided by Mr. John Barker showing illustrations of his suggestion for the floorscaping of St Mary’s Chare.
5774. NEXT MEETING. The [next and] annual meeting of the Council will be held on 16 May 2013 commencing at 6.45pm.

__________________________________ Chairman
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012 Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under consideration.

To do so Councilors must use one of the following statements:-

1.  “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest in…………………………………………………. [for example:-] Agenda item 3, Planning application number 13/1234”.

[NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply].

2. “I have a disclosable personal interest in………………………………………………….... [for example:-] Agenda item 4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative

[NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies].
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the definitions of [A] pecuniary interest and [B] other personal interest and their obligations when declaring any such interests.

To ensure Councillors interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above statements when declaring an interest.

[NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.]
Derick Tiffin,

Clerk of the Council

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 16 MAY 2013

Payments are authorised by LGA1972s14;s144;s145;s214;s215 or PCA1957
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount
	VAT
	Net
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Safe Secure 24
	Alarm systems 24 hour monitoring
	15.60
	2.60
	13.00
	Ddb
	7015

	Greenlay Ltd
	Adjuster key
	15.01
	2.50
	12.51
	107224
	7020

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	104.93
	17.49
	87.44
	107225
	5045

	Viking Direct 
	Catering
	48.97
	0
	48.97
	107225
	7020

	Staff wages
	April
	9246.32
	0
	9246.32
	107204/10
	6000

	HMRC
	PAYE 1
	2362.04
	0
	2362.04
	107211
	6000

	Northumberland CC
	Pension contributions April
	2299.67
	0
	2299.67
	107212
	6005

	Staff wages
	May
	9225.67
	0
	9225.67
	107216,8/23
	6000

	HMRC
	PAYE 2
	2362.04
	0
	2362.04
	107214
	6000

	Northumberland CC
	Pension contributions May
	2299.67
	0
	2299.67
	107213
	6005

	David Dixon
	Repair to mower frame
	27.85
	4.64
	23.21
	107226
	7015

	David Dixon
	Propane
	25.49
	1.21
	25.28
	107226
	7005

	David Dixon
	Strimmer heads
	107.86
	17.98
	89.88
	107226
	7015

	Hexham Abbey Heritage Project
	Grant for 2013/14 for  creative and arts activities
	4000.00
	0
	4000.00
	107227
	8000

	Hexham Community Partnership
	Grant for 2013/14 for  running costs
	12000.00
	0
	12000.00
	107228
	8005

	Hexham Community Partnership
	Grant for 2013/14 for  creative and arts activities
	10000.00
	0
	10000.00
	107229
	8000

	Hexham Community Partnership
	Grant for 2013/14 for  recreational activities
	6500.00
	0
	6500.00
	107230
	8000

	Hexham Town Twinning Association
	Grant for 2013/14 for  recreational activities
	750.00
	0
	750.00
	107231
	8000

	Hexham Youth Initiative
	Grant for 2013/14 for  running costs
	23000.00
	0
	23000.00
	107232
	8005

	Tynedale Youth Forum
	Grant for 2013/14 for  creative and arts activities
	500.00
	0
	500.00
	107233
	8000

	Core Music
	Grant for 2013/14 for  recreational activities – specific project
	5000.00
	0
	5000.00
	107234
	8000

	Purdy’s Skip Hire
	One lift Q/Bras allotments
	168.00
	28.00
	140.00
	107235
	7200

	Transfer
	Contingency to town clock
	550.00
	0
	550.00
	Transfer
	8400

	Transfer
	Contingency to town twinning
	1000.00
	0
	1000.00
	Transfer
	8400

	Institute of Cemetery Management
	Annual subscription
	90.00
	0
	90.00
	107236
	5050

	David Dixon
	Power drill
	202.80
	33.80
	169.00
	107237
	7010

	David Dixon
	Repairs to mower gearbox
	339.98
	56.66
	283.32
	107237
	7015

	Orange Communications
	Accounts
	180.80
	30.13
	150.67
	Ddb
	5020

	Jewson Ltd
	Safety tape; padlock
	19.99
	3.33
	16.66
	107238
	7020

	Arco Ltd
	Workwear
	453.64
	75.61
	378.03
	107239
	7000

	TOTAL FWD
	
	92896.33
	273.95
	92623.38
	
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
PAGE 2 - ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 16 MAY 2013

Payments are authorised by LGA1972s14;s144;s145;s214;s215 or PCA1957
	TOTALS FWD
	
	92896.33
	273.95
	92623.38
	
	

	M Robson
	Prize for Young Employee of the Year
	250.00
	0
	250.00
	107242
	5060

	David Robinson Nurseries Ltd
	Bird food
	9.99
	1.67
	8.33
	107240
	7020

	Viking Direct
	Postage
	50.00
	0
	50.00
	107241
	5035

	Viking Direct
	Cleaning, paper products
	82.42
	8.50
	73.92
	107241
	7020

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	49.77
	8.29
	41.48
	107241
	5045

	Costco Wholesale Ltd
	Bird food
	40.74
	0
	40.74
	Ddb
	7020

	Dale Garage
	Fuel
	270.19
	45.03
	225.16
	Ddb
	7005

	J T Dove Ltd
	Concrete, sand, cement
	77.14
	12.86
	64.28
	107243
	7020

	TOTALS
	
	93726.58
	350.3
	93377.29
	
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 16 MAY 2013
MAYORS ALLOWANCE - ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

	Payee
	Detail
	Cheque amount
	VAT
	Net of VAT
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Balance at 
	080413
	2000.00
	0
	2000.00
	
	5030

	Hexham Brass
	Donation at band concert
	40.00
	0
	40.00
	
	5030

	Balance at
	160513
	1960.00
	0
	1960.00
	
	5030

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


INCOME – APRIL 2013
	RECEIVED
	DETAIL
	CREDITED
	INVOICE
	DATE
	REF

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	1010.00
	Hd13/33
	050413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	168.00
	Hdw13/34
	050413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	3680.00
	Hd13/35
	100413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	270.00
	Hd13/36
	100413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	780.00
	Hdw/37
	160413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	780.00
	Hdw/38
	160413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	1010.00
	Hd/39
	260413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	450.00
	Hdw/42
	260413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	450.00
	Hdw/43
	260413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	700.00
	Hd/44
	260413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	780.00
	Hdw/40
	290413
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	780.00
	Hdw/41
	290413
	4010

	NCC
	Precept
	147922.00
	n/a
	100413
	4025

	To town clock
	From Contingency
	550.00
	Transfer
	080413
	7605

	To twinning
	From Contingency
	1000.00
	Transfer
	080413
	8035

	TOTAL
	
	160330.00
	
	
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL FOR COMMENT ON 16 MAY 2013

	Reference
	Description
	Applicant

	13/01110
	Loft convert to provide 2 bedrooms, bathroom including velux windows to front and rear elevations at 7 St Wilfrid’s Road Hexham
	Mrs. V Bruce

	13/01092
	Second storey rear extension with roof lights over garage and connect to house at Cockshaw House Cockshaw Hexham
	Dr Wigham

	13/01092LB
	Second storey rear extension with roof lights over garage and connect to house at Cockshaw House Cockshaw Hexham
	Dr Wigham

	13/01117
	Sunroom extension to rear at 26 Robson Drive Hexham
	Mr. Curtis

	13/00961
	4 sets letters fixed to glazing [Next] and 2 sets letters fixed to internal glazing [Costa] at unit SW of Tesco Store Alemouth Road Hexham
	Next plc

	13/01141
	Porch at 9 Broomhaugh Close Hexham
	S Blackburn

	13/01164
	Change of use from hairdressing to bistro at 9A Battle Hill Hexham
	Mrs. A Clark

	13/01163
	External signage to click/collect car spaces at Tesco car park Alemouth Road Hexham
	Tesco Stores Ltd

	13/01197
	Alterations to extension ion to incorporate garage into house and new porch at Ladlehurst, Cockshaw, Hexham
	B Bates


NOTE: Any objections made on applications must be ‘material planning reasons.’ There is no definitive list but examples are:-

National planning policy.

Policies in adopted and emerging regional and local development plans.

Suitability of the site for the proposal.

Visual appearance of the proposal and relationship with the surrounding environment.

Landscaping issues:- lack of light; over shadowing; over development.

Building materials and height:- scale; design; layout in comparison with neighboring developments.

Impact on listed buildings; conservation areas or their settings.

Effect on residential amenity of neighbours.

Local needs of area such as employment, commercial or social facilities.

NB
All planning applications [and the decisions thereon] are now on line at http://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications.

If Hexham Town Council objects to an application listed above the objection is lodged on line. In the absence of an objection recorded on line the comment ‘No objections’ should be assumed.
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22 APRIL 2013
40. PRESENT. Cllr J V R Hare the Mayor, in the Chair and Cllrs. T Robson and G C Ferguson.

41. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs. M F C Donnelly, T Cessford, C Cessford and J B Jonas.
42. MINUTES. The minutes of the Committee meeting held on 19 March 2013 were noted and there were no matters arising.

43. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. No disclosable declarations of interest were made.
44. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. The planning applications in accordance with the list circulated were perused and 

45. RECORDED FOR THE COUNCIL MINUTES. The following applications were considered on 22 April 2013:-
	Reference
	Description
	Applicants

	46. 13/00845
	Erection of building for improved facilities for site -storage/ablutions/toilets/showers at Causey Hill Caravan Park Causey Hill Hexham
	H Daly

	13/00829LB
	Conversion attic to bedroom, install 2 rooflights and other external and internal alterations at 2 Temperley Place Hexham
	A Clark

	13/00828
	Conversion attic to bedroom, install 2 rooflights and other external and internal alterations at 2 Temperley Place Hexham
	A Clark

	13/00917/LB
	Replacement of existing signage at Lloyds Bank Priestpopple Hexham
	Lloyds Bank plc

	13/00974
	Certificate of lawfulness for use of part premises for pet care and treatment at Pets at Home Unit 2 Goods Yard, Station Road Hexham
	Rokeby Hexham Ltd and Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd

	13/00975LB
	Tactile surface to existing ramps, external lighting, surface plastic signage, removal vegetation at rear and all works to DDA requirements at Hadrian House Market Street Hexham
	NCC

	13/00731
	Rear first floor extension for bathroom and bedroom at 15 Ordley Terrace Hexham
	S Barugh


47. TPO APPLICATIONS. It was AGREED to consider late applications for TPO works as responses were returnable before the next Council meeting. After consideration it was AGREED there were no comments to make on the TPO applications numbered 13/1095TPO; 13/01025TPO and 13/01031TPO.

48. THE meeting closed at 10.20 AM.

Chairman ………………………………………………….
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM TO COUNCIL – COMMITTEES
In 2012/13 and previously the Council has created Committees and agreed Committee membership at the Annual Council meeting. Each Committee then elected its Chairman. No Committee had authority of expenditure. The structure in 2012/13 was:-
	Council
	Membership
	Scope/Responsibilities

	The full Council
	14 Councillors
	Agree Budget and contingency

Approve Annual statement of accounts

Agree Standing Orders & Financial regulations

Appoint Mayor

Appoint Deputy Mayor

Adopt minutes of committees

All matters in law reserved to the Council

Appointment of committees and working groups

	
	
	

	Committees
	Membership
	Scope/Responsibilities

	Finance & General Purposes
	6 Councillors + Mayor+ Deputy Mayor
	Drafting Budget and contingency amount
Amendments to Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

Council strategy

Freedom of information

Agree Grants to outside organisations

Risk management

Councillor & Staff Training

Quality Council

Human resources
Allotments

Hexham in Bloom

Civic matters

Bus shelters
Public seats

Litter bins
War Memorial

Play areas

Trees  not in cemetery]

Community events

Community projects
All matters relating to staff and their welfare
The running of the Cemetery

	Planning
	10 Councillors + Mayor+ Deputy Mayor
	Planning applications

	Remembrance and Armed Forces Days
	4 Councillors + Mayor+ Deputy Mayor+ Lay members as agreed
	Remembrance Day

Armed Forces Day


The Finance and General Purposes Committee was able to deal with any subject which led to the Committee effectively ‘managing’ the Council, perhaps to the exclusion of Councillors who were not Committee members. 
I consider it important all Councillors can take part and be involved in carrying out the various tasks the Council agrees to undertake.

It is also not practical for the Council to decide to do something and wait for it to happen for unlike Northumberland County Council with hundreds of employees carrying out decisions and millions of pounds to pay for them, Hexham Town Council has one employee carrying out decisions and a few thousand pounds to pay for them. Please remember Hexham Town Council only has the same powers other Parish Councils have and it cannot be a substitute for Northumberland County Council nor even the late Tynedale Council!!
In view of the foregoing I DO NOT RECOMMEND Council continues with the same Committee structure.

However I do RECOMMEND the following alternative committee structure which will, with the increased responsibilities the Council has taken on to date and the increase in responsibilities still to come, enable the Council to deal democratically and expeditiously with its responsibilities:-
	Council
	Membership
	Scope/Responsibilities

	The full Council
	14 Councillors
	Agree Budget and the allocation of finance to committees.
Approve annual statement of accounts.
Agree Standing Orders & Financial regulations and any amendments.
Council strategy.
Appoint Mayor.
Appoint Deputy Mayor.
Agree terms of reference; composition and appointments of Committees.
Appoint Committee Chairmen.
Dissolving of Committees.
Adopt minutes of Committees.
All matters in law reserved to the Council.
Appointment of committees and working groups.
Only the Council can exercise the functions listed above and any other unlisted functions that may arise.


	Standing Committees
	Membership
	Scope/Responsibilities

	Planning; Highways & Transport
	11 Councillors
	Car parking

Local Transport Plan

Planning matters

Planning applications

Street naming
VMS signage

	Finance & Policy
	5 Councillors + Mayor+ Deputy Mayor+ Standing Committee Chairmen [4]

[11 Councillors]
	Audit matters

Budget drafting

Standing orders drafting
Freedom of information

Grants to outside organisations

Risk management

Training

Quality Council

Human resources

	Recreation & Amenities
	11 Councillors
	Allotments

Northumbria in Bloom

Civic matters

Bus shelters

War Memorial

Play areas

Public seats

Trees [but not in cemetery]

Litter bins

Town Twinning

Community events

Community projects

	Cemetery
	8 Councillors
	The running of the Cemetery

	Staff
	3 Councillors [not the Mayor, Deputy Mayor or other Standing Committee Chairmen]
	All matters relating to staff and their welfare


NOTE:

1. Each Committee only deals with functions listed under the ‘Scope/Responsibilities’ column

2. When Budget is agreed by Council each Committee then has delegated authority to operate within its Budget and may spend up to the approved budget limit.

3. Each Committee Chairman will be the Council’s spokesperson and lead Councillor for the functions listed under the ‘Scope/Responsibilities’ column for the relevant Committee.

4. Committees can appoint sub-committee[s] with terms of reference and members as determined by the Committee and subsequently ratified by the Council.

The above format for Standing Committees is therefore RECOMMENDED to Council for its adoption at the Annual Council meeting on 16 May 2013.

Derick Tiffin,

Clerk of the Council. 1 May 2013.

clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
HEXHAM TOWN CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT

AUTHOR INSP KEVIN OATES 7420, WEST TYNEDALE NEIGHBOURHOOD INSPECTOR.

DATE 01/05/13
All figures are based on financial year from April 2013 and cover the whole of West Tynedale.
Where there is a specific issue in Hexham Town this is mentioned separately.
A new “crime” year has begun from April 1st.

For the first month of this year crime levels across West Tynedale continue to decrease.

Down from 74 to 59 in April. Equates to15 fewer victims than the April 2012.
Current crime levels are as follows for the whole of West Tynedale, ie Hexham, Haltwhistle, Allen Valleys, North Tyne :-

As this is the first month, numbers are small, so percentages tend to be skewed.

Violent crime is down from 11 to 5 crimes. Reduction of 55%

Vehicle crime is up from 3 to 7 crimes, an increase of 133%

The April increase in vehicle crime relates to Theft from UMV, three in Hexham Town where two cars were forcibly entered overnight and electric tools stolen. The third being an insecure car entered during the day and a handbag taken. Three overnight crimes in Acomb where parts of vehicles were removed.

Burglary Dwellings are down from 2 to 0 crimes. Decrease of 100%

Burglary Other Than Dwelling are down from 16 to 8. Decrease of 50%. 

Burglary OTD remains a priority and operations are ongoing to target offenders. 

Damage is up from 11 to 15 crimes, an increase of 36%

During April six UMV’s were damaged in Hexham Town, mainly weekend, four believed through anti social behaviour, (ASB).

There were six Criminal Damage – Other Than Dwelling, three were due to drunken customers on licensed premises breaking windows, two on school premises believed by youth ASB and one damage to a shop window.

Criminal Damage is a sector priority and with particular attention to ASB hotspots and areas near licensed premises by high visibility patrols and officer premises visits. 

Thefts and handling stolen goods are down from 23 to 21 crimes. Decrease of 9% 
Youth Anti Social Behaviour is up from 17 to 24 incidents, an increase of 41%.

Non youth ASB is down by 8% from 52 to 48 incidents.

During April two reported incidents in Sele Park, both concerning youths drinking and disorder in Bandstand / skate park area. 

Targeting of ASB hotspots, parties and youths drinking in public areas continues and positive action taken.

Easter bank holiday was busy, but few issues arose and level of crime was low. 

Annual travellers visited and were camped at Tyne Green. Licensed premises were busy, but the vast majority of people were well behaved.
Police operations will be continuing to target travelling criminals in the rural areas, local criminals who commit crime against their neighbours, ASB and licensed premises issues.
Please continue to pass any information or intelligence to local beat officers or via NCC LMAP officers Emma Irving or Michael Connolly.
Please feedback any queries or issues to myself at Hexham Police Station.

HEXHAM TOWN CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT

AUTHOR 

INSP KEVIN OATES 7420, WEST TYNEDALE NEIGHBOURHOOD INSPECTOR.

DATE 01/04/13
All figures are based on financial year from 1st April 2012 – 31st March 2013 and cover the whole of West Tynedale. Where there is a specific issue in Hexham Town this is mentioned separately.

End of year report:

Crime levels across West Tynedale were down from 881 to 732, that is 149 fewer victims than the same period 2011/12, a reduction of 17%.
Current crime levels are as follows for the whole of West Tynedale, ie Hexham, Haltwhistle, Allen Valleys, North Tyne :-

Violent crime reduced from 163 to 99 crimes. Reduction of 39%

Vehicle crime reduced from 87 to 83 crimes. Reduction of 5%

Burglary Dwellings reduced from 33 to 25 crimes. Decrease of 24%

Burglary Other Than Dwelling was up from 95 to 131, an increase of 38%. 

This increase has been explained in previous reports; however the year has ended with an influx of BOTD. During March there were 13 which included 11 in Hexham Town, garages and garden sheds have been entered taking garden tools and pedal cycles. Two business premises entered and work tools removed. Two sector targets have been arrested for BOTD when stopped late evening by officers. A stable was entered in Acomb and garden tools taken, in Haltwhistle a hairdresser shop was broken into and two local males have been arrested.

Burglary OTD remains a priority and operations are ongoing to target offenders. 

Damage reduced from 182 to 143 crimes. Decrease of 21%

Thefts and handling stole goods reduced from 250 to 199 crimes. Decrease of 20% 
Youth Anti Social Behaviour reduced by 28% from 403 to 289 incidents.

Non youth ASB reduced by 16% from 749 to 629 incidents.

During March there was one incident in Sele Park, a male having been stopped by officers was found to be in possession of Cannabis. 

Targeting of ASB hotspots, parties and youths drinking in public areas continues and positive action taken.

Police operations will be continuing to target travelling criminals in the rural areas, local criminals who commit crime against their neighbours, ASB and licensed premises issues.

Please continue to pass any information or intelligence to local beat officers or via NCC LMAP officers Emma Irving or Michael Connolly.
Please feedback any queries or issues to myself at Hexham Police Station.
K.M. OATES 7420

01/04/13 

Drug Crime 01/04/12 – 31/03/13

There were eleven drug warrants executed in Hexham Town which resulted in five arrests and various drug seizures made but predominately Cannabis. Five warrants executed in Haltwhistle Town, two were positive, one for Cannabis and one for substance awaiting analysis. Two Sec 18 PACE house searches following arrests being made.

There were thirty-two crimes recorded for drug offences, 32 arrests made and all were detected. The above warrant figures are included in this. The crimes have been broken down into three categories by where they occurred, in what town/village and drug type.

Public Place – 16 (includes vehicle stops)

Dwelling – 10 (includes warrants/searches following arrest) 

School – 3 (all QEHS)

Licensed Premises – 3 (all Wetherspoons)

*************************************************

Hexham Town – 22

Charlton Village – 1

Fourstones – 2

Haltwistle Town – 3

Bellingham – 2

Byrness – 1 

Allendale – 1 

*************************************************

Possess Cannabis – 25 

Supply Cannabis – 1

Produce Cannabis – 1

Possess LSD – 1 

Possess Cocaine – 2

Possess Amphetamine – 1 
Possess MDMA – 1 

*************************************************

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MEMORANDUM ON LMAPS

AGENDA ITEM 19 ON 16 MAY 2013

LMAPS stands for Local Multi Agency Problem Solving.

Northumberland County Council [NCC] together with Police and other agencies has created a working party that meets on a regular basis at various sites across the west area of the County Council; its boundaries coincide with the NCC West Area Committee boundaries. The Town Council has no input to the working party but the Town Council is asked to nominate a Councillor to attend its meetings so as to provide a local [ie Hexham] point of view.

For information a typical Agenda for an LMAPS meeting is as follows:-
Derick Tiffin, Clerk of the Council

16 May 2013
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‘working together for a safer county




West Tynedale

Local Multi Agency Problem Solving [LMAPS] Meeting

Wednesday 24 April 2013 from 11.15am
 ISOS Office, Anick Road, Hexham
Declaration of Confidentiality & Information Sharing

Agenda

Partnership and Location Issues

	1. 
	Apologies for Absence


	Chair

	2. 
	Minutes of Last Meeting


	Chair

	3. 
	Standing Items

3.i
Tension Monitoring, covering Political, Community, Immigration, 
Asylum and Refugee, Racial and Religious, Criminal, National, 
International, other and future

3.ii
Community Safety Fund

3.iii
Tactical Assessment

3.iv
Fire Service Report

3.v
Road Safety

3.vi
Drugs and Alcohol Update
3.vii
Licensing
	All Partners

LMAPS Officer

Police Inspectors

FRS Representative

Police/FRS Representative LMAPS Officer
Licensing Officer

	4. 
	Problem Solving – Locations and Emerging Issues

4.i
Locations – Neighbourhood Priorities

4.ii
Locations – Community Priorities

4.iii
Emerging Issues – Neighbourhood & Community Priorities

	

	5. 
	Partnership Information
Including Communications
	All


	6. 
	Date and Venue of Next Meeting:
22 May 2013 at ISOS offices Anick Road Hexham
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