HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
I HEREBY GIVE YOU NOTICE THAT a meeting of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Prospect House, Hexham on Monday 7 October 2013 at 6.45 pm, when the following items will be discussed:-

A G E N D A

1. Council will hear residents on any matters they may wish to raise in regard to Hexham, 
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Mayor’s announcements.

4. [at 7.00pm] Police Inspector Kevin Oates will present a local crime report.
5. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 2 September 2013 enclosed.

6. Matters arising, if any.

7. Declarations of interest. [Memorandum enclosed]

8. Accounts for Payment [list enclosed].

9. To comment on Planning Applications received [list enclosed].
10. Correspondence.
11. To consider request to support a PC Duncan Clift Memorial Police dog puppy. See memorandum attached.
12. Cllr D Clegg, Chairman of the Town Plan Built Environment Working Group will propose amendments to the Working Group’s Terms of Reference. See attached.

13. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meetings discretion. [Matters to be raised under this item should be written out [if possible] and handed to the Chairman of the meeting or the Clerk of the Council before the meeting begins].
Derick Tiffin,

Clerk of the Council

2  October 2013
Hexham Town Council

Council Office, St Andrews Cemetery

West Road, Hexham NE46 3RR Tel: 01434609575

Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Hagenda1013
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 2 SEPTEMBER 2013
5894. PUBLIC COMMENTS. Mrs. J E Lloyd made comment on the planning application by McCarthy Stone for the former swimming pool site. She stated the Community Centre Trust has not been adequately consulted or considered in this matter. The community consultation statement made by the applicants is not correct. Mrs. J E Lloyd drew the meetings attention to the proximity of the Centre fire escapes to the development and the loss of light the Centre will suffer. The materials proposed are not in keeping with adjoining premises and not only should there be more use of stone but the brickwork should blend with nearby brick built premises. The disruption to the Centre by building works could lead to a loss of income by a reduction in parking and the applicant should make a offer of compensation. The Hexham Civic Society had also been consulted but so far as she was aware none of its comments had been taken note of.
5895. SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING. Cllr T Robson, the Town Mayor then opened the Council meeting. Present were: Councillors T Cessford, G C Ferguson, J V R Hare, Mrs. I C Brook, Mrs. C Hanley, Dr. Mrs. K F Rose, Mrs. C R Homer, T G E Gillanders, C Cessford, D Kennedy and J M Graham.
5896. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs D Clegg and P E Oliver.
5897. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS. Cllr T Robson, in order to bring the public ‘up to date’ announced that:-
a. The result of the Northumbria in Bloom awards will be known soon and he hoped will bring success to the town.
b. Councillors are meeting with the NCC on Thursday to hear its proposals on ‘free parking for all’.

c. Thanks are due to members of the Town Council ‘Countdown to Christmas’ Working Group that is coordinating various events to bring cheer to Hexham in the period up to Christmas and indeed its proposal for an ice rink will be discussed by Council later in the meeting.
d. Regarding the Town Plan a document ‘Vision for Hexham 2020’ has been circulated to Town Plan Working Group Chairmen and will be included and considered in the Town Plan Working Groups’ discussions and recommendations.
e. As the Mayor he will be attending the 500th anniversary of the Battle of Flodden Field on 9th September and the 500th anniversary of the raid by Hexham on Hawick will also be commemorated in 2014. He will be attending a meeting called by Canon G Usher about this soon and will report to Council about commemoration proposals in due course.

5898. MINUTES. It was AGREED the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 5 August 2013, having been circulated, be signed as a true record.
5899. MATTERS ARISING.
a. PUBLIC TOILETS. Minute 5878 refers. Although this subject at a previous meeting had been passed by Council to the Parks and Amenities Committee it was AGREED instead it would be considered by the Planning and Infrastructure Committee. Cllr Mrs. C Hanley stated she considered the condition of the St Mary’s Wynd toilets was very poor and enquired if Parking Enforcement Officers could also be responsible for enforcing fines for vandalism etc.

b. BANDSTAND WORKING GROUP. Minute 5886 refers. Cllr J V R Hare stated he was withdrawing his proposal to form a Bandstand Working Group. He may bring this before the Council again but has decided to await the results of the grant applications currently being processed by Northumberland County Council.
5900. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllrs T Robson and Mrs. C Hanley declared an interest in planning applications 13/02289 & 13/02291 though only in so far as their membership of Hexham Civic Society, which had lodged its objections to the applications.
5901. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. It was AGREED to authorise payments in accordance with the lists circulated and attached hereto.
5902. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. It was AGREED there were no objections to the planning applications received in accordance with the list[s] circulated and attached hereto apart from:-
a. 13/02266. It was AGREED to object. The proposal will create unacceptable noise, potential litter and the overlooking of nearby residential properties.

b. 13/02289 & 13/02291. It was AGREED to object. Whilst not against the principal of the application the materials did not blend with nearby premises and the fire exits from the adjoining Community Centre seemed to be too close to the proposals. There should also be screening conditions imposed during all periods of the development construction.
c. 13/02253. It was noted objections to the proposal had been lodged by Cllr Mrs. C R Homer and by Hexham Civic Society. After consideration of the proposal it was AGREED to object to the proposal. While appreciating the need for affordable homes in Hexham the use of the proposed site was a breach of the Hexham Green Belt boundary and the Council’s policy was to maintain the existing green belt boundaries.
5903. HERITAGE OPEN DAYS. It was noted a talk about two famous Hexham 18th century cooks is to be held on 12 September 2013 and any Councillor was welcome to attend.

5904. PUBLIC TRANSPORT NEWSLETTER. The September newsletter had been received from NCC and it advised new services between Hexham and Newcastle have been introduced improving the service frequency and providing additional stops.
5905. HEXHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER. The Summer newsletter had been received and is available for perusal by Councillors on request to the Clerk.
5906. QUEENS HALL 150th ANNIVERSARY. It was noted the Queens Hall had been opened on 13 September 1866. It was AGREED the Community Engagement Committee consider if any anniversary celebrations should be considered.

5907. ‘EDIBLE HEXHAM’. The Clerk reported a proposal by Transition Tynedale that a number of vegetable growing beds be planted in the town. The intention then is that anyone may pick the produce foc. This type of scheme had been very successful in other towns. It was AGREED Transition Tynedale had the support of the Council but as none of the proposed sites were controlled by the Town Council, Hexham’s Northumberland County Councillors were asked to support the idea through Northumberland County Council.
5908. DUKESHOUSE WOOD. It was noted an eligible nomination, made by ‘Dukeshouse Heritage Woodland CIC’, has been received by Northumberland County Council that, Dukeshouse Wood be listed as an asset of community value under the Localism Act 2011. In due course NCC will decide if the asset has ‘community value’ and if it does so the asset will remain listed for 5 years. In effect if the asset is offered for sale there is a moratorium against any sale for 6 months. This period should permit any interested community group to prepare an offer to purchase.
5909. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. In the absence of Committee Chairman Cllr P E Oliver the minutes of the Committee meeting dated 13 August 2013 were presented by Committee Vice Chairman Cllr T Cessford. It was AGREED the minutes be approved subject to amending the recommended Council Risk Assessment item ‘Staff – loss of key personnel’ from ‘medium’ to ‘high’ and by amending a typographical error in Minute 13 from 5 September to 2 September 2013. Cllr C Cessford volunteered to work with the Clerk to draw up various standard operating procedures. For the record the agreed risk assessment follows:-

	Topic
	Risk identified
	High/Med/Low risk
	Management of risk
	Staff action
	Internal audit frequency months

	Precept
	Not submitted
	Low
	Council minute. Clerk follow up
	Diary
	24

	
	Not paid by NCC
	Low
	Check and report to Council
	Diary
	24

	
	Adequacy of amount
	High
	Review budget
	Diary
	12

	Cemetery
	Grave allocation
	Med
	Burial register checked per burial
	Clerk
	12

	
	Invoices issued
	Med
	Check to register for suppression
	Clerk
	12

	
	Memorial fees
	Med
	Invoice
	Number issued
	12

	Allotment rentals
	Rent invoices
	Low
	Register to invoice
	Reconcile and perform proof of take
	24

	
	Cash handling
	Low
	Cash thru pay in by Manager/Supt.
	RFO reconcile receipts to banking
	24

	
	Cash banking every 48 hrs
	Low
	Investigate any delays in banking
	RFO to check for delays
	24

	Salaries
	Wrong salary paid
	Med
	Check to cheque. [Pay rises only made in April]
	Mayor verifies
	12

	
	False employee
	Low
	Agree to paye/payroll records
	Mayor verifies
	12

	
	Wrong deductions –NHI/tax
	Med
	Use HMRC RTI program only
	Clerk
	12

	
	New employee – proof of ID, nationality, Right to work & CRB check
	Low
	Copy passport, proof of address, Right to work & CRB checks on file
	Clerk
	12

	Direct costs and overhead expenses
	Goods not supplied
	Med
	Order system Invoice math to purchase order before payment approval
	Approval check by Clerk
	12

	
	Invoice incorrect amount
	Low
	Check arithmetic & agree pricing to order
	Approval check by Clerk
	12

	
	Cheque is excessive
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Mayor verify invoice to cheque
	6

	
	Cheque payable to wrong party
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Mayor verify invoice to cheque
	6

	
	Stock loss
	High
	Control
	 And carry out regular stock checks
	6

	Grants
	Power to pay
	Med
	Check the power or minute it
	Member verify
	12

	
	Agreement of Council to pay
	Low
	Minuted
	Member verify
	12

	
	Conditions [if any] agreed
	Low
	Use reasonable conditions
	RFO check
	12

	
	Cheque and voucher
	Med
	Signatory initials stub and voucher
	Member verify
	12

	
	Follow up verification
	Med
	RFO to check and consider budget
	RFO
	12

	Election costs
	Invoice at agreed rate
	Low
	RFO to check and consider budget
	RFO
	Whenever

	VAT
	VAT analysis
	Med
	All items in cash book
	RFO
	12

	
	Charged on purchases
	Low
	Consider all items per Sage reports for inclusion
	RFO
	12

	
	Claimed within time limit
	Med
	Agree returns submitted. Ensure Sage is up to date so no delay in claims
	RFO
	

	Assets [Land and Property]
	Existence
	Low
	Annual inspection, insurance adequate and agree to asset register
	Finance Committee then Council
	24

	Assets [Machinery]
	Theft
	Med
	Annual inspection, insurance adequate and agree to asset register. Ensure secure storage.
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Assets [Machinery]
	Damage
	Med
	Ensure secure storage and staff properly trained in use
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	All Assets
	Risk to third parties
	Med
	Review adequate PL Insurance. Regular inspect to ensure good repair
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Staff
	Loss of key personnel
	High
	Regular reviews of hours, health, stress, training
	Finance Committee then Council
	24

	
	Fraud by staff
	Low
	Fidelity guarantee value. Address any morale issues. Ensure and check regular controls over cash; stock; machines
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Loss
	Consequential loss due to critical damage or third party performance
	Low
	Consider if insurance cover adequate and robustness of insurers
	Finance Committee then Council
	12

	Maintenance
	Poor performance of assets or amenities, loss of income or performance
	Med
	Annual maintenance inspection/service contracts in place
	Diary
	12

	Borrowing
	Adequacy of finances to be able to repay loans
	Med
	Finance Committee then Council
	Council
	12

	Legal powers
	Illegal activity or payment
	High
	Educate Council as to its legal powers. Councillors receive any training needed
	Diary
	24

	Best value
	Overspend on services
	High
	Ensure correct tendering for services
	Ongoing
	12

	Financial records
	Inadequate records
	Low
	RFO check quarterly + regular internal audit. Maintained on Sage on monthly basis
	Diary
	12

	Minutes
	Accurate and legal
	Low
	Reviewed at following meeting
	Diary
	12

	Members interests
	Conflict of interest
	Med
	All declarations to be minuted
	Diary
	12

	
	Register of Interests
	Low
	Ensure Register up to date after any election
	Diary
	24


5910. LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2104/15. The current list of requests for highway improvements in Hexham was noted. It was AGREED to:-
i. Delete references 08450; 05494; 05495 and 05332.

ii. Reference 05493 may also be deleted for the Parking Enforcement Officers now in post should prevent this problem continuing.

iii. Reference 05529. The Council did not support this as listed but considered there should be a drop off point within the station access area.
iv. Add: a request for additional disabled parking areas in town centre.

v. Add: a request for a permanent traffic system to be installed to deal with winter conditions on Hallstile Bank.

vi. The most urgent requests are:-

1. Reference 05333 - 20MPH Speed limit on Dean Street. In addition a 20MPH limit is requested for the entire town centre.

2. Reference 03330 – Junction improvements at Battle Hill/Beaumont Street/St Wilfrid’s Road. In addition NCC should carry out investigations of all scenarios.
3. Reference 05327 – Junction B6351/Quatre Bras. Some form of pedestrian crossing is required.
5911. HALLSTILE BANK. It was AGREED to request sight of the County Highways Standard Operating Procedures for winter conditions affecting Hallstile Bank.

5912. STANDING ORDERS. In order to clarify Standing Order 3 Committees had been asked to consider the scope of committee responsibilities and agree them. All Committees having done so Council AGREED Standing order 3 be amended and it is now as follows:-
Hexham Town Council Standing Order
3. STRUCTURE

A. The following shall be standing committees of the Council and shall have the scope and delegated powers to act as set out below:-

B. Planning & Infrastructure committee.

Membership will be 4 Councillors + Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

The SCOPE of committee responsibilities will be:-

‘Hexham Cemetery’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding the running of the Cemetery, its land, premises, infrastructure, burials, equipment and staff. Ensuring Cemetery is always available for funerals and that burial records required by law and for administrative purposes are created, updated as may be required and retained indefinitely. Making all decisions and arrangements for staff while they carry out any work for Council that may be the responsibility of other committees.
 ‘Parking’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Parking [However until a new parking regime is agreed with NCC this responsibility is in abeyance.]
‘Local Transport Plan’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding the annual [or other interval] review of LTP requests and making return thereof to NCC.
‘Flood lights and town clock’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding floodlights and town clock to include management, maintenance, replacement or additions.
 ‘Emergency planning’. Considering and discussing with NCC any preemptive action HTC should undertake. Considering and agreeing any requirements which may be recommended by NCC.

C. Finance and General Purposes committee.

I. Membership will be 6 Councillors + Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

II. The SCOPE of committee responsibilities will be:-

‘Internal audit’ Making and carrying out all decisions and arrangements regarding internal audit. [On a triennial basis advertising for and agreeing the appointment of an Internal Auditor]
‘Drafting Annual Budget’. On receiving the budgets required from all Council committees, drafting a Budget and recommending it for adoption by Council.

‘Employees and their welfare’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Employees and their welfare.  Including interviewing and agreeing potential employees, contracts and terms of employment after due consideration of staff requirements of Council and Committees.
‘Freedom of Information’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding requests received under the Freedom of Information Act. Reviewing Council policy as may be required by the Act.
‘Grant Aid’. Making all decisions regarding amounts of grants, donations or contributions to voluntary organisations, to include all arrangements regarding applications.
‘Risk Management’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding assessment of Council risk. Periodically reviewing effectiveness of internal control including risk assessment and recommending adoption of any such review by Council.
‘Councillors and Employee training’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding training that may be required by Councillors and Council employees.
‘Quality Council’. Whenever the Quality Town Council scheme is re-launched, reviewing its requirements and making any decisions and arrangements to enable the Council to qualify as a Quality Council.
D. Parks and Amenities committee

I. Membership will be 4 Councillors + Mayor and Deputy Mayor

II. The SCOPE of committee responsibilities will be:-

‘Allotments’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Allotment sites at Wydon Park, Dene Park and Quatre Bras to include management, maintenance and agreeing rentals. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding a Best Kept Allotment competition including agreeing judge[s], prizes and presentation ceremony.

‘Christmas displays’. Making all decisions and arrangements for Christmas lights and tree displays including any switch on ceremony.

‘Mayors receptions’. Making all decisions and arrangements for the Mayors Annual Reception including after consultation with the Mayor - invitees, venue, catering and format.
‘Steward and Bailiff’. Making all decisions and arrangements for the annual award of the ‘Honorary Steward and Bailiff of Hexham’.
‘Young Employee’. Making all decisions and arrangements for the award of the ‘Town Council Young Employee of the Year’ [a trophy and cash prize] in consultation with the major joint sponsor - Rotary Club of Hexham.
‘Litter bins’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Litter Bins to include management, maintenance, replacements or additions.

‘Flower displays’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Flower beds and displays to include management, maintenance, replacements or additions.

‘Public seats & Bus shelters’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Seats & Bus shelters to include management, maintenance, replacements or additions.

 ‘Street signage’. Making all decisions regarding Street signage including management, maintenance, replacements or additions to [HTC owned] signage and recommending, if requested, street names in new developments.

‘Tree planting’. Considering any proposals received for additional Tree planting within the Parish.

 ‘Play areas’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding Play Areas at Wydon Park, Dene Park, Sele, Tyne Green, Bell Terrace and Broadway to include management, maintenance, replacements or additions. Considering and commenting on any proposals for additional play areas within the Parish.

E. Community Engagement committee

I. Membership will be 4 Councillors + Mayor and Deputy Mayor

II. The SCOPE of committee responsibilities will be:-

‘Remembrance Day’. Making and carrying out all decisions and arrangements for all Remembrance ceremonies.
‘War Memorials’. Making all decisions and arrangements regarding War Memorials to include management and maintenance. [NB: War Memorials cannot be dealt with in any way without first consulting and taking advice from the War Graves Commission.]
‘Armed Forces Day’. Making and carrying out all decisions and arrangements for Armed Forces Day celebrations.
 ‘Council web site & newsletter’. Making all decisions and arrangements on content and format of the Council web site & newsletter.

‘Britain in Bloom Group’. Reporting as and when for consideration by the Committee, any requests or suggestions that may be made by the Group.

‘Hexham Youth Initiative; Hexham Community Partnership; Hexham Town Twinning Association’. Liaising, by way of a Committee nominee with these non-statutory organisations. Reporting as and when for consideration by the Committee, any requests or suggestions that may be made by these non-statutory organisations.
‘Action for Market Towns’. Liaising, by way of a Committee member with the non-statutory organisation Action for Market Towns. Reporting as and when for consideration by the Committee, any suggestions or proposals arising from Council’s membership of the organisation the nominee considers would be advantageous to the Council.

‘Additional’. Liaising, by way of a Committee nominee with any additional non-statutory or statutory organisation[s] the Council or the Committee may consider desirable. Reporting as and when for consideration by the Council or the Committee any requests or suggestions that may be made by such organisations[s].
F. Each Committee shall deal with the functions set out under the heading of ‘Scope’.

G. Each Committee Chairman will be the Council’s spokesperson and lead Councillor for the functions listed under Scope.

H. Each Committee shall agree any expenditure required for committee responsibilities, without exceeding any agreed budget
I. Each Committee may appoint sub-committees with members and terms of reference determined by Committee and ratified by Council.

J. Only the Council can or will exercise the following functions:

I. The Budget including allocation of financial resources to Committees, setting contingency funds, agreeing the precept and approving the Annual Return.

II. Adopting or amending Standing Orders, Policies or Protocols.

III. Appointing the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Committee Chairmen.

IV. Appointing representatives to outside bodies unless delegated to committees.

V. Agreeing terms of reference and composition of committees and committee appointments.

VI. Dissolving committees.

VII. Approving and adopting minutes of committees.

VIII. All matters not stated above and or in law reserved to the Council.

K. The Council may appoint advisory committees comprising Councillors and non Councillors and may appoint working groups, to be time limited and to focus on a specific issue.                                                     
 [Standing order 3 ends.]
5913. TOWN PLAN WORKING GROUPS – TERMS OF REFERENCE. Minute 5891aii refers. The draft Terms of Reference as circulated were considered and AGREED. All Working Group Chairmen will now issue a copy to their group members as and when such persons become a working group member. The Groups are also being issue with a document ‘Hexham 2020 - A vision for Hexham’. They will consider and include elements of this within their deliberations.
5914. PROPOSAL: CHRISTMAS ICE RINK. Cllr J M Graham proposed the Council hire an artificial ice rink for the period 6, 7 and 8 December 2013. After obtaining three estimates, as circulated with agenda, he recommended the quote of Ice Magic of Wokingham of £4200.00 be accepted. After consideration of the likely users and the possible income, his proposal was AGREED. The rink will be one of the attractions forming a part of the Countdown to Christmas programme that the Councils working group is arranging. In order to ensure funds for the hire and for the event itself are available it was AGREED to transfer £4500.00 from ‘Contingency’ [8400] to ‘Support for Town events’ [8020].
5915. NALC - HEXHAM AND HEXHAMSHIRE NOMINEE. Cllr G C Ferguson had completed a three year term as nominee for Hexham and Hexhamshire on the NALC County Committee and nominations for the post were now being requested. It was AGREED no nomination from Hexham be made and so hopefully the Hexhamshire area will make a nomination.
5916. RESIDENTS PARKING RESTRICTION – CIRCLE PLACE. The NCC proposed introduction of residents parking at Circle Place and an additional no waiting restriction on Haugh Lane. It was AGREED both proposals be supported.
5917. ABBEY FLOODLIGHT - DAMAGE. The Clerk reported an unknown vehicle had collided with the northernmost floodlight plinth in front of the Abbey in the Market Place. An initial estimate to repair it had been £1586.00 but the Councils retained structural engineers Crawford Higgins are firstly obtaining three quotations and it is hoped the plinth will be repaired shortly. A claim will be made under the Councils insurance policy. Enquiries are also ongoing to try to ascertain the person or persons liable and the Police have also been advised. Enquiries of nearby premises for any witnesses are also ongoing.
5918. COCKSHAW BURN. The overgrown path of the Cockshaw burn from near the Sele to as far as Tyne Green was not only a visual ‘disaster’ but could lead to flooding due to the excessive overgrowth. It was AGREED to press the Environment Agency to carry out maintenance urgently. It was also AGREED to request in due course the Flood Bank Coordinator make a short presentation to the Council.
5919. TYNEDALE TENNIS CLUB. The Club had reopened after its recent refurbishment and it was AGREED the congratulations of the Council be sent to the club committee.

5920. NEXT MEETING. The next meeting of the Council will be held on 7 October 2013 commencing at 6.45pm.

__________________________________ Chairman
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012 Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under consideration.

To do so Councilors must use one of the following statements:-

1.  “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest in…………………………………………………. [for example:-] Agenda item 3, Planning application number 13/1234”.

[NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply].

2. “I have a disclosable personal interest in………………………………………………….... [for example:-] Agenda item 4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative

[NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies].
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the definitions of [A] pecuniary interest and [B] other personal interest and their obligations when declaring any such interests.

To ensure Councillors interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above statements when declaring an interest.

[NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.]
Derick Tiffin,

Clerk of the Council

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 7 OCTOBER 2013

Payments are authorised by LGA1972s14;s144;s145;s214;s215 or PCA1957
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount
	VAT
	Net
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Safe Secure 24
	Alarm systems 24 hour monitoring
	15.60
	2.60
	13.00
	Ddb
	7015

	Safe Secure 24
	Annual service alarm systems
	340.20
	56.70
	283.50
	107054
	7015

	Staff wages
	October
	9226.67
	0
	9226.67
	107068/74
	6000

	HMRC
	PAYE 7
	2363.24
	0
	2363.24
	107079
	6000

	Northumberland County Council
	Pension contributions October
	2299.67
	0
	2299.67
	107078
	6005

	HSBC
	Bank charges August
	31.15
	0
	31.15
	Ddb
	5015

	BT plc
	Accounts
	386.47
	64.41
	322.06
	Ddb
	5020

	David Dixon
	Propane
	50.99
	2.43
	48.56
	107055
	7005

	David Dixon
	Propane
	50.99
	2.43
	48.56
	107055
	7005

	David Dixon
	Strim line
	53.78
	8.96
	44.82
	107055
	7015

	David Dixon
	Weedkiller
	69.60
	11.60
	58.00
	107055
	7020

	David Dixon
	Repairs to mower
	171.25
	28.54
	142.71
	107055
	7015

	C J L Fenwick
	Repairs to swings
	168.00
	28.00
	140.00
	107056
	7210

	Purdy’s skip hire
	One lift QBras allotments
	168.00
	28.00
	140.00
	107057
	7200

	Purdy’s skip hire
	One lift Cemetery
	168.00
	28.00
	140.00
	107057
	7020

	Northumbrian Water
	Rates
	122.64
	0
	122.64
	107053
	8220

	PWLB
	Loan installment
	4951.69
	0
	4951.69
	Ddb
	8200

	Rickerby Ltd
	Annual service and renewals J Deere tractor
	594.06
	99.02
	495.04
	107058
	7015

	Rickerby Ltd
	Annual service and renewals Yanmar tractor
	289.31
	48.22
	241.09
	107058
	7015

	Rickerby Ltd
	Annual service and renewals Kubota tractor
	708.30
	118.04
	590.26
	107058
	7015

	Rickerby Ltd
	Annual service and renewals Iseki tractor
	510.90
	85.14
	425.76
	107058
	7015

	Rickerby Ltd
	Parts etc Iseki axle repair
	724.68
	115.96
	608.72
	107076
	7015

	Dale Garage
	Diesel
	393.30
	65.55
	327.75
	Ddb
	7005

	Lloyd Ltd
	Repairs starter Gt Dane mower
	103.20
	17.20
	86.00
	107059
	7015

	Costco Ltd
	Bird seed
	41.94
	0
	41.94
	Ddb
	7020

	Contingency
	Transfer to Support for events
	4500.00
	0
	4500.00
	Transfer
	8400

	Christmas Plus Ltd
	LED bulbs for park displays
	4370.40
	728.40
	3642.00
	107060
	7800

	David Robinson Nurseries Ltd
	Plant
	7.99
	1.33
	6.66
	107061
	7610

	Npower
	Account
	406.34
	19.35
	386.99
	Ddb
	8210

	Orange
	Account
	164.74
	27.46
	137.28
	Ddb
	5020

	Darlington BC
	Winter bedding plants
	3095.77
	515.96
	2579.81
	107062
	7610

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	17.23
	2.87
	14.36
	107063
	5045

	Viking Direct
	Paper products
	48.67
	8.11
	40.56
	107063
	7020

	Assettrac
	Grave markers
	1212.00
	202.00
	1010.00
	107065
	7025

	Jewson Ltd
	Various tapes, sealants
	51.61
	8.61
	43.00
	107066
	7020

	Greenlay Ltd
	Replacemnt flasher unit
	36.19
	6.03
	30.16
	107067
	7010

	TOTAL
	
	37914.57
	2330.92
	35583.65
	
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 7 OCTOBER 2013
MAYORS ALLOWANCE - ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

	Payee
	Detail
	Cheque amount
	VAT
	Net of VAT
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Balance
	At 7 October 2013
	1550.74
	
	1550.74
	
	5030

	Top Signs
	Pennant for Flodden
	75.60
	12.60
	63.00
	107075
	5030

	Balance
	Forward
	
	
	1487.74
	
	


INCOME – AUGUST {PART} & SEPTEMBER 2013
	RECEIVED
	DETAIL
	CREDITED
	INVOICE
	DATE
	REF

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	560.00
	Hd13/70
	290813
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	140.00
	Hd13/71
	290813
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	140.00
	Hd13/72
	290813
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	450.00
	Hd13/74
	290813
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	728.00
	Hd13/73
	300813
	4010

	Various
	Allotment rents
	312.00
	---
	290813
	4000

	Support for events
	Transfer from Contingency
	4500.00
	Transfer
	020913
	8020

	NCC
	Precept
	124695.00
	---
	120913
	4025

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	168.00
	Hd13/75
	090913
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	560.00
	HD13/76
	090913
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	728.00
	HD13/77
	090913
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	140.00
	HD13/72
	090913
	4010

	Various
	Allotment rents
	209.00
	---
	100913
	4000

	Various
	Allotment rents
	208.00
	---
	230913
	4000

	Various
	Allotment rents
	312.00
	---
	230913
	4000

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	1008.00
	Hd13/80
	250913
	4010

	Various
	Allotment rents
	208.00
	---
	260913
	4000

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	1008.00
	Hd13/83
	300913
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	1120.00
	Hd13/81
	300913
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fees
	728.00
	Hd13/82
	300913
	4010

	Various
	Allotment rents
	390.00
	---
	300913
	4000

	TOTAL
	
	138312.00
	
	
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL FOR COMMENT ON 7 OCTOBER 2013

PAGE ONE
	Reference
	Description
	Applicant

	13/02583
	Change of use from office to betting shop and installation of on roof condenser units, satellite dish and aerial at 3 Cattle Market Hexham
	M Cooper

	13/02663
	Change of use from Hairdressing salon to Bistro at 9A Battle Hill Hexham
	Mrs. A Clark

	13/02519
	Change of use from redundant mental health care building to hostel at Woodlands Lodge Dene Park Hexham
	NCC

	13/02651
	Prune 5 yews by 20cms every 6 months to maintain as topiary pillars at 38 Gibson Fields Hexham
	C Gliding

	13/02491TPO
	Fell sycamore, prune ash at Overstone House Elvaston Road Hexham
	Mrs. F Robson

	13/02626
	Install shipping container to house biomass boiler at Kings Cottage RH Allendale Road Hexham
	D Murray

	13/02607
	Single storey extensions  and 1st floor side extension at 41 Elvaston Road Hexham
	N Kirkbride

	All above
	Applications have already been returned without comment
	

	13/02767
	One illuminated fascia sign, one illuminated hanging sign at 3 Cattle Market Hexham
	Wm. Hill Organisation

	13/02705
	Construct internal bureau do change, new shop front signage and internal shop fitting at 44 Fore Street Hexham
	Hays Travel

	13/02755
	Single storey rear and side extension at ‘Lynnhurst’ Elvaston Drive Hexham
	J Swabey

	13/02810
	Pruning works to various trees on land east of Eldon Road Hexham
	NCC

	13/02748
	Construction of fish pass at Hexham Bridge Tyne Mills Hexham
	Tyne Rivers Trust

	13/02826
	Erect garden shed at Leazes Cottage East, Leazes Lane Hexham
	A Lynch

	13/02831LB
	Refurbish and convert to retain two retail units and 3 residential flats at 19 St Mary’s Chare Hexham
	Mrs. L Fulton

	13/02662LB
	Internal alterations for change of use form hairdressers to bistro with new fascia sign at 9A Battle Hill Hexham
	Mrs. A Clark

	13/02892LB
	Structural repairs to second floor to address severe condition at 23/30 Market Place Hexham
	R J Boaden and Mrs. E Wright

	13/02880
	Demolish lean to upvc conservatory, construct garden room at 10 Burncroft Hexham 
	S Belton


	13/02847
	Remove conservatory and replace with sun room at ‘Stocks’ Causey Hill Hexham
	J Davison

	13/02624LB
	Install cycle shelter and CCTV at Rail Station Hexham
	Northern Rail Ltd

	
	
	


NOTE: Any objections made on applications must be ‘material planning reasons.’ There is no definitive list but examples are:-

National planning policy.

Policies in adopted and emerging regional and local development plans.

Suitability of the site for the proposal.

Visual appearance of the proposal and relationship with the surrounding environment.

Landscaping issues:- lack of light; over shadowing; over development.

Building materials and height:- scale; design; layout in comparison with neighboring developments.

Impact on listed buildings; conservation areas or their settings.

Effect on residential amenity of neighbours.

Local needs of area such as employment, commercial or social facilities.

NB
All planning applications [and the decisions thereon] are now on line at http://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications.

If Hexham Town Council objects to an application listed above the objection is lodged on line. In the absence of an objection recorded on line the comment ‘No objections’ should be assumed.
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MEMORANDUM TO COUNCIL
PC Duncan Clift - Memorial Police Dog Puppy
Mr Anthony Sharpe [a retired police officer] has suggested he breed a dog specifically to be trained as a guide dog that will be presented to Kent Police in memory of the late Police Constable Duncan Clift who lost his life when trying to arrest a car thief at Wentworth car park a number of years ago.
He feels this will be a gesture of the connection between Hexham and the Hexham and Kent police. 

PC Duncan Clift was a serving member of the Kent police force when he was killed in Wentworth car park while attempting to stop a car thief even though he was off duty and during a holiday he was taking at his parents’ home nearby.

Mr Sharpe asks for no financial input from the Council, unless it wishes to donate, but hopes it will support his proposal. If it does he would then continue his initial discussions with Kent Police and Northumbria Police in order to formalise his proposal.
Derick Tiffin,

Clerk of the Council

21 September 2013

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

TERMS of REFERENCE

for

The Hexham Town Plan 'Built Environment’ Working Group
Duration:

· The Working Group shall be constituted for an initial period ending on 31 March 2014
· The initial period may be extended for an additional period which must be defined by the Town Council at a Council meeting

Composition:

· The Working Group may include three Hexham Town residents and/or representative of local organisations

· Three members of the Working Group must be Town Councilors, to include the Mayor [Cllr T Robson] and the Working Group Chairman will be Cllr D Clegg

· The Working Group may determine its maximum membership subject to prior approval by the Town Council

Powers:

· The Working Group will only act in an advisory capacity to the Town Council

· The Working Group may liaise with other Local or County Councils

· The Working Group may consult with authorities and organisations

· The Working Group has no power to commit the Town Council either financially or in principle

· The Working Group has no overall decision making capabilities

· All members of the Working Group must be familiar with its Terms of Reference

Expenses:

· The Working Group has no budget but reasonable incidental expenses incurred in the course of the Working Group's work may be reimbursed, subject to prior approval by the Town Council

Data:

· The Working Group may undertake such surveys as it requires, these should be coordinated with the Town Council & other groups to ensure that any surveys are conducted efficiently and minimize disruption to community households

· All information collected is to be made available to the Town Council

Remit & Reporting:

· The Working Group is to review and if agreed amend and then recommend a revised ‘Vision for the ‘Built Environment’ in Hexham – 2020’

· The Working Group is to consider the interim ‘Hexham Action Plan’ agreed by Council 3 June 2013 [Minute 5793] and any issues its members deem as significant

· The Working Group will submit a short written report to the Council to be considered by Council on 2 December 2013

· The Working Group will develop a vision for the Town in 2020

· With regard to the demographics of the community, the Working Group is to identify the socio/economic characteristics of the community, including the needs of various community groups.  Regard may be had to the surrounding area [eg Sandhoe and Acomb parishes], in order to achieve economies of scale.

· If the proposals include a funding requirement an initial report must be received by the Finance and General Purposes Committee by 3 December following the creation of the Working Group
· Any funding proposals must follow a prescribed format - which will be detailed later.

Approved by Hexham Town Council at the Council meeting held on 2 September 2013
Copied to members of the working group



7 September 2013

Confirmed by the Clerk of the Council on



2 September 2013
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