HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
I HEREBY GIVE YOU NOTICE that a meeting of the Council will be held at Hexham
House, Gilesgate, Hexham NE46 3NH on Monday 9 September 2019 at 6.45pm,
when the following items will be discussed:
AGENDA
1. Council to hear questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the

agenda or relating to Hexham.
2. Apologies for Absence.
3. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 5 August 2019,
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

enclosed.
Matters arising not on the agenda – for report only, if any.
Mayor’s announcements.
Declarations of interest (see enclosed).
To agree accounts for payment (list enclosed).
Local Transport Plan 2020/21 – to agree the Council’s top three priority
issues.
Sustainability Policy Resolution Proposal from Councillor T G E Gillanders:
“In line with the approaches taken by the Government and
Northumberland County Council, Hexham Town Council recognises there
is a climate emergency” (see full proposal enclosed).
To note the draft minutes (attached) of Committee meetings held in
August.
To consider any correspondence received.
Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meeting’s discretion.
(Matters to be raised under this item should be written out (if possible) and
handed to the Chairman of the meeting or the Town Clerk before the
meeting begins.)

Jane Kevan
Town Clerk
3 September 2019
Hexham Town Council
Council Office
St Andrew’s Cemetery
West Road
Hexham
NE46 3RR
Tel: 01434 609575
Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Hagenda0919
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 AUGUST 2019

7322.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS:
CARBON NEUTRAL: A local resident noted that as NCC had declared their
intention to go Carbon Neutral by 2030 would the Town Council consider doing
the same. Councillor Hull advised that a Working Party had been set up to assist
with implementing the sustainability policy.
BENSON’S MONUMENT: A local resident noted that an application for cleansing
Benson’s monument had been submitted by NCC.
PLASTIC FREE HEXHAM: A local resident noted that as there were a group of
residents working towards a plastic free Hexham, with the support of Hexham
Community Partnership, would the Town Council pass a resolution to support the
removal of all single-use plastic items from Council supported events. Councillor
Hull advised that this was one of the areas which were being examined by the
Working Group on sustainability.
OVER-ARCHING SUPPORT: A local resident asked for assurances that any
proposals recommended on the sustainability working group would have overarching implications for all the Town Council’s decisions.
A WARNING: A local resident noted that care should be taken about making
precipitate decisions, as the withdrawal of single use plastic straws had to be
reversed when the alternatives could not be recycled.
BORDERLANDS: A local resident noted that the Borderlands initiative indicated
that considerable sums of money would be available to towns such as Alnwick
and he asked if similar sums would be coming to Hexham. Councillor Hull
advised that the deployment of funds was not yet agreed nor known.
RECORDING OF MEETING. It was noted that the meeting was being recorded
for www.hexhamtv.com.

7323.

JULY COUNCIL MEETING: Councillor R Hull, the Town Mayor, then opened the
Council meeting. Present were Councillors S Ball, T G E Gillanders, C Hanley, T
Pearson, T Dodds, D Bell, J Ord and J M Graham.

7324.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were given on behalf of Councillors Cessford,
Hare, Green, Homer and Kennedy.

7325.

PRESENTATION FROM ROB MURFIN, HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES. Mr
Murfin began his presentation by “confessing” to being employed by Greenpeace
in a previous career and said that the aims of the planning services were to
deliver sustainable development by using land in the best interests of the public.
He said that the NCC Local Policy was coming under examination and that while
there was an acceptance that new houses needed to be built, some of which
should be affordable, there was a feeling that this should take place elsewhere.
He said that there was a perception that the Planners were out to stop
development and in fact they were there to assist. He expressed his concern
about the retailing aspect of the County’s towns and gave as his view that
successful towns will lose up to 30% of their outlets, while unsuccessful towns
could lose up to 70%. Mr Murfin outlined the planning process where Planning
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Services receive over 5,000 fresh applications each year, most of which are
handled without dispute. Occasionally, Officers may recommend acceptance of
an application but then it is subsequently rejected by the local politicians. This is
right and proper and shows that the system is protected by local interests. Finally
he commented upon the importance of Neighbourhood Plans in recommending
positions and commented that they would always be listened to when decisions
are being made at County. Level. This would be particularly so when S106/CIL
money was being considered for a local project. Mr Murfin took questions on the
risk of overburdening developers with S106 demands; on the risk of S106 money
being spent on County Councillors “pet projects”; and on the perceived lack of
urgency for some developments. He said that a new protocol was being
developed to clarify the use of S106 money and that a reorganisation of Planning
Services would see more resources being put into enforcement. However, he
stressed that retrospective applications should not be asked to carry out work
which could be considered punitive. On asked about the Planning Services
requirements to have buildings designed to be as “climate compliant” as possible
he agreed that all developments should be asked to build to the highest passible
standards, and that virgin material should be used as little as possible.
7326

MINUTES: The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 8 July 2019, having
been circulated, were AGREED.

7327.

MATTERS ARISING:
a. OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT (minute 7312 refers). It was NOTED that
this equipment had now been installed and launched on 20 July 2019.
Councillors Ball, Cessford, Gillanders, Homer and Pearson were present
to see Jo Foster, Women’s world power lifting champion, performing the
cutting of the ribbon.
b. HERITAGE ACTION ZONE (minute 7312(k) refers). It was NOTED that an
application for funding had been forwarded to County Hall and an answer
was expected by the end of the year.

7328.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. For information Councillor Hull advised the
meeting:
a. GREEN FLAG AWARD: He was pleased to advise that this has been
retained for St Andrew’s Cemetery in 2019/20.
b. HEXPRESS: On 9th July he attended a meeting of the editorial board and
advised that any copy should be with the Community Partnership by 9th
August.
c. EGGER: On 10th July he attended a meeting with Egger to discuss
matters of mutual interest. It was agreed to set up a regular liaison
meeting.
d. SEMINAR ON THE FUTURE OF MARKET TOWNS: On 10th July he
attended this seminar, which he found very informative.
e. ST JOSEPH’S MIDDLE SCHOOL: On 15th July he presented awards at St
Joseph’s Middle School leavers’ ceremony.
f. HEXHAM HUB: He attended a meeting of the Hub on 20th July.
g. HEXHAM EAST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION: With Councillors Hanley
and Homer he attended a meeting of the association on 25th July.
h. COMMUNITY GROUPS: With Councillor Gillanders he attended a
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i.

meeting on 31st July designed to support fund raising within local voluntary
community groups.
COUNCILLOR CESSFORD: He read a report by Councillor Cessford
regarding anti-social behaviour and graffiti in the town. Councillor
Cessford had raised his concerns with the Police Force who had
investigated and concluded that the incidence of such behaviour was low
compared to the rest of the area. They had highlighted the poor driving
behaviour of Wentworth car park users and had expressed their intention
to enforce action on those driving recklessly and without due care and
attention.

7329.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.

7330.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: It was AGREED to authorise payments in
accordance with the list that had been circulated and attached to the agenda.

7331.

DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES: The draft minutes for meetings of the Planning
& Infrastructure, Community Engagement and Finance & General Purposes
Committees held in July 2019 were NOTED. Councillor Pearson announced that
the Christmas lights would be switched on after the clocks went back and that the
town would be asked to celebrate VE Day on 10th May 2020 by attending a party
in the park dressed in 1940 style clothes.

7332.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. (Note: wherever possible, all
communications addressed to the Council are circulated to Councillors for
information as and when received.)
a. POLLING DISTRICT REVIEW: It was noted that Councillors had been
circulated information on this review where the Returning Officer’s
comments and proposals were published on 31 July and the public
consultation period will close on 30 September.
b. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS: It was noted that
Councillors had been circulated information on Orders relating to
Cowgarth and Loughbrow Park.
c. NO 28 COMMUNITY PROJECT: It was noted that Councillors had
been circulated information about an event on 15 August.
d. CHRYSALIS: It was noted that Councillors had been circulated
information about the AGM on 14 August.

7333.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Council will be held on 9 September
2019 at 6.45pm at Hexham House, Hexham.

Chairman ………………………………………………
Signed as a correct record of the minutes of the meeting held on 5 August 2019.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012
Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under
consideration.
To do so Councillors must use one of the following statements: “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest

in…………………………………………………. (for example) Agenda item
3, Planning application number 14/1234”.
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply).
 “I have a disclosable personal interest

in………………………………………………….... (for example) Agenda item
4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies).
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the
definitions of (A) pecuniary interest and (B) other personal interest and their
obligations when declaring any such interests.
To ensure Councillors’ interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above
statements when declaring an interest.
NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter
or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a
dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it
but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 9 SEPTEMBER 2019
Payments are authorised by LGA 1972 s14, 144, 145, 214 or 215 or PCA 1957
Payee

Detail

Safe and
Secure 24
HSBC

Alarm systems 24
hour monitoring
Bank charges
(July)

15.60

2.60

24.60

0

Malthurst Ltd
EE & T
Mobile
Ford Lease

Diesel (August)
Accounts (August)

355.50
51.36

Monthly payment
for Transit Tipper
Skip (Quatre Bras
- July)
Replacement sign
on West Road and
removal of sign at
Corbridge Road
2 year renewal of
HTC website
domain name
Twin external
recycling bin

J&J Stanley
Ltd
Unipart
Dorman
Peter Rodger
Jaydee
Living Ltd

Amount VAT

Net

Cheque
number
13.00 DD

Ref.

24.60 DD

5060

59.25
8.56

296.25 Visa
42.80 DD

7310
5010

366.00

61.00

305.00 DD

7315

252.00

42.00

210.00 BACS

7020

4952.40

825.40

4127.00 BACS

7160

94.00

0

94.00 BACS

7830

437.94

72.99

364.95 Visa

7100

6560.74

995.24

5565.50 BACS

5100

97.70

0

97.70 BACS

7850

45.60
3139.85

7.60
523.31

38.00 BACS
2616.54 BACS

7320
7120

39.20
1678.80

0
279.80

39.20 BACS
1399.00 BACS

6010
7040

800.00

0

800.00 BACS

5600

629.48
18.72

29.98
3.12

599.50 BACS
15.60 BACS

7310
7380

37.58

6.26

31.32 BACS

7380

7380

(litterbins.co.uk)

Chaser
Communications

Ltd
Adapt NE
Rickerby Ltd
Darlington
Borough
Council
Philip Sewell
Millennium
Quest
Limited
Ludman
Planning Ltd
WCF Fuels
Hutchinson

Termination and
associated fees
HinBloom summer
judging transport
Light for tractor
Summer bedding,
compost and moss
Milk
Call out and fault
fix charges 2018

HNP consultant
fee July/August
Diesel oil
Sewage treatment
Environmental filter cleaned and
Solutions Ltd diaphragms
replaced
Easy Hire NE Vibrating plate hire
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Ltd
Thompsons
of Prudhoe
Limited
Coulson
Construction
Ltd
J P Westall
Ltd
Lloyd Ltd
Lloyd Ltd
Lloyd Ltd
David Dixon
Ltd
David Dixon
Ltd
Onecom
Limited
Information
Commissioner’s

Office
TOTALS

Top soil

179.42

29.90

149.52 BACS

7380

Haulage of
whinstone dust
and top soil
Investigate/ stop
leak on Cemetery
water supply
SCAG Ride-on
grasscutter
Tipping trailer,
Hovamover,
Brushcutter
Roller mower
Strimmer head

631.02

105.17

525.85 BACS

7380

736.60

122.77

613.83 BACS

7380

9420.00

1570.00

7850.00 BACS

7315

4122.00

687.00

3435.00 BACS

7315

1500.00
24.29

250.00
4.05

1250.00 BACS
20.24 BACS

7315
7320

21.57

3.60

17.97 BACS

7320

34.38

5.73

28.65 BACS

5010

35.00

0

35.00 DD

6000

Grasscutter clutch
spring
Broadband
provision
Annual data
protection
registration fee

36301.35 5695.33

Page 7 of 17

30606.02

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 9 SEPTEMBER 2019
Payee

Detail

Amount

VAT

Net

Balance b/f
Hexham Abbey
Festival of the Arts
– Donation
Hexham
Community
Partnership –
Donation for No
28’s 10th
anniversary
celebrations

Cheque
number

250.00

0

2140.15
250.00 109303

100.00

0

100.00 109304

Balance fwd

Ref.
5080
5080

1790.15

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL – INCOME – AUGUST 2019
Credit from

Detail

Ann
Macdonald
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various

Christmas Market
fee
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges

TOTAL

Amount

Invoice
reference

130.00
975.00
815.00
785.00
315.00
1000.00
975.00
815.00
160.00
5970.00
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HD2019/49
HD2019/50
HD2019/51
HD2019/52
HDW2019/53
HD2019/54
HD2019/55
HD2019/57

Date

Ref.

010819

5130

120819
120819
140819
160819
160819
210819
270819
270819

4010
4010
4010
4010
4010
4010
4010
4010

Hexham Neighbourhood Plan 2019/20
(As at 31 August 2019)
Budget

Expense
(net)

Detail

Date

Cheque
No.

£1200.00

Planning consultant fee

BACS

£5000.00
£3800.00

£800.00

Planning consultant fee

Balance owed
from 2018/2019
(paid 2/5/2019)
Work done in
July and August
2019

BACS

£3000.00

£5000.00
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Balance

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
9 SEPTEMBER 2019
FULL PROPOSAL FROM COUNCILLOR GILLANDERS
Hexham Town Council Resolution
In line with the approaches taken by the Government and Northumberland County
Council Hexham Town Council recognises there is a climate emergency.
As a Council, it will aim to be carbon neutral by 2030.
The Council recognises it has a significant role to play in maximising its contribution
to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions – both in reducing its own carbon
footprint and promoting and facilitating wider behaviour change through its local
leadership.
The Council also recognises that it has an influencing role in encouraging other
organisations and individuals to work towards sustainable outcomes in Hexham.
In its Sustainability Policy the Council aims to:







Pursue the social, health and economic needs of the town while minimising
environmental impacts.
Seek to ensure local needs are met through local resources.
Seek to minimise and ensure the efficient consumption of energy, water and
other natural resources.
Seek to minimise the production of waste and reduce the impact of its
disposal.
Seek to reduce or prevent pollution and minimise emissions of greenhouse
gases wherever possible.
Protect and enhance the biodiversity of the town

In particular, Hexham Town Council will implement its sustainability policy by:
1. quantifying and then reducing its carbon footprint so that the Town Council is
carbon neutral by 2030
2. seeking to minimise the Council’s use of energy from fossil fuels including
changing the Council’s use of energy to renewables when its current energy
contract expires
3. investigating energy efficiency measures within Council buildings
4. working with partners, including Northumberland County Council, to
encourage the production of renewable energy in compliance with the
requirements of Hexham Neighbourhood Plan Policy 20
5. continuing the Council’s policy of local procurement and encouraging local
businesses to do the same
6. working with Northumberland County Council to provide a more suitable
waste management service, including food waste
7. ensuring the use of recycled paper by the Council
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8. ensuring empty ink cartridges used by the Council are recycled
9. seeking to reduce single use and non-recyclable plastics by the Council and
to encourage its reduction within the Town of Hexham
10. investigating with Northumberland County Council and Northumbrian Water
the possibility of reinstating old water fountains and installing new ones
11. encouraging healthy and responsible living by working with Northumberland
County Council to make walking, cycling and public transport options more
available and thus reducing the need to use cars
12. encouraging the use of electric vehicles through encouraging the installation
of more electric vehicle charging points
13. considering an annual Mayor’s award to recognise environmental initiatives
throughout Hexham
14. considering and examining the use of alternatives to chemical pesticides and
herbicides on Council owned land
15. encouraging allotment holders to cultivate organically
16. ensuring all trees of significant amenity value within Hexham are identified
17. erecting bat and bird boxes in the cemetery
18. seeking opportunities to plant trees
19. producing an annual review of progress
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN AUGUST 2019
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING AND
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 19 AUGUST 2019
1171.

PRESENT: Councillor T G E Gillanders in the Chair and Councillors J Ord, D
Bell and C Hanley.

1172.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Hull, Bell and
Hare.

1173.

MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 30 July 2019, having been
circulated, were AGREED.

1174.

MATTERS ARISING:
a) RECYCLING BINS (minute 1164a refers).It was noted that the bins
have been delivered and are waiting to be sited.
b) WEEDKILLING AND WILDFLOWER PLANTING (minute 1164b
refers). It was noted that Councillors Hull and Ord had met with the
Operations Manager and Andy Lees to discuss the Cemetery road
verge. The recommendation and costs for meadow vegetation were
noted and it was AGREED, in principle, to start the necessary
preparation and use funding from the contingency budget (if agreed
by the Finance and General Purposes Committee). It was also
AGREED to ask the Operations Manager to contact the local farmer
about use of a disc or chain harrow and to offer him the hay.
c) SUSTAINABILITY PLAN (minute 1168 refers). It was noted that the
meeting scheduled for 16 September had been held earlier, on 14
August. It was AGREED that Councillor Gillanders will propose a
Sustainability Policy Resolution to the next meeting of the Full
Council.
d) LAND OWNERSHIP (minutes 1145g and 1156e and the action log
refers). It was AGREED not to pursue siting a seat on Hallstile Bank
as there is little space and uneven ground. It was noted that an
enquiry is being made regarding siting a seat near Prospect House.
e) SITE VISIT AT HALLSTILE BANK (minute 1166 and action log
refers). It was noted that plans had now been provided in lieu of a visit
and that this application was listed on the agenda.
f) A BOARDS (minute 1169 and action log refers). It was noted that the
County Council’s Highway Maintenance Senior Team Leader has
advised he is working with local traders to design an “all in one” sign
for various locations and that some A boards in Hexham will be
removed.

1175.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest
declared.
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1176.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there was no objections to, or
comments on, the applications received in accordance with the list circulated
and attached to the agenda, except in respect of 19/02140/COU (3 St Mary’s
Chare) to add a comment to refer the applicant to the Hexham Shopfront
Design Guide.

1177.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT RENTS: It was AGREED to increase
the annual rent in 2020 as recommended to £64.00 (£32.00 for a half size
plot). After serving due notice, this rent will be charged from 1 October 2020.

1178.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF CEMETERY CHARGES AND RULES: After
considering current cemetery charges, it was AGREED to increase the fees
for 2020/21 by between 1 and 3% (in round figures) as recommended and
detailed in the report attached to the agenda and also to repeat the current
discounted fee for burials for people who lived in Hexham in the last four
years. It was also noted that the cemetery rules will remain the same.

1179.

GLENFIELD, LEAZES LANE: It was noted that this application had been
withdrawn.

1180.

BLUE SKY RESORTS LTD, HEATHERGATE COUNTRY PARK: It was
noted that three applications had been refused at the Local Area – Tynedale
(Planning only) hearing on 13 August.

1181.

MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT REGARDING TYNE GREEN: It was noted
that an agreement between the County and Town Councils regarding grass
cutting and the maintenance of the outdoor gym equipment had been
received, and will be signed and returned to the County Council.

1182.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be
held on Tuesday 3rd September at 9.30am in the Council Office, St Andrew’s
Cemetery, Hexham.

Action Log
Get info on land ownership at Hallgate (minute 1156e)
Site the recycling bins (minute 1174a)
Contact the local farmer (minute 1174b)
Refer the Sustainability Policy Resolution to Full Council
(minute 1174c)
Sign and return the maintenance agreement (minute 1179)
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Clerk
Operations Manager
Operations Manager
Clerk/Councillor
Gillanders
Clerk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27 AUGUST 2019
220.

PRESENT: Councillors R Hull, T Cessford and J Ord, and Mr D Clegg.

221.

CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor T G E Gillanders remain
Committee Chairman.

222.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was NOTED the 2019/20 Committee members
are Councillors T G E Gillanders, R Hull, T Cessford, C R Homer, T Dodds, J
Ord and D Kennedy.

223.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Gillanders and
Homer.

224.

MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 11 October 2018, having been
circulated, were AGREED.

225.

MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising.

226.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest
made.

227.

UPDATE REPORTS: Councillor Hull and Mr Clegg made an oral report and
the following were NOTED:
(1) The Plan was submitted in March.
(2) A consultation was undertaken by the County Council (NCC) then
the plan went to the examiner. He has asked various questions. The
Steering Group is nearly ready to respond to these.
(3) One question relates to the Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) Report as Historic England consider it should include an
assessment of the potential implications for historic sites in the town
of the housing sites chosen. The examiner has agreed to pause the
examination while this additional element is added to the SEA
report. In addition the consultants who carried out the original SEA
report are considering an update of certain elements at the request
of the Neighbourhood Plan team of NCC.
(4) The examiner’s report is expected in late October/early November.
(5) There is a potential conflict between the Plan and the
Northumberland Local Plan regarding sites for housing, viability and
the % of affordable homes.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXPENDITURE: A schedule of expenditure to date
(attached to the agenda) was NOTED.

229.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED the next Committee meeting will be held on
Wednesday 6 November 2019 at 6.00pm in the Council Office, St Andrew’s
Cemetery, Hexham.
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FINANCE AND GENERAL
PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27 AUGUST 2019
592.

PRESENT: Councillors R Hull, S Ball, T Cessford, J Ord and T Pearson.

593.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors T G E
Gillanders, C R Homer and J M Graham.

594.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 24 July 2019, having been circulated, were
AGREED.

595.

MATTERS ARISING:
a) BUSINESS BANKING OPTIONS (minute 583b and action log refers).
It was AGREED to invest the sum of £110,000.00.
b) FUNDING REQUEST (minute 571c and action log refers). It was
noted that Councillor Gillanders will be asked to speak about this at
the next meeting.
c) ANPR CAMERA (minute 583d and action log refers). It was noted that
Northumbria Police has given an update but that procurement details
are still required.
d) PHONES AND BROADBAND (minute 583f refers). It was noted that
an application to CICAS for an impartial resolution resulted in the
decision that all termination fees had to be paid. Together with legal
costs, this was paid immediately. It was further noted that broadband
and phone provision has since been taken over by Onecom Limited.

596.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Cessford declared a nonpecuniary interest in Hexham Youth Initiative and Councillor Hull declared a
non-pecuniary interest in an organisation requesting funding.

597.

FINANCIAL REPORT: The bank statement and account reconciliation
together with the 2019/20 budget report to 31 July 2019 were received and
accepted. Copies are attached to the minutes.

598.

REPORTS FROM HEXHAM COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AND HEXHAM
YOUTH INITIATIVE: These were heard and considered and action as listed
in confidential note 598 was AGREED.

599.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER POST: A revised job description and person
specification were AGREED.

600.

FIREPROOF CABINET: It was AGREED to purchase a suitable cabinet for
storing burial registers.

601.

TOILET PROVISION IN HEXHAM: It was AGREED to have a meeting with
the County Council’s Neighbourhood Services Area Manager.
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602.

WILDFLOWER PLANTING: It was AGREED to circulate details of this to the
Committee and consider it further at the next meeting.

603.

EXCLUSION of THE PUBLIC: It was resolved and AGREED in accordance
with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that
as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, namely
consideration of funding requests and quotes for headstones maintenance, it
is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily
excluded from the meeting and they were requested to withdraw.

604.

FUNDING APPLICATIONs: These were considered and action as listed in
confidential note 604 was AGREED.

605.

HEADSTONES MAINTENANCE: Quotes for this were considered and action
as listed in confidential note 605 was AGREED.

606.

The meeting was reopened to the public.

607.

MAYOR’S GUILD OF GUIDES: It was AGREED to check insurance
provision with Northumberland County Council but, if not covered by NCC,
pay for one year’s insurance from the Tourism Support Fund. It was further
AGREED to invite a representative to a meeting of the Community
Engagement Committee and encourage the Guides to promote themselves
and contact Hexham Community Partnership regarding Visit Hexham.

608.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS ANCHOR BOLTS: It was AGREED to get all of these
tested annually.

609.

HERITAGE ACTION ZONE HIGH STREETS INITIATIVE: It was noted that
the bid had been revised.

610.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be
held on Tuesday 15 October 2019 at 6.30pm in the Council Office, St
Andrew's Cemetery, Hexham.
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Arrange the investment (minutes 595a)
Advise regarding the funding request at the next meeting
(minutes 595b)
Contact Northumbria Police to advise procurement details
required (minute 595c)
Advertise the Admin Officer post (minute 599)
Contact the funding applicant (minute 588)
Purchase a Fireproof cabinet (minute 600)
Arrange a meeting regarding toilet provision (minute 601)
Circulate details of wildflower planting (minute 602)
Arrange funding as agreed (minute 604)
Arrange headstones maintenance as agreed (minute 605)
Research NCC insurance/arrange payment (minute 607)
Arrange anchor bolts testing (minute 608)
Chairman ………………………………………………
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Councillor Gillanders
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk/All
Clerk
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Operations Manager
Clerk
Clerk

