HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

I HEREBY GIVE YOU NOTICE THAT a meeting of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Prospect House, Hexham on Monday 2 April 2012 at 6.45pm when the following items will be discussed:-
A G E N D A
1. Declarations of interest - planning applications only. [See memorandum enclosed].

2. To consider Planning Applications received [list enclosed].

3. [at 7.00 pm approximately] Apologies for absence.
4. Council will hear residents on any matters they may wish to raise in regard to Hexham.
5. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 5 March 2012, enclosed.
6. Matters arising, if any.
7. Declarations of interest. [See memorandum enclosed].
8. Accounts for Payment [See list enclosed].

9. To receive reports:-
a. Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held 28 February 2012, enclosed.
10. Correspondence.
11. To make comment on NCC parking proposals for Hencotes/St Cuthbert’s Terrace. See enclosed details.

12. Cllr M F C Donnelly will propose ‘the Council shall object to the withdrawal of the Tyne Green Hexham residents parking permit and requests it be reinstated’.

13. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meetings discretion. [Matters to be raised under this item should be written out [if possible] and handed to the Chairman of the meeting or the Clerk of the Council before the meeting begins].
Derick Tiffin,
Clerk of the Council

27 March 2012
Hexham Town Council

Council Office, St Andrews Cemetery

West Road, Hexham NE46 3RR

Tel: 01434609575

E. hexham@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
W. www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
PLEASE NOTE THIS MEETING WILL END BEFORE 8.00PM IN ORDER THAT COUNCILLORS MAY ATTEND THE MAYORS RECEPTION AT 8.15PM.

Hagenda0412
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 MARCH 2012
5397. PRESENT. Councillor N J Holder the Deputy Town Mayor in the Chair together with Cllrs: T Robson, G C Ferguson, M F C Donnelly, Mrs. J E Lloyd, A R Travis, J B Jonas, Mrs. I C Brook and A Snowball.

5398. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. [Planning Applications]. No declarations of interest were made.
5399. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. It was AGREED there were no objections to the planning applications received in accordance with the list[s] circulated and attached hereto.
5400. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were recorded on behalf of the Town Mayor Cllr J V R Hare and Cllrs D Kennedy and P Dixon.
5401. CLLR. J V R HARE. The meeting noted the absence of the Mayor in hospital and that he expected to return before the next meeting of Council. Everyone present expressed their best wishes for his speedy return.

5402. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. Mr. P Clark raised the position of two palliative care beds that would apparently be lost if changes were implemented at the Charlotte Straker Hospital, Corbridge. The meeting had doubts about the actual plans and it was AGREED until the position was clarified further nothing could be done.
5403. MINUTES. It was AGREED the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 6 February 2012, having been circulated, be signed as a true record.
5404. MATTERS ARISING.
a. RESIGNATION. Minute 5376 refers. The Clerk confirmed a poll had been claimed and as soon as the timetable for a Poll has been decided he will advise the Council. It was also AGREED poll cards should be used.
b. BANDSTAND. Minute 5379a refers. The memorandum circulated by Cllr J V R Hare was considered and it was AGREED and noted that:-
i. The NCC survey report had been circulated to Councillors and a copy is available at the Council office.

ii. Cllr J V R Hare’s request for an interim ‘facelift’ of the Bandstand had been refused by the Conservation Officer [NCC} because it may jeopardize any Heritage Lottery Grant application.

iii. Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd has been working with NCC on the Heritage Lottery Grant application and she was thanked for her work to date and asked to continue.

iv. The Council will support any Grant application made.

v. There were a number of Health and Safety repairs called for in the Survey and it was AGREED the NCC should be requested attend deal with these without delay.
c. BUS STATION RE-LOCATION. Minute 5379c refers. The NCC had recently issued a report and its proposals for relocation of the bus station were no longer proceeding. A copy of the report is available at the Council office and all Councillors had been sent a copy.
d. TOWN PLAN. Minute 5388 refers. The memorandum circulated by Cllr J V R Hare was noted and it was AGREED:-
i. The Plan process should be ‘independent’ of the Council so that when the plan is completed it is seen to reflect the views of the entire town, not only the Council.
ii. Consequently Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd should arrange to set up a Town Plan Steering Group using the model constitution suggested by the Community Council of Northumberland. [This constitution is used by many other Town Plan Steering Groups.] The Steering Group will have a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and as soon as it has been set up the Town Plan funds in the 2012/13 Budget will be transferred, as a grant, to the Town Plan Steering Group. The grant will be paid with the following conditions:-
a. Any surplus grant funding remaining after the Town Plan is completed will be refunded to the Council.
b. The Council is to be represented on the Town Plan Steering Group by at least two Town Councillors.
c. The Town Plan Steering Group will make regular [say three monthly] progress reports to the Council.
e. BANDSTAND MARATHON. Minute 5393 refers. In the absence of Cllr J V R Hare the Clerk reported Core music had been requested to co-ordinate the event and the Mayor will make a further report in due course.

5405. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. No declarations of interest were made.
5406. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. It was AGREED to authorise payments in accordance with the lists circulated and attached hereto.

5407. COMMITTEE REPORTS. The following reports were received:-
a. The minutes of The Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons Working Group meeting held on 20 February 2012 were presented by its Chairman Cllr T Robson. It was AGREED they be noted.
b. Finance and General Purposes Committee. Cllr T Robson requested urgent consideration of the level of Fidelity Insurance cover. The Finance and General Purposes Committee had considered this subject at its meeting on 28 February 2012 and will be recommending the cover level be increased from £100000.00 to £200000.00 from 1 April 2012. As this date is before the next meeting of Council he RECOMMENDED the increase be authorised now and this was AGREED.
c. EGGER LIAISON GROUP. Cllr T Robson reported attending a recent meeting. New trainees are being employed though local school leavers do not seem to be taking up these opportunities.
5408. PRESENTATION BY NORTHUMBERLAND FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE. Messrs. Rob Clow and Lee Buckingham of the Fire and Rescue Service gave a talk on the continuing plans for a new fire station at West Point, Hexham. Finance and similar matters had delayed the planned start of the project but it was still intended to proceed as the need for a new station was clear and the current station was not ‘fit for purpose’. It was AGREED a copy of the presentation notes be circulated to Councillors for information. Any proposals for the Council to become involved further could then be considered.
5409. TOWN PLAN – UPDATE [Minute 5388 refers]. Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd circulated a further report on the Town Plan and in particular a possible application to the ‘Portas Pilot’ competition. As the entry deadline is 30 March 2012 it was AGREED the Council would lead any application and Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd will act as coordinator. A copy of the ‘Portas Pilot’ competition background paper is attached to this minute.
5410. PLAY AREA – BROADWAY ESTATE. The developers of the estate, Miller Homes Ltd., had offered the play area in the estate to the Council. It was a very small area with only two items of play equipment. It was AGREED the Finance and General Purposes Committee consider the matter and report to Council in due course.
5411. PLAY AREAS – NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL. Cllr T Robson reported that despite stating Hexham play areas would be transferred to the Council in 2009 no real progress had been made, apart from the Tyne green play area. Indeed, stated Cllr Robson, there were 60+ play areas in the County Council area and only three had so far been transferred. In addition Hexham council taxpayers were paying not only the cost to maintain Hexham Cemetery but also a proportion of the costs to maintain various other Cemeteries and Community assets in other parts of Northumberland which had not yet been transferred to the Parish and Town Councils that should have by now become responsible for them.
5412. WAR MEMORIAL. The Northumbria Army Cadet Force Hexham Contingent had requested it be allowed to become responsible for ‘maintaining’ the War Memorial. The Cadets wished to keep the area clean, tidy and free of litter and to assist in planting the surrounds. It was AGREED the offer was more than welcome and the Cadets are to be congratulated on their public spirited offer. The County Council was already in agreement and it was AGREED the Town Council would likewise appreciate the area being kept clean and tidy.
5413. ‘GROWING WILD’. It was reported that subject to soil tests, the Northumberland Wildlife Trust is to plant wildflowers in areas of the Tyne Green County Park, Causey Hill Way and at Bishopton Way. It was AGREED to request any plants should be attractive to butterflies and bees, which are presently in decline.

5414. TYNE VALLEY COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP. A meeting is to be held on 17 April 2012 but Cllr J B Jonas is no longer able to attend these meetings. Cllr N J Holder will endeavour to attend in his place and will bring to the meetings notice the Railway Station car park ticket machine which is no longer working, leading to problems with parking enforcement.

5415. PLASTIC RECYCLING. It was reported NCC is promoting the recycling of plastics and aerosols with a cash reward scheme.
5416. HANDYMAN. It was reported Age UK Northumberland is promoting its registered handyman service now available throughout the west of Northumberland.

5417. TREE PLANTING. To commemorate the Diamond Jubilee the Woodland Trust was issuing 6 million tree saplings to be planted during 2012 and Cllr N J Holder had suggested the Clerk request a tree pack which had now been received. St Mary’s RC First School and Sele First School will be asked to assist in planting the trees. When a date is arranged all Councilors will be advised of the date and time so they may also attend if they wish to.
5418. JOINT MEETING WITH NCC. A meeting between Northumberland County Council and all Parish and Town Councils in the West area is to be held on 13 March 2012. Cllr N J Holder AGREED he would attend the meeting and report to Council thereafter.
5419. 20 MPH LIMITS.  Cllr Mrs. I C Brook raised this matter and it was AGREED the Council wished to see the introduction of a town wide 20 MPH limit however it was noted this limit had already been requested in the recent Transport Plan 2013 consultation response.

5420. HEXHAM YOUTH INITIATIVE. Cllr N J Holder had attended a presentation of awards evening recently and reported the Administrator - Ms. Keda Norman wished him to pass on her thanks to the Council for all its support.

5421. PIGEONS NUISANCE. Cllr T Robson requested the Council coordinate efforts to reduce the nuisances that pigeons are bringing to the town centre, including the Abbey area. Their droppings have to be cleared up and also cause damage to the fabric of the buildings. It was AGREED the Council would call a meeting to consider the problem and possible ways to reduce the nuisance.
5422. HONORARY STEWARD AND BAILIFF 2011. It was firstly AGREED the nomination be considered in the absence of Press and Public and thereafter the Honorary Steward and Bailiff for 2011 was AGREED. In order to maintain confidentiality the person appointed will be reported in the April minutes.
5423. NEXT MEETING. The next meeting of the Council will be held on 2 April 2012 commencing at 6.45pm.

__________________________________ Chairman
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 2 APRIL 2012
Payments are authorised by LGA1972s14;s144;s145;s214;s215 or PCA1957
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount
	VAT
	Net
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Safe Secure 24
	Alarm systems monitoring
	15.60
	2.60
	13.00
	Ddb
	8215

	Tyne Mills Motor Co Ltd
	Annual service, MOT, parts on Mazda truck
	532.77
	81.45
	451.32
	106802
	

	Burncliffe Electrical Ltd
	Repairs to security and disabled WC lighting
	116.98
	19.49
	97.49
	106803
	

	Rotary Club of Hexham
	Prize - young employee of the  year
	250.00
	
	250.00
	106804
	

	Purdy’s skip hire
	One lift Quatre Bras
	168.00
	28.00
	140.00
	106805
	

	Cllr Mrs. J E Lloyd
	Refund expenses [various] Town Plan
	187.97
	
	187.97
	106806
	

	Peter Rodger
	Web site work on Town Plan
	525.00
	
	525.00
	106807
	

	Orange Telecommunications Ltd
	Accounts
	158.74
	26.46
	132.28
	Ddb
	5020

	David Dixon
	Weed killer and protection wear
	72.25
	12.04
	60.21
	106809
	

	David Dixon
	Spark plugs
	18.15
	3.03
	15.12
	106809
	

	David Dixon
	Strim head, repair mower
	58.26
	9.71
	48.55
	106809
	

	David Dixon
	Propane
	50.99
	2.43
	48.56
	106809
	

	Valerie Leverett Memorials
	VLM Saddles
	1092.00
	182.00
	1092.00
	106810
	

	W & M Thompson Ltd
	GSB Type 1
	211.73
	35.29
	176.44
	106811
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 2 APRIL 2012
	Payee
	Detail
	Cheque amount
	VAT
	Net of VAT
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	Staff wages
	April
	8715.00
	
	8715.00
	106816/822
	6000

	Costco Wholesale Ltd
	Bird food
	34.45
	
	34.45
	Ddb
	

	Postages
	Postages
	36.00
	
	36.00
	Ddb
	5035

	Dale Garage
	Diesel, petrol
	156.85
	26.14
	130.71
	Ddb
	7005

	DVLC
	Mazda road tax
	210.00
	
	210.00
	Ddb
	7005

	Philip Sewell
	Dairyman account
	29.76
	
	29.76
	106812
	

	J T Dove Ltd
	Concrete mix
	38.39
	6.40
	31.99
	106813
	

	David Dixon
	Repairs Rover mower
	51.02
	8.50
	42.52
	106814
	

	Tynedale Gallery
	Framing certificate
	18.50
	
	18.50
	106815
	

	Cllr N J Holder
	Refund - twinning visit gift
	48.00
	
	48.00
	106823
	


MAYORS ALLOWANCE - ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

	Payee
	Detail
	Cheque amount
	VAT
	Net of VAT
	Cheque number
	Ref.

	
	Balance
	
	
	2088.93
	
	5030


INCOME RECEIVED MARCH 2012
	RECEIVED
	DETAIL
	CREDITED
	INVOICE
	DATE
	REF

	Various
	Cemetery fee
	1182.00
	Hd12/21
	090312
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fee
	263.00
	Hd12/22
	190312
	4010

	Various
	Cemetery fee
	683.00
	Hd12/23
	270312
	4010

	Cheque cancelled
	Community Partnership grant
	15000.00
	106754
	090112
	


HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL AT 2 APRIL 2012
	Reference
	Description
	Applicant

	12/00384TPO
	Reduce stem of ash by 5m at 19 Bishopton Way Hexham
	Tony Clare

	12/00596
	First floor extension to south side elevation at 7 Scott Close Hexham
	Ms R Whiteley

	12/00525
	Conversion of office building back to three residential flats at 4 Orchard Place Hexham
	Keith Fairless

	12/00526LB
	Conversion of office building back to three residential flats at 4 Orchard Place Hexham
	Keith Fairless

	12/00117
	Install 1x10m high light column with lanterns at Sele skate board park Hexham
	NCC

	12/00824LB
	Change use of 2xA1 units to 1xA2 unit, stop up link to 15 St Mary’s Chare, alter windows, doors and partitions at units 11 and 12. All at The Courtyard St Mary’s Chare Hexham
	D Fulton

	12/00823
	Change use of 2xA1 units to 1xA2 unit, stop up link to 15 St Mary’s Chare, alter windows, doors and partitions at units 11 and 12. All at The Courtyard St Mary’s Chare Hexham
	D Fulton

	12/00278LB

12/00249
	Demolish bay windows, conservatory, garage and porch, construct single storey bay windows, conservatory, garage and porch at Burswell House Leazes Lane Hexham
	Mr. Stalker

	12/00626
	Change of use of former court house classified as sui generis to mixed D1/D2 use, with no external development, at The Court House, Beaumont Street Hexham
	Canon G B Usher


NOTE: Any objections made on applications must be ‘material planning reasons.’ There is no definitive list but examples are:-

National planning policy.

Policies in adopted and emerging regional and local development plans.

Suitability of the site for the proposal.

Visual appearance of the proposal and relationship with the surrounding environment.

Landscaping issues:- lack of light; over shadowing; over development.

Building materials and height:- scale; design; layout in comparison with neighboring developments.

Impact on listed buildings; conservation areas or their settings.

Effect on residential amenity of neighbours.

Local needs of area such as employment, commercial or social facilities.

All planning applications are now on line at http://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications.

If Hexham Town Council objects to an application listed above the objection is lodged on line. In the absence of an objection recorded on line the comment ‘No objections’ is to be assumed.
The decisions on all planning applications are now on line at http://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications.
HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28 FEBRUARY 2012
911. PRESENT. Councillor T Robson in the Chair. Also present Cllrs J V R Hare, N J Holder, P Dixon, J B Jonas and A R Travis.
912. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. M F C Donnelly and on behalf of Cllr. G C Ferguson.
913. MINUTES. It was AGREED to receive and approve minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 22 November 2011.

914. MATTERS ARISING. There were no matters arising.
915. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. No declarations of interest were made.

916. HEALTH AND SAFETY MATTERS. The Committee AGREED the road surface of the main driveway should be temporarily repaired if at all possible in order to reopen it for public use. The Clerk will consider possible repair methods and if repairs can be carried economically and within budget they would be. The Clerk reminded members there was no budget for this repair work. A report will be made to the next Committee meeting. There were no other Health and Safety matters to report.

917. FINANCIAL REPORTS. It was AGREED to receive and RECOMMEND approval of the Balance Sheet; Bank reconciliation and Bank statement to date as circulated.
918. INSURANCE. Cllr T Robson had asked the Clerk to investigate increasing the excess element of the Council’s insurance cover. The Clerk’s memorandum and recommendation that there should be no change in existing excess cover was considered. It was noted that if the excess was increased to £10000.00 from the present £350.00 then the premium would be reduced by £604.20 per annum. After some discussion it was AGREED there should be no alteration in the present insurance cover excess. An alternate form of insurance cover was also considered, namely first loss insurance and it was AGREED details should be obtained and the Committee will then consider this subject further.

919. BOOKKEEPING. The previous view of the Committee that the Council’s bookkeeping requirement be offered to tender to all Hexham based accountancy firms was considered and the draft tender letter as circulated was AGREED. The next meeting will consider any tenders received.

920. LODGE WINDOWS. The Clerk reported a lack of local firms willing to quote for the replacement of the windows in the Cemetery Lodge, a grade 2 listed building with a unique design of casement windows. A quote for replacement timber windows had been obtained from Warmseal Ltd of Throckley but it was high and beyond the funds set aside in the 2012/13 budget. After some discussion about work carried out for Committee members on their own properties it was AGREED firms that had carried out such work in the past would be approached. It was further AGREED a partial replacement of [say] first floor windows only should be also be considered.

921. MACHINERY REPLACEMENTS. A Grass mower and a Strimmer need to be replaced and quotations have been obtained and are:

a. David Dixon Garden Machinery

i. Kawasaki Strimmer KBH48


£395.00
ii. Husqvarna Strimmer 545


£551.00
iii. Honda mower HRD536QX21 roller propelled
£950.00

b. Rickerby Ltd

i. Kawasaki Strimmer 486



£395.00
ii. Kawasaki Strimmer 454



£340.00
iii. Kass lawnmower SP 21in cut


£875.00
iv. Kaaz lawnmower Pro model SP


£930.00

c. Greenlay Grass Machinery Ltd

i. Efco Strimmer DS4200T


£425.00
ii. Hayter Harrier mower 56BBC


£868.00
iii. John Deere mower R54RKB


£843.00 Less £50.00 partx.
d. Considering the age of the present machinery and after noting the Clerk had had discussions with staff it is RECOMMENDED the quote from David Dixon Garden Machinery is accepted for the supply of [1] Kawasaki Strimmer KBH48 at £395.00 and [1] Honda mower HRD536QX21 roller propelled at £950.00.
922. GRANT AID APPLICATION FORMAT. The Clerk had circulated a memorandum requesting consideration be given to the format of the application form used for grant aid applications. During the meeting when the Council was considering grant aid applications in 2011 Councillors had remarked that the forms did not ask questions in a format which provided the information required to properly consider an application. The current forms are based upon a format used by Tynedale Council which has not been questioned previously however it is very important the Council has all the information it requires in order it can properly consider applications. By using a set format it ensures all applications are considered using the same basis. It was AGREED an amended format would be considered at the next meeting.

923. ASSET TRANSFER. The memorandum of the Clerk pointing out the lack of any meaningful progress in transferal of assets by Northumberland County Council was considered. The history of this matter was that in January 2009 the Clerk wrote to Northumberland County Council listing the various [Hexham] assets that would pass to the new unitary authority on 1 April 2009. No response was ever received. In 2009 when the unitary authority had been formed it did agree Parish and Town Councils should have various classes of assets transferred to them. It advised Parish and Town Councils it had agreed to carry out these transfers and most Parish and Town Councils placed funds in their budgets to cover the cost of these assets. However despite Northumberland County Council stating in late 2009 it would transfer these assets to Parish and Town Councils including Hexham TC no further action has taken place despite NCC having stated it was going to carry out the transfers before 31 March 2010. NCC then stated the transfers would be completed by 31 March 2011. NCC then stated once more the transfers would be completed by 31 March 2012. NCC will soon state transfers, it is assumed, will be completed by 31 March 2013. It was noted the Clerk had advised the Chairman of NCC and other County Councillors, said to be responsible for the transfer policy, as well as Hexham County Councillors, about the unacceptable delays but to no effect. Indeed no response was ever received from the NCC. It was AGREED the position is unacceptable but there does not seem to be any further action the Council can take to make NCC progress this subject.

924. PROPERTY REVALUATION. The Clerk reported the tri-annual revaluation of the premises is currently being carried out by Messrs.’ Young’s and a report will be made to the next meeting. The insurance cover for premises will be amended on 1 April 2012 to take account of the up to date valuation.

925. FIDELITY INSURANCE COVER. [Audit issue report for 2010/11 refers] The present insurance cover level is £100000.00 and the external auditors have stated the cover should reflect the amount held in the bank in April. Consequently allowing for the Precept receivable in April it is RECOMMENDED cover be increased to £200000.00 from 1 April 2012. It was AGREED in view of the short time scale the Committee Chairman will bring this recommendation to Council for its approval on 5 March 2012.

926. COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES. It was AGREED this subject be considered at the next Committee meeting.
927. NEXT MEETING. It was AGREED the next meeting of the Committee will be held on 1 May 2012 at 7.00pm.
………………………………………………Chairman

