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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
I GIVE NOTICE that a meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 12 July 2021 at 
6.45pm, at the Prior’s Hall, Hexham Abbey, when the following items will be 
discussed:  

A G E N D A 
 

1. Council to hear questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the 
agenda or relating to Hexham. 

2. Apologies for absence. 
3. Declarations of interest (see enclosed). 
4. To agree minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 June 2021, enclosed. 
5. Matters arising not on the agenda – for report only, if any. 
6. Mayor’s announcements. 
7. To agree accounts for payment (list enclosed). 
8. To receive a presentation from Katy Taylor, Queen’s Hall Artistic Director/Chief 

Executive, on the Queen’s Hall, Hexham Cultural Network and the cultural 
programme associated with the Heritage High Street Action Zone.  

9. To receive a presentation from Neil Wilkinson, Hexham Community Partnership. 
10. To agree Full Council meetings from August 2021 start at 6.00pm rather than 

6.45pm, and to change the Standing Orders accordingly. 
11. To agree to switch the Council’s bank account from HSBC to the Co-operative 

Bank.  
12. To note the draft minutes (enclosed) of Committee meetings held in June.  
13. To note any correspondence received. 
14. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meeting’s discretion. 

(Matters to be raised under this item should be written out (if possible) and given 
to the Chairman of the meeting or the Town Clerk before the meeting begins.) 

 
Jane Kevan 
Town Clerk  
6 July 2021 

 
Hexham Town Council 
Council Office 
St Andrew’s Cemetery 
Hexham  
NE46 3RR  
 
Tel: 01434 609575    
Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk  
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Hagenda0721 
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 JUNE 2021 
 

7750. PUBLIC QUESTIONS: There were no public questions. 
HEXHAMTV: It was noted that the meeting was being streamed/recorded. 
 

7751. JUNE COUNCIL MEETING: Councillor D Kennedy, the Town Mayor, opened the 
meeting. Present were Councillors A Ball, A Baty, T Cessford, M Domingue, S 
Fairless-Aitken, P Grennan, F Hartland, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell, J Ord, C 
Ponsford, A Smith and L Williscroft-Ferris. 
  

7752. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor Bell. 
  

7753. MINUTES: The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 17 May 
2021, having been circulated, were AGREED. 
 

7754. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest made.  
 

7755. MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising. 
 

7756. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. Councillor Kennedy advised the meeting of the 
following for information: 

a. COUNCILLOR STEPHEN BALL MBE. He congratulated Councillor Ball on 
being awarded an MBE for his work with the Rugby League Benevolent 
Fund. Councillor Ball thanked the Mayor and Council and spoke briefly on 
his role and pride in accepting the MBE on behalf of the Fund.  

b. HEXHAM IN BLOOM. He attended the AGM on 25 May. 
c. SPEAKERS’ PROTOCOL. He advised of an agreed protocol for planning 

speakers for Full Council and Committee meetings. 
d. FARMERS’ MARKET. He advised Councillors will have a monthly stall on 

the Abbey flags, to be available to talk to Hexham residents. The first one 
will be on Saturday 26 June. 

e. BIG DAY OUT. He advised of this event, funded by the Town Council, 
scheduled to take place on 26 June but noted it may have to be 
postponed.    

 
7757. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: It was AGREED to authorise payments in 

accordance with the list that had been circulated and attached to the agenda.  
 

7758. UNSPENT BUDGETS: It was AGREED to carry over unspent and underspent 
budgets as follows: 
 
Budget Ref. 2020/2021 

un(der)spend 
2021/2022 
Budget 

Total 

Contingency 5100 27400.00 4000.00 31400.00 
Tourism Support Fund 6096 16000.00 4000.00 20000.00 
Headstone Raft 
Foundations 

7350 6000.00 6000.00 12000.00 

Mayor’s Annual Reception 7070 1000.00 400.00 1400.00 
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It was also AGREED to transfer £40000.00 to the Contingency budget (5100) 
from the previously agreed carried forward Town Plan budget (5500). 
 

7759. ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AND 
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT: It was noted that the Council must approve annual 
governance and accounting statements for the year ending 31 March 2021 and 
then submit them to its external auditors, PKF Littlejohn. It was AGREED to 
approve the following annual governance statement and annual accounting 
statement: 
 

Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 
 

We acknowledge as the members of Hexham Town 
Council our responsibility for ensuring that there is a 
sound system of internal control, including 
arrangements for the preparation of the Accounting 
Statements. We confirm, to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, with respect to the 
Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 
March 2021, that: 
 

The statements below 
mean the Council has: 

 

We have put in place arrangements for effective 
financial management during the year, and for the 
preparation of the accounting statements. 

Prepared the 
accounting statements 
in accordance with the 
Accounts and Audit 
Regulations. 

Yes 

We maintained an adequate system of internal 
control including measures designed to prevent and 
detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its 
effectiveness. 

Made proper 
arrangements and 
accepted responsibility 
for safeguarding the 
public money and 
resources in its charge. 

Yes 

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or potential non-
compliance with laws, regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial 
effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its 
business or manage its finances. 
 

Has only done what it 
has the legal power to 
do and has complied 
with Proper Practices 
in doing so. 

Yes 

We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with 
the requirements of the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations. 

During the year gave 
all persons interested 
the opportunity to 
inspect and ask 
questions about 
this authority’s accounts. 

Yes 

We carried out an assessment of the risks facing 
this authority and took appropriate steps to manage 
those risks, including the introduction of internal 
controls and/or external insurance cover where 
required. 

Considered and 
documented the 
financial and other 
risks it faces and has 
dealt with them 
properly. 

Yes 
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We maintained throughout the year an adequate 
and effective system of internal audit of the 
accounting records and control systems. 

Arranged for a 
competent person, 
independent of the 
financial controls and 
procedures, to give an 
objective view on 
whether internal 
controls meet the 
needs of this 
smaller authority. 

Yes 

We took appropriate action on all matters raised in 
reports from internal and external audit. 

Responded to matters 
brought to its attention 
by internal and 
external audit. 

Yes 

We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring 
either during or after the year-end, have a financial 
impact on this authority and, where appropriate 
have included them in the accounting statements. 

Disclosed everything it 
should have about its 
business activity during 
the year including 
events taking place 
after 
the year end if relevant. 

Yes 

Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as 
the sole managing trustee we discharged our 
accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, 
including financial 
reporting and, if required, independent examination 
or audit. 

The Council is not a 
sole managing trustee 
of any local trust or 
trusts. 

N/A 

 

Annual Accounting Statement 
 

 Y/E 31/03/20 (£) Y/E 31/03/21 (£)  
Balances brought forward 191,372 145,601 Balance at year  

start 
+ Annual precept 324,000 333,000 Precept 

received 
+ Total other receipts 114,414 103,667 All income less 

precept 
- Staff costs 156,189 180,518 All costs for 

staff 
- Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

9,903 9,903 Capital & Interest 
on loans 

- All other payments 318,093 308,092 Payments less  
staff and 
loans 

= Balance carried forward 145,601 83,755 Balance at 
year end 

Note: vat debtor    
Total value of cash/short 
term investments 

132,830 70,726 Bank balances 

Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

1,591,849 1,577,058 Fixed assets 
(Premises 
etc.) 

Total borrowings 179,318 177,424 Total due 
PWLB loans 

Trust funds None None  
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The annual accounting statement is certified and signed: “I, Jane 
Kevan, RFO, certify that for the year ending 31 March 2021 the 
accounting statement presents fairly the financial position of the 
Council and its income and expenditure.” 

Annual Internal Audit Report for 2020/21 
This authority’s internal auditor, acting independently and on the 
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment 
of compliance with relevant procedures and controls to be in 
operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2021. 
The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance 
with this authority’s needs and planned coverage. On the basis of 
the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions 
are summarised in this table. Set out below are the objectives of 
internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on 
whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were 
being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard 
adequate to meet the needs of this authority. 

 

Internal control objective Agreed? 
Appropriate accounting records have been kept properly throughout 
the 
financial year. 

Yes 

This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments 
were supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT 
was appropriately accounted for. 

Yes 

This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its 
objectives and reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage 
these. 

Yes 

The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate 
budgetary 
process; progress against the budget was regularly monitored; and 
reserves were appropriate. 

Yes 

Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, 
properly 
recorded and promptly banked, and VAT was appropriately 
accounted for. 

Yes 

Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty 
cash expenditure was approved and VAT appropriately accounted 
for. 

Yes 

Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in 
accordance with this authority’s approvals, and PAYE and NI 
requirements were properly applied. 

Yes 

Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and 
properly maintained. 

Yes 

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out. Yes 
Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on 
the correct accounting basis (receipts and payments or income 
and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an 
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate 
debtors and creditors were properly recorded. 

Yes 

The authority, during the previous year (2019-20) correctly provided 
for the period for the exercise of public rights as required by the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published 
on the website and/or authority approved minutes confirming the 
dates set).  

Yes 

The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 
2019/20 AGAR 

Yes 

Trust funds. The Council met its responsibilities as a trustee. Not applicable 
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Internal Audit carried out by Mark Bradley (Stokoe Rodger 
LLP) Signed this 27th day of May 2021 

 

 
 

7760. HEXHAM COMMUNITY-LED HOUSING COMPANY: A presentation was made 
by Mrs Wendy Breach, one of the HCLH Directors. She advised the Company 
was established in late 2018 with the aim to secure and develop property or land 
for the benefit of people who need genuinely affordable, good quality housing in 
Hexham with security of tenure. She further advised of the Housing Needs 
Survey carried out in 2016 as part of the Hexham Neighbourhood Plan and that 
Hexham has the highest need for genuinely affordable housing in 
Northumberland. Mrs Breach advised “community-led” is opposed to profit or 
developer-led, of Homes England grants, and that current sites identified include 
the Hexham Middle School and Police Houses sites. HCLH is currently working 
with NCC Housing Officers, the Community Housing Officer, Estates Officer and 
Communities CAN and hopes the Town Council will support HCLH, with potential 
joint working on specific projects. In answering questions, Mrs Breach advised of 
work on flats above shops; becoming a registered provider; best and social 
value; current funding; and that NCC maintains information on people in need.   
 

7761. HEXHAM LIVING WAGE GROUP: A presentation was made by Mrs Pat Devlin. 
She advised that in 2018 56% of UK families were living in poverty. In 2019 the 
Hexham Living Wage Group was established with the aim to make Hexham a 
living wage town, noting it is already a fairtrade town. The Real Living Wage is 
currently set at £9.50 across the UK, the Minimum Wage is £8.36 and £8.91 is 
the National Living Wage. She further advised that 20% of the food bank users in 
Hexham are in work and the Group’s hope is that the Town Council will show 
strong ethical leadership in the town by becoming an accredited living wage 
employer. There are currently 7000 accredited living wage employers in the UK, 
including 26 Town Councils. Mrs Devlin also advised of the Living Hours 
Campaign to tackle zero hours contracts and that Dundee is recognised as the 
first living wage city and her hope that Hexham could be the first living wage 
market town. She then answered questions relating to businesses struggling 
post-Covid and that anchor and the majority of employers would need to agree to 
the living wage for the whole town to be accredited.     
  

7762. MOTION ON REAL LIVING WAGE: Councillor Ord moved his motion “This 
Council recognises the need to pay its employees at least the Real Living Wage. 
It will also encourage other employers by leading the way and applying to the 
Living Wage Foundation to become an accredited Living Wage employer which 
will mean we can display the logo and use the other resources available for 
accredited employers”. Councillor Baty seconded the motion and it was AGREED 
with one abstention.   
 

7763. CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY DECLARATION: It was AGREED to 
recommit to a climate change and biodiversity emergency declaration. 
 

7764. DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES: The draft minutes for meetings of the Planning 
& Infrastructure and Finance & General Purposes Committees held in May 2021 
were NOTED.   
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7765. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. (Note: wherever possible, all 
communications addressed to the Council are circulated to Councillors for 
information as and when received.) It was noted that Councillors had been 
circulated information on: 

a. Activities and Support in West Northumberland for Older People and 
those affected by Dementia 

b. North East Autism Society 
c. West Northumberland VCS Network meeting 25/5 
d. Family Walk and Bike Ride between Hexham Schools on 5 June 
e. Volunteers Week 1-7/6 
f. Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership newsletter 
g. Arthritis Action events 
h. Queen’s Green Canopy and free trees for common land 
i. Mobile Distribution Unit Rotas for lateral flow home testing kits 
j. NCC Neighbourhood Planning newsletter 
k. Invitation to Community Energy Forum on 17/6 
l. Info from NCC on Project Gigabit 
m. Rural Services Network bulletin, funding digest and invitation to 

seminar on rural housing on 30/6 
n. Community Action Northumberland e-news 
o. Letter from Hexham Civic Society 
p. Temporary Traffic Regulation Order re Eilansgate 
q. Consultation on proposed main modifications to the Northumberland 

Local Plan  
r. NALC e-news 
s. VCS Support Services e-bulletins 
t. Big Day Out event 26/6   
  

7766. NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Council will be held on 12 July 2021 at 
6.45pm (venue to be confirmed). 
 

 
 
Chairman ……………………………………………… 

 
Signed as a correct record of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 14 
June 2021. 
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012 
Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under 
consideration. 
 
To do so Councillors must use one of the following statements: 
 

  “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest 
in…………………………………………………. (for example) Agenda item 
3, Planning application number 14/1234”. 

(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply). 
 

 “I have a disclosable personal interest 
in………………………………………………….... (for example) Agenda item 
4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative 

(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies). 
 
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the 
definitions of (A) pecuniary interest and (B) other personal interest and their 
obligations when declaring any such interests. 
 
To ensure Councillors’ interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above 
statements when declaring an interest. 
 
 
NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter 
or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a 
dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it 
but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.  
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 12 JULY 2021 
Payments are authorised by LGA 1972 s14, 144, 145, 214 or 215 or PCA 1957 

 
Payee Detail Amount VAT Net Cheque 

number 
Ref. 

Safe and 
Secure 24 

Alarm systems 24 
hour monitoring 

15.60 2.60 13.00 DD 7380 

HSBC Bank charges 
(June) 

10.00 0 10.00 DD 5060 

Malthurst Ltd Diesel (June) 399.30 66.54 332.76 Visa 7310 
EE & T 
Mobile 

Accounts (June) 40.22 6.70 33.52 DD 5010 

Ford Lease Monthly payment 
for Transit Tipper 

366.00 61.00 305.00 DD 7315 

BNP Paribas 
Leasing 
Solutions 

Mini Excavator 
monthly rental 

322.31 53.72 268.59 DD 7315 

John Deere 
Bank 

Tractor monthly 
lease payment 

726.09 121.01 605.08 DD 7315 

Octopus 
Energy Limited 

Cemetery 
electricity (May) 

246.08 41.01 205.07 DD 7370 

Octopus 
Energy Limited 

Abbey Floodlights 
electricity (May) 

68.20 3.25 64.95 DD 7450 

Onecom 
Limited 

Phone and 
broadband  

105.66 17.61 88.05 DD 5010 

ITC Service 
Limited 

Monthly 
PC/laptops 
maintenance and 
cloud fees (May/June) 

89.88 14.98 74.90 DD 7830 

Zoom Video 
Communications  

Monthly fee (June) 14.39 2.40 11.99 DD 5100 

NWH Waste 
Services 
Limited 

Skip at QB 
allotments (May) 

300.00 50.00 250.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7020 

NALC/ 
Eventbrite 

Councillor training 10.00 0 10.00 Visa 6080 

T Dodd Headstone repairs 2000.00 0 2000.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Matthew 
Charlton 

Cement for 
headstone repairs 

70.56 11.76 58.80 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Matthew 
Charlton 

Moulded mask 40.94 6.82 34.12 Bank 
Transfer 

7300 

Matthew 
Charlton 

Disc and threaded 
rod 

101.56 16.93 84.63 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

David Dixon 
Ltd 

Eyelets 6.84 1.14 5.70 Bank 
Transfer 

7320 

WCF Fuels – 
North East 

Gas oil 791.02 37.67 753.35 Bank 
Transfer 

7310 
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Hexham 
Book Festival 

Donation 2990.00 0 2990.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6096 

Philip Sewell Milk 23.20 0 23.20 Bank 
Transfer 

6010 

Derek’s Shoe 
Bar 

Engraving Mayors’ 
plaques 

30.00 0 30.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7330 

Safe and 
Secure 24 

12 month warranty 
for alarm system 

376.20 62.70 313.50 Visa 7380 

Down to 
Earth 

Growmore 23.97 3.99 19.98 Visa 7380 

Tesco Teabags 6.96 0 6.96 Visa 6010 
Homebase Paint etc for Sele 

play area 
127.55 21.25 106.30 Visa 5100 

Hexham 
Book Festival 

First aid training 
(Admin Officer) 

85.00 0 85.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6080 

Turfcare 
Specialists 
Ltd 

Grass seed 138.00 0 138.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Turfcare 
Specialists 
Ltd 

Weedkiller 72.00 12.00 60.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Homebase Paint for HMS 
project at the Sele 
play area 

52.00 8.67 43.33 Visa 5100 

Homebase Compost for 
planters 

16.80 2.80 14.00 Visa 7120 

SV Auto & 
Machinery 

Replace clutch and 
work on strimmer 

115.57 19.26 96.31 Bank 
Transfer 

7320 

Playsafety 
Limited 

Annual RoSPA 
play area 
inspections 

829.80 138.30 691.50 Bank 
Transfer 

7200 

Top Signs 
Limited 

Banner for 
Farmers Mkt stall 

84.00 14.00 70.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

Priestlands 
Residents 
Group 

Donation 250.00 0 250.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6066 

Core Music Bandstand Pilot 
funding 

4000.00 0 4000.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6096 

Viking 
Payments 

Liquid soap and 
floor gel 

13.99 2.33 11.66 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Viking 
Payments 

Ink cartridges and 
recycled paper 

160.19 26.70 133.49 Bank 
Transfer 

5030 

Screwfix  Safety Specs 16.90 2.80 14.10 Visa 7300 
NALC/ 
Eventbrite 

Councillor training: 
Future of High 
Streets event  

77.86 12.98 64.88 Visa 6080 

Lloyd Ltd Husqvarna repair 465.38 77.56 387.82 Bank 
Transfer 

7320 

Eventbrite/ 
NALC 

Future Communities 
event  

64.49 10.75 53.74 Visa 6080 
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NWH Waste 
Services 
Limited 

Skip at QB 
allotments (June) 

300.00 50.00 250.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7020 

Hexham 
Abbey 
Trading 
Limited 

Hire of Prior’s Hall 
for Full Council 
meeting 14/6/2021 

35.00 5.83 29.17 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

Hexham 
Farmers’ 
Market Ltd 

Pitch fee and hire 
of stall for 
26/6/2021 

50.00 0 50.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

TOTALS  16129.51 987.06 15142.45   
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 12 JULY 2021 

 
Payee Detail Amount VAT Net  Cheque 

number 
Ref. 

Balance b/f     2031.00   
      5080 
Balance fwd    2031.00   

 
 

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL – INCOME – JUNE 2021 
 

Credit from Detail Amount Invoice 
reference 

Date Ref. 

Various Cemetery charges 2080.00 HDW2021/36 020621 4010 
Public Sector 
Deposit Fund 

Dividend 1.17  020621 4030 

Various Cemetery charges 1500.00 HDW2021/37 030621 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 200.00 HDW2021/38 080621 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 600.00 HD2021/39 100621 4020 
Various Cemetery charges 635.00 HDW2021/41 290621 4020 
Various Cemetery charges 170.00 HD2021/42 290621 4020 
      
TOTAL  5186.17    
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ONLINE IN JUNE 2021 

 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 1 JUNE 2021 

 
1590. PRESENT: Councillors A Baty, D Bell, M Domingue, D Kennedy and J Ord. 

 
1591. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor J Ord be 

Chairman. 
 

1592. COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was noted that these are Councillors A Baty, D 
Bell, M Domingue, F Hartland, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell and J Ord. 
  

1593. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Hartland and 
O’Farrell. 
 

1594. MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 4 May 2021, having been  
circulated, were AGREED.  
  

1595. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. TYNE GREEN SIGN (minute 1583b and action log refers). It was 

noted that progress on this is pending confirmation of NCC’s related 
budget. 

b. FISH PASS INFORMATION BOARD (minute 1583c and action log 
refers). It was noted that the Tyne Rivers Trust submission of 
information for the board was forwarded to Committee members. It 
was AGREED to source quotes for the sign, including Differentia Ltd, 
and to work with the Tyne Rivers Trust to create a design to circulate 
to Committee members for approval.  

c. LEAF VACUUM OPTIONS (minute 1583d and action log refers). It 
was noted that Councillor Ord will meet with the Operations Manager 
to discuss this. 

d. ALLOTMENT GUIDANCE (minute 1583e and action log refers). It was 
AGREED to circulate the draft allotment guidance to Committee 
members for thoughts. 

e. CARAVAN PARKS (minute 1583f and action log refers). It was noted 
it was agreed to pursue this post-lockdown so remains pending.  

f. RAILWAY STATION (minute 1583g and action log refers). It was 
noted that the site has been tidied and that NCC has advised the Old 
Water Tower is to be cleaned and that works to check the poor 
condition of the Old Goods Shed will be undertaken. It was AGREED 
to invite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to the next P&I Committee 
meeting to discuss issues around its condition. 

g. CEMETERY LODGE (minute 1583i and action log refers). It was 
noted this is pending. 

h. SOLAR PANELS (minute 1583k and action log refers). It was 
AGREED for the information found to be forwarded to the new 
Committee members. 
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i. DUKES WOOD (minute 1583l and action log refers). It was noted that 
the litter has been cleared since Councillor Ord last visited and the 
issue is resolved. 

j. BRIARBANK, 4 WINDMILL HILL (minute 1585 refers). It was noted 
that no objections had been received and the Clerk submitted a 
response based on this. 

k. BIN AT BISHOPTON WAY (minute 1586 and action log refers). It was 
noted that Councillor Baty will meet the Operations Manager on site 
regarding this. 

l. CARBON FOOTPRINT ASSESSMENT (minute 1587 and action log 
refers). It was noted that NCC’s Service Director on Climate Change, 
Business Intelligence and Corporate Performance hopes to run a 
summer intern programme and this may be the ideal project. It was 
AGREED to ask the Service Director whether Northumberland will be 
sectioned in its upcoming climate change report so there will be an 
individual report on Hexham in their upcoming climate change report. 
It was AGREED that the new Council will recommit to the climate 
change emergency at the next Full Council meeting and all 
Councillors will sign a declaration. 

m. ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CENTENARY (minute 1588f and action log 
refers). It was noted that this is listed on the next Community 
Engagement Committee agenda.       
 

1596. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Kennedy, as a Member of the 
NCC Tynedale Local Area Committee (Planning), declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in all planning applications and took no part in consideration of any of 
the applications.    
 

1597. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there were no objections to, or 
comments on, the applications received in accordance with the list circulated 
and attached to the agenda, except for: 

 21/01422/ADE (Travelodge, Alemouth Road) – not object but ask for 
consideration in turning off the lighting at midnight to help maintain 
dark skies. 

 21/01446/VARYCO (Units 1-4 Breckon Hill, Lowgate) – object as 
support the objection submitted by the resident of Ivy Cottage.  

 21/01479/LBC (12 Glovers Place) – not object but ask for the outside 
development to be delayed to support the surrounding wildlife. 

 21/01535/FUL (3 Armstrong Close) – not object but ask for 
consideration in installing a hedgehog hole. 

 
Application 21/01735/FELTPO (West of Red Lion Cottage, Corbridge Road) 
was also considered. It was AGREED there were no objections, however it 
was noted to ask that the proposed work be undertaken according to the 
Tree Officer’s advice, regarding the season and timing.   
 

1598. RETAIL PARK DEVELOPMENT: It was AGREED to ask Union Property 
Services Ltd for a delay on the Council’s decision on a preferred name until 
the end of Friday 4 June and for Committee members to send suggestions to 
the Clerk by noon on Friday 4 June.  
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1599. WYDON PARK PLAY AREA: It was AGREED to accept an asset transfer of 
this play area, subject to agreement on what additional land may be available 
and to seek local residents’ views.  It was AGREED to contact Karbon 
Homes to find out how much land is available. 
 

1600. HISTORICAL INFORMATION SIGNAGE: It was AGREED to invite Steve 
Pardue and Ben Haslam to the next P&I Committee meeting to discuss this 
project. 
 

1601. SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN: It was AGREED to circulate the 
Sustainability Action Plan and related guidance to Committee Members.  
 

1602. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) SELE PLAY AREA QUOTE: It was AGREED to take this into 

consideration when preparing the budget in Autumn. 
b) HYDRO NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP: It was noted that Councillor 

Kennedy has been in discussion with NCC regarding this and is 
meeting on-site with an NCC Officer next week. 

c) BIN REQUESTS: It was AGREED to provide bins at Wydon 
Reservoir, St Mary’s Chare and Burswell Avenue/Osbourne Avenue 
Junction. It was noted that a bin in the Sele needs replacing and 
AGREED that the Clerk contact NCC regarding this. 

d) LOCAL AUTHORITY TREESCAPE FUND: It was noted that 
Councillor Baty is liaising with the Woodland Trust regarding funding 
for trees and it was AGREED to invite Hexham Space for Nature to a 
P&I Committee meeting once the fund is in place.  

e) HENCOTES PEDESTRIAN CROSSING: It was AGREED to check 
the consultation letter sent to residents and report back to the 
Committee.  

f) HEXHAM CYCLE PARKING: It was AGREED to ask NCC whether 
any stands could be placed at the Cemetery. 

    
1603. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the date of the next Committee 

meeting will be Tuesday 29 June 2021 at 6.00pm. 
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Action Log 
 

Recontact the Tyne Rivers Trust and Differentia Ltd re 
the Fish Pass Information Board and source additional 
quotes (minute 1595b) 

Clerk 

Arrange meeting to discuss leaf vacuum options (minute 
1595c) 

Operations 
Manager/Councillor 
Ord/Admin Officer 

Circulate draft allotment guidance to all Committee 
members (minute 1595d) 

Councillor Ord/Admin 
Officer 

Post-lockdown, contact NCC about caravan parks 
(minute 1595e) 

Clerk 

Invite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to the next P&I 
Committee meeting (minute 1595f) 

Clerk 

Source quotes relating to the Cemetery Lodge (minute 
1595g) 

Operations 
Manager/Admin Officer 

Distribute info on planning permission required for solar 
panels in the Cemetery to all Committee members 
(minute 1595h) 

Admin Officer 

Check/site bin at Bishopton Way (minute 1595k) Operations 
Manager/Councillor 

Baty 
Contact NCC’s Service Director on Climate Change, 
Business Intelligence and Corporate Performance re 
Climate Change report (minute 1595l) 

Clerk 

Contact Union Property Services Ltd re extension on 
deadline and consider Retail Park names (minute 1598) 

Clerk/All 

Contact Karbon Homes re Wydon Park Clerk 
Invite Steve Pardue and Ben Haslam to the next P&I 
Committee meeting to discuss historical information 
signage (minute 1600) 

Clerk 

Circulate Sustainability Action Plan and related guidance 
(minute 1601) 

Councillor Ord 

Contact NCC regarding bin replacement in the Sele 
(minute 1602c) 

Clerk/Councillor Baty 

Site bins as agreed (minute 1602c) Operations Manager 
Invite Hexham Space for Nature to a future P&I 
Committee meeting (minute 1602d) 

Clerk/Councillor Baty 

Check consultation letter re Hencotes pedestrian 
crossing proposals (minute 1620e) 

Clerk 

Contact NCC re cycle parking in Hexham (minute 1602f) Clerk 
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 17 JUNE 2021 
 

685. PRESENT: Councillors S Ball, T Cessford, M Domingue, S Fairless-
Aitken, P Grennan, D Kennedy, C Ponsford and L Williscroft-Ferris.  
 

686. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor Williscroft-
Ferris be the Chair.  
 

687. COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was noted that the Committee members are 
Councillors S Ball, T Cessford, M Domingue, S Fairless-Aitken, P 
Grennan, D Kennedy, C Ponsford, A Smith and L Williscroft-Ferris.  
 

688. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor A Smith. 
 

689. MINUTES of the meeting held on 26 April 2021, having been circulated, 
were AGREED.  
 

690. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. DEFIBRILLATOR (minute 676a refers). It was noted that a 

thank you letter had been sent to the Danny Jones Defibrillator 
Fund for a grant towards the cost. It was further noted that the 
defibrillator is now at the Railway Station but may not be in 
place immediately as planning permission may be required. 

b. BANDSTAND SEATING (minute 676b and action log refers). It 
was noted that the County Council Officer has requested a site 
meeting if the Town Council wishes to pursue this. 

c. HEXPRESS (minute 678 and action log refers). It was noted 
that a funding feature had been added but that the distribution 
of the Hexpress had been delayed. 

d. ACTIVE AT HOME AND DEMENTIA FRIENDLY TYNEDALE 
(minute 679 and action log refers). It was noted information had 
been added to the website and social media. 

e. RUBBISH AT EASTGATE AND BEHIND THE HOSPITAL 
(minute 682 and action log refers). It was noted that NCC had 
advised that it takes 7-8 months for the sweeper to do every 
path in Hexham but this includes daily cleaning of the town 
centre, leaf hot spots in autumn and reactive work. The estate 
behind the hospital is done approx. every 8 weeks. 

f. TOWN CENTRE DEEP CLEAN (minute 683 and action log 
refers). It was noted that the last clean was at Priestpopple, 
cost £2250.00 and was paid for from the contingency budget.    
   

691. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were 
made. 
 

692. ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CENTENARY: It was AGREED to include this 
within the Remembrance Day event.  
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693. 
 

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES: The following representatives were 
AGREED: 

a. HEXHAM IN BLOOM – Councillor O’Farrell 
b. HEXPRESS – Councillors Ball, Fairless-Aitken and Grennan 
c. TOWN TWINNING – Councillor Williscroft-Ferris 

 
694. HEXPRESS: It was noted that the delivery planned for mid-June had 

been delayed. It was further noted that an informal meeting had taken 
place where it was proposed in the future to only issue a digital copy and 
supplementary one page flyer to be displayed on noticeboards and be 
left at strategic places. It was AGREED that the first flyer should include 
a consultation on this proposed approach. 
 

695. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY: A discussion on this 
included the following: 

a. FARMERS MARKET. Councillors will have a monthly stall from 
Saturday 26 June, costing £15.00 per market. A banner with the 
HTC logo is on order. 

b. GENERIC EMAIL ADDRESSES. It was AGREED to do further 
research on other Town Councils in Northumberland, with NALC, 
and to see if these could be POP enabled to be linked to another 
account. 

c. YOUTH COUNCIL. It was AGREED the aim is to involve, engage, 
inform and facilitate as much as possible. A Youth Council was 
discussed and it was AGREED to contact all schools in Hexham 
this term. 

d. BANDSTAND. It was AGREED to support and promote a pilot 
programme of music to start in July. 

e. SPORTS AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS. It was noted 
these are not attached to any forum and AGREED they should be 
added to the wish list of speakers to attend future Council or 
Committee meetings. 

f. VIRTUAL NOTICEBOARD. It was AGREED to progress this and 
have a directory with links to local organisations. 

g. SOCIAL MEDIA. It was AGREED to work on a strategy for this. 
h. MEETING AT ABBEY GREAT HALL. It was AGREED to consider 

having a meeting for all interested local residents to attend, to 
discuss matters of interest in Hexham. 

i. POVERTY PROOFING. It was noted this can be an issue, such 
as children not being able to afford books. It was AGREED to 
consider poverty and how to improve access to events.     

 
696. HEXHAM TOURISM STRATEGY AND BELLMAN AUDITIONS: It was 

AGREED to progress the Bellman (Town Crier) auditions. It was also 
AGREED to circulate the Tourism Strategy and related information to the 
Committee Members and consider this further at the next meeting. 
 

697. SPEAKERS AT MEETINGS: It was noted that a protocol has been 
AGREED and that speakers on behalf of both the Queen’s Hall and 
Hexham Community Partnership have/will be invited to the July Full 
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Council meeting.  
 

698. LOTTERY FUNDING – PLACES CALLED HOME: It was AGREED that 
Core Music or the Town Council should submit an application for the 
pilot bandstand project. 
 

699. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will 
be held online or at the Cemetery office (to be confirmed) on Thursday 
15 July 2021 at 6.00pm. 
 

 
Action Log 

 
Include the RBL centenary in the R Day event and list 
agreeing a R Day Sub-Committee on the next agenda 
(minute 692) 

Clerk 

Include a consultation on the proposed HexPress approach 
in the next edition (minute 694) 

Councillors Ball, 
Fairless-Aitken and 

Grennan 
Further research generic email addresses (minute 695b) Clerk (other Councils 

and NALC) Admin 
Officer (ITC Digital) 

Arrange schools letter (minute 695c) Councillors Fairless-
Aitken, Grennan and 
Williscroft-Ferris to 
write, Clerk to send  

Work on a social media strategy (minute 695g) Councillor Grennan, 
Clerk and Admin 

Officer 
Consider poverty proofing (minute 695i) Councillor Ponsford to 

work with the Food 
Bank 

Progress the Bellman auditions (minute 696) Councillor Ball 
Circulate Tourism Strategy information and list on the next 
agenda (minute 696) 

Admin Officer and 
Clerk 

Confirm invitations to speakers at July meeting (minute 697) Clerk 
Pursue lottery funding (minute 698) Councillor Grennan 

with Core Music  
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22 JUNE 2021 

 
833. PRESENT: Councillors F Hartland, D Kennedy, J Ord, A Smith, C Ponsford, A 

Baty, M Domingue and G O’Farrell. 
 

834. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: none were received. 
 

835. MINUTES of the meeting held on 20 May 2021, having been circulated, were 
AGREED.  
 

836. MATTERS ARISING:  
a) TOWN COUNCIL PRESENCE IN TOWN CENTRE (minute 823a and 

action log refers). It was noted that there will be a monthly presence at 
the Farmers Market from 26 June. Councillor Kennedy will lead a small 
working group to work on a business case for an office presence.  

b) MARKET STALL CANOPIES (minute 823b and action log refers). It 
was noted that a response from NCC’s Markets Manager is still 
awaited as is a response from the Hexham Business Group. 

c) DISCIPLINARY, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, EQUALITY AND 
DIVERSITY, AND GRIEVANCE POLICIES (minute 823c and action 
log refers). It was noted that these policies had still not been 
progressed and that the Clerk will resend out information and list this 
on the next agenda. 

d) CARRIED FORWARD BUDGETS (minute 826 and action log refers). It 
was noted that the recommendations, and the virement from the Town 
Plan budget to Contingency, were approved by Full Council on 14 
June. 

e) COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY (minute 827 and action log 
refers). It was noted this was considered by the Community 
Engagement Committee on 17 June. 

f) HEADSTONE RAFT FOUNDATION QUOTES (minute 828 and action 
log refers). It was noted these were being sought but, as when last 
tendered, it seems that only one company will quote. It was AGREED 
to forward further information to the Committee on these foundations.    

g) FUNDING (minute 831 and action log refers). It was noted that this has 
been paid except for the road closures relating to the postponed Big 
Day Out event. 
   

837. No DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST were made.  
 

838. FINANCIAL REPORT: The bank statement and account reconciliation 
together with the 2021/22 budget report to 31 May 2021 were received and 
accepted. Copies are attached to the minutes. It was also noted that 
Councillor Domingue had met with the Clerk and alternative ways of 
presenting budget information is being considered.  
 

839. BANKING WITH HSBC: It was noted that HSBC scores poorly on ethical 
consumer sites and using the Co-operative Bank instead was considered, 
further noting that cheques can be paid into the Post Office. It was AGREED 
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to recommend this switch to Full Council, noting both accounts may have to 
be used for a while before the HSBC account can be closed. 
   

840. FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS: It was AGREED to recommend to Full Council 
that the Standing Orders are amended so these meetings start at 6.00pm 
rather than 6.45pm from the August meeting. 
   

841. ACTION PLAN 2021/22: It was AGREED to defer consideration of this until 
the next meeting. 
 

841. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC: It was resolved and AGREED in accordance 
with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that 
as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, namely 
consideration of funding requests, it is advisable in the public interest that the 
public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they were 
requested to withdraw. 
 

842. FUNDING APPLICATIONS: These were considered and AGREED as listed in 
confidential note 842. 
 

843. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be 
held at 6.00pm on Monday 26 July 2021. 
 

 
Action Log 

 
Form a working group to consider a town centre presence 
(minute 823a/836a) 

Councillor Kennedy 

Market Stall canopies: pursue response from Markets 
Manager and Hexham Business Group (minute 836b) 

Admin Officer 

Consider the listed policies and list on next agenda (minute 
836c) 

Clerk to email current 
policies and NALC 
templates, then all 

Councillors to 
consider 

Send info on headstone raft foundation quotes (minute 836f) Clerk 
Refer recommended change of bank to Full Council (minute 
839) 

Clerk 

Refer recommended change of Full Council meeting time 
and related change to the Standing Orders to Full Council 
(minute 840) 

Clerk 

List Action Plan on the next agenda (minute 841) Clerk 
Arrange the funding as agreed (minute 842) Clerk  
 
 
Chairman ………………………………………………  
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 29 JUNE 2021 

 
 
1604. PRESENT: Councillors A Baty, D Bell, M Domingue, F Hartland, D Kennedy, 

G O’Farrell, J Ord and A Smith. 
 

1605. There were no APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
 

1606. MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 1 June 2021, having been  
circulated, were AGREED.  
  

1607. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY (minute 1602d). It was noted that 

Councillor Baty and Councillor Ord are working with the Woodland 
Trust, Hexham Space for Nature and the Tyne Rivers Trust to create 
a plan for planting trees in Hexham in order to apply to the initiative for 
free trees. 

b. HENCOTES PEDESTRIAN CROSSING (minute 1602e and action log 
refers). It was noted that a NCC Officer advised that all residents had 
received a letter regarding the crossing proposals and that Councillor 
Cessford is in contact with Councillor Grennan regarding residents’ 
concerns. 

c. FISH PASS INFORMATION BOARD (minute 1595b and action log 
refers). It was noted that Differentia Ltd is working on this so remains 
pending. 

d. LEAF VACUUM OPTIONS (minute 1595c and action log refers). It 
was noted that Councillor Ord met with the Operations Manager to 
discuss this and that an appropriate blower has been sourced which 
may be considered when agreeing the next budget. 

e. ALLOTMENT GUIDANCE (minute 1595d and action log refers). It was 
noted that the draft allotment guidance was circulated to Committee 
members and Councillor Baty has offered to revise this. It was 
AGREED to include a statement regarding considerate parking at the 
Millfield/Eilansgate Junction at Quatre Bras allotments.  

f. CARAVAN PARKS (minute 1595e and action log refers). It was noted 
it was agreed to pursue this post-lockdown so remains pending.  

g. RAILWAY STATION (minute 1595f and action log refers). It was noted 
that the owners of the Old Goods Shed (Arch Company) were unable 
to attend this meeting and the Clerk is waiting for a response 
regarding their future availability. 

h. CEMETERY LODGE (minute 1595g and action log refers). It was 
noted this is pending. 

i. SOLAR PANELS (minute 1595h and action log refers). It was noted 
that the Clerk and Admin Officer met with NCC’s Conservation Officer 
at the Cemetery to discuss this and are waiting for further information. 
It was AGREED to circulate this to all Committee members when 
received. 

j. BIN AT BISHOPTON WAY (minute 1595k and action log refers). It 
was noted that this is pending and Councillor Baty will contact the 
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Operations Manager to arrange an onsite meeting. 
k. CARBON FOOTPRINT ASSESSMENT (minute 1595l and action log 

refers). It was noted that NCC’s Service Director on Climate Change, 
Business Intelligence and Corporate Performance had advised that an 
individual report on Hexham will be included in their upcoming climate 
change report. 

l. RETAIL PARK DEVELOPMENT (minute 1598 and action log refers). 
It was noted that Union Property Services has requested NCC to call 
the development Hexham Gate.  

m. WYDON PARK PLAY AREA (minute 1599 and action log refers). It 
was AGREED to decline the offer of an asset transfer of this play 
area, but to encourage Karbon Homes to consult residents and local 
groups to look at how the land around the play area is managed. It 
was AGREED that Councillor O’Farrell would contact Priestlands 
Residents Group to discuss this. 

n. HISTORICAL INFORMATION SIGNAGE (minute 1600 and action log 
refers). It was noted that Steve Pardue and Ben Haslam had been 
invited to discuss this project at today’s meeting. 

o. SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN (minute 1601 and action log refers). 
It was noted that Councillor Ord had circulated this and related 
guidance to Committee Members. It was AGREED that Councillor 
Hartland and Domingue would look at NCC’s sustainability proposals 
and create a new Action Plan using a Friends of the Earth template.  

p. BIN AT THE SELE (minute 1602c and action log refers). It was noted 
that NCC’s Green Spaces Officer had advised that a bin could not be 
located here due to access issues. It was AGREED to set up a 
Friends of the Sele group as an alternative to address the issue of 
littering. It was also noted that the Green Spaces Officer has some 
concerns about the winter lights and it was AGREED to get a quote 
for dismantling/putting these up each year.  

q. BIN REQUESTS (minute 1602c and action log refers). It was noted 
that this is pending. 

r. HEXHAM SPACE FOR NATURE (minute 1602d and action log 
refers). It was noted that this is pending.  

s. HEXHAM CYCLE PARKING (minute 1602f and action log refers). It 
was noted that a response from NCC is pending. 
 

1608. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Kennedy, as a Member of the 
NCC Tynedale Local Area Committee (Planning), declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in all planning applications and took no part in consideration of any of 
the applications.    
 

1609. CEMETERY WILDFLOWER VERGE: It was noted that at least 25 different 
species of wildflower have been identified and that the grass cutting must not 
be done before the first week of August. It was AGREED to ask the 
Operations Manager to pass this on to the local farmer. 
 

1610. COMMUNITY LED AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT: It was noted that 
Councillor Domingue is working with a range of partners including Karbon 
Homes and Hexham Community-Led Housing on a proposal for community 
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housing at the old Bus Station.  
 

1611. HISTORICAL INFORMATION SIGNAGE: A presentation was made by Mr 
Pardue and Mr Haslam. They advised that they had a three-part project in 
relation to Historical Information Signage across Hexham. The first part of 
the project focused on communicating heritage to visitors and residents by 
installing small plaques outside shops in the town centre to communicate 
Hexham’s heritage. It was advised that this would be done in partnership 
with shop owners who could sponsor a plaque for their premises. It was 
noted that they had been in touch with NCC’s Conservation Officer who was 
supportive of the proposal and advised that advertising consent would be 
required for the plaques. They advised that the second part of the project is 
to look at entry points to the town centre and improve these through the use 
of imagery and artwork on walls and railings, which the Conservation Officer 
is also supportive of. The final part to the project is to install a sculpture in the 
Market Place and improve the prominence of the Hexham Riots plaque 
located here. Asked what Mr Pardue and Mr Haslam would like from HTC, 
they advised they would like HTC to front the scheme, provide funding, and 
act as a link between partners in the area, such as the HSHAZ scheme. It 
was AGREED that Mr Pardue and Mr Haslam would send a document with 
detailed plans for the project, costs and an example plaque to all Committee 
members for consideration. 
 

1612. RURAL MARKET TOWN GROUP: It was AGREED to defer this to the next 
meeting.  
 

1613. NORTHUMBERLAND LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION: It was AGREED to 
respond to the consultation advising that Anick Grange Haugh should be 
removed from the list of suitable sites for aggregate mineral site allocations 
and that coal extraction opportunities should not be included in light of NCC’s 
goal to make Northumberland carbon neutral by 2030. 
 

1614. SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN: It was noted that whilst there were no 
updates to Sustainability Action Plan, Councillor Baty advised that Hexham 
Abbey are exploring the possibility of installing solar panels on their roof and 
were interested in power sharing. It was AGREED that Councillor Baty would 
keep Committee members updated with progress on this.  
 

1615. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) THOMPSONS OF PRUDHOE PROPOSALS: It was noted that 

Councillor Kennedy had received a letter from a resident regarding 
concerns about Thompsons of Prudhoe’s proposals to mine sand and 
gravel from Anick Grange Haugh. 

b) 3 ARMSTRONG CLOSE (21/01535/FUL): It was noted that this 
application had been amended by the applicant to include the 
provision of a hedgehog shelter. 
 

1616. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there were no objections to, or 
comments on, the applications received in accordance with the list circulated 
and attached to the agenda, except for: 
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 21/01814/PRUTPO (8 Intake Way, Hexham) – not object but ask that 
the proposed work be undertaken according to the Tree Officer’s 
advice regarding the season and timing. 

 21/01872/FUL (Blinkers Flat, Hallgate, Hexham) – object on the 
grounds of protecting the Conservation Area as outlined in the 
Hexham Neighbourhood Plan (HNP3) and note a preference for  
renovation to removal. 

 21/01764/FUL (5 Eilansgate Terrace, Hexham) – not object, but ask 
for sufficient insulation for the proposed extension. 

 21/01866/ADE (Land North East of Tesco (Bunker Site), Alemouth 
Road, Hexham) – object on the grounds of the design not being in line 
with the principles for design outlined in the Neighbourhood Plan 
(HNP2), as well as protecting the Conservation Area (HNP3), Heritage 
Assets (HNP4), not complying with the Hexham Shopfront Design 
Guide (HNP5) and the impact on Dark Skies (HNP18).  

Applications 21/02247/FUL (Rydal Mount, Eilansgate), 21/02257/FUL (8 
Woodbine Terrace) and 21/01040/COU (1 Wanless Lane) were also 
considered. It was AGREED there were no objections to, or comments on, 
these.  
 

1617. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the date of the next Committee 
meeting will be Tuesday 20 July 2021 at 6.00pm. 
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Action Log 
 

Update allotment guidance and include a statement re 
considerate parking at the Millfield/Eilansgate junction at 
Quatre Bras (minute 1607e). 

Councillor Baty 

Post-lockdown, contact NCC about caravan parks 
(minute 1607f). 

Clerk 

Invite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to the next P&I 
Committee meeting (minute 1607g). 

Clerk 

Source quotes relating to the Cemetery Lodge (minute 
1607h). 

Operations 
Manager/Admin Officer 

Distribute info on solar panels at the Cemetery to all 
Committee members when received (minute 1607i). 

Admin Officer 

Check/site bin at Bishopton Way (minute 1607j). Operations 
Manager/Councillor 

Baty 
Contact Karbon Homes and Priestlands Residents 
Group re Wydon Park (minute 1607m). 

Clerk/Councillor 
O’Farrell 

Look at NCC’s sustainability proposals and create a new 
Sustainability Action Plan (minute 1607o). 

Councillor Hartland/ 
Councillor Domingue 

Set up a Friends of the Sele group (minute 1607p). Councillor 
Ord/Councillor Baty 

Get a quote re dismantling/putting up the winter lights 
each year in the Sele (minute 1607p). 

Clerk 

Place new bins at Wydon Reservoir, the Archway, Old 
Church, St Mary’s Chare and Burswell Avenue/Osbourne 
Avenue Junction (minute 1607q). 

Operations Manager 

Invite Hexham Space for Nature to a future P&I 
Committee meeting (minute 1607r). 

Clerk/Councillor Baty 

Contact NCC re cycle parking in Hexham (minute 1607s) Clerk 
Contact farmer re Cemetery wildflower verge annual cut 
(minute 1609). 
 

Admin 
Officer/Operations 

Manager 
Circulate Historical Information Signage information to all 
Committee members when received (minute 1611). 

Clerk 

Add Rural Market Town Group representative to next 
agenda (minute 1612). 

Clerk 

Respond to Northumberland Local Plan Consultation 
(minute 1613). 

Clerk 

Monitor Hexham Abbey solar panel proposals (minute 
1614). 

Councillor Baty 

 
 


