HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
I GIVE NOTICE that a meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 11 October
2021 at 6.00pm, at the Prior’s Hall, Hexham Abbey, when the following items will be
discussed:
AGENDA
1. Council to hear questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the
agenda or relating to Hexham.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Declarations of interest (see enclosed).
4. To agree minutes of the Council meeting held on 13 September 2021, enclosed.
5. Matters arising not on the agenda – for report only, if any.
6. To receive a presentation from Colin Hall, Community Engagement Officer,
Environment Agency on Northumberland flood resilience.
7. To receive a presentation from Sam Gilchrist and Gill Turner on poverty proofing.
8. Mayor’s announcements.
9. To agree accounts for payment (list enclosed).
10. To note new proposed signage on a retail-led Heritage Project supported by
Hexham Town Council.
11. To receive and accept the External Auditor’s report for 2020/21 (see enclosed).
12. To agree to re-adopt the Training and Development Policy (see enclosed).
13. To agree the Action Plan 2021/22 (see enclosed).
14. To consider potential use of the former Hexham Middle School site (see draft
minute 1652 (enclosed) of the 20 September P&I Committee meeting).
15. To agree which bank to switch the Town Council account to.
16. To note the draft minutes (enclosed) of Committee meetings held in September.
17. To note correspondence received.
18. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meeting’s discretion. (Matters to be
raised under this item should be written out (if possible) and given to the
Chairman of the meeting or the Town Clerk before the meeting begins.)

Jane Kevan
Town Clerk
5 October 2021
Hexham Town Council, Council Office, St Andrew’s Cemetery, Hexham NE46 3RR
Tel: 01434 609575
Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Hagenda1021
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13 SEPTEMBER 2021

7782.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS:
SUMMER BEDDING PLANTS: A local resident asked about these being
purchased from Darlington Borough Council and commented that they should be
locally sourced and more insect friendly. It was noted that the Council are looking
at perennial and sustainable planting, and moving to a local supplier.
WENTWORTH TOILETS: A local resident noted he had been asking about
improvements since 2018 and asked if the Town Council knew of any update.
Councillor Kennedy advised a related meeting with the Leader of
Northumberland County Council had been postponed but would be rearranged.
SELE PATH: A local resident asked if the Town Council was aware of any
update on improvements to this path, following a recent meeting he had with
NCC’s Footpaths Officer. It was noted that this will be pursued with the Officer.
HEXHAMTV: It was noted that the meeting was being streamed/recorded.

7783.

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING: Councillor D Kennedy, the Town Mayor,
opened the meeting. Also present were Councillors S Ball, A Baty, T Cessford, M
Domingue, S Fairless-Aitken, P Grennan, F Hartland, G O’Farrell, J Ord, C
Ponsford, A Smith and L Williscroft-Ferris.

7784.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor D Bell.

7785.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest made.

7786.

MINUTES: The minutes of the Council meeting held on 12 July 2021, having
been circulated, were AGREED.

7787.

MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising.

7788.

MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. Councillor Kennedy advised the meeting of the
following for information:
a. BANDSTAND PROJECT: He noted how the success of the sessions at
the bandstand had been reported on BBC Look North, watched by
400,000 viewers.
b. CARNTYNE CARE HOME SHOP: He had been delighted to open this on
3 September.
c. ANIMATING HEXHAM: He noted this event, from 9 to 12 September, had
been very impressive.
d. TAP AND SPILE: It was great to open this pub on 13 August, and see the
pub full with a band playing.

7789.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: It was AGREED to authorise payments in
accordance with the lists that had been circulated and attached to the agenda,
although it was also AGREED to receive further information relating to the
vehicle leases.

7790.

HEXHAM BUSINESS GROUP: A presentation was made by Gary Wilson. He
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advised of “think small” that promotes local businesses and that the Group was
constituted in 2020. Aims include to actively promote the benefit of spending time
in Hexham, assisting the Town Council, and to promote and grow local
businesses. The Hexham weekly market has good regional representation,
attracts many visitors, and is easily accessible but there are too many empty
units. The Group aims to improve this and considers there should be a central
community hub and a build-up of the local economy, encouraging an interesting
shopping experience. Benefits would include reducing carbon emissions by
people shopping near home. Management of the market is difficult from afar as
ideally there should be daily contact so the Group would like the Town Council to
run the market instead of the County Council and for the Shambles to be used
more.
In response to questions, Mr Wilson advised the town would benefit from a Town
Centre Manager; that membership is primarily central businesses but the
constitution is open to all and that some businesses in Haugh Lane have joined;
that mostly national businesses are in another group in Hexham but the Group is
aiming to have all as members; that the Group has partnered with Discovering
Durham CIC to bring some of the latter’s skills to Hexham; and that managing
public toilets is being discussed.
7791.

QUEEN’S HALL: A presentation was made by Katy Taylor, Artistic Director/Chief
Executive. She advised of the phased reopening to audiences and launch of an
e-brochure. Recent comedy gigs have been particularly successful, attracting
many new visitors to the Queen’s Hall. The building work to provide new facilities
will hopefully be finished later this month, having been delayed by both Brexit
and Covid. There will be a 50% bigger studio theatre, new backstage areas and
more toilets. Staff are also returning after being furloughed.
The Animating Hexham project was successfully delivered and engaged with lots
of people who don’t normally visit art galleries.
Other projects include a successful bid for funding from Youth Music which, with
nine delivery partners, will support a future music festival.
Animating Hexham was a pilot programme for the Hexham High Streets Heritage
Action Zone cultural programme. The next one will be Illuminating Sheep which
will subsequently be rolled out across the whole County in autumn 2022.
Ms Taylor also advised of the Northumbrian Commissioning Hub which is taking
on the Viking Christmas production elsewhere and working on a new production
for this year which will also go elsewhere in the future.
Answering questions, she advised regular hirings of the Hall are made such as
for dance schools; a community engagement programme means a lot is
happening behind the scenes such as the youth theatre and community choir
(the capital project needs to be completed before these will return to the Hall but
most activities have continued online); and Councillors will be invited to tour the
new facilities once work has been completed.

7792.

CORE MUSIC: A presentation was made by Mike Coleman. He advised an
emergency committee was set up during lockdown but grants were obtained and
now there is a Core Music Futures Project to be accessible to all. Now with a
staff team of five, the shop has been refurbished with a space large enough for
small gigs. He would also like to improve marketing and have succession
planning. Another aim is to produce affordable activities and lessons, etc. There
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is a bursary scheme to start lessons and also an amnesty project for secondhand instruments. The main aim is for more people to play and enjoy music.
In response to questions, Mr Coleman advised they have a new recording studio
which is a small space to particularly help young people learn about recording;
they intend to do podcasts and other activities; there was very positive feedback
on the bandstand sessions; and promotion is being considered to link live music
with other activities, such as the market.
7793.

LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PRIORITIES: Following a discussion about various
concerns, the following were AGREED as the Council’s top three priority issues
for 2022/23:
1. A 20mph speed limit throughout Hexham
2. To close the Market Place to traffic on market days
3. To have a lollipop person employed at the Whetstone Bridge/Allendale
Road (new school site) junction.

7794.

DISCIPLINARY, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY, AND
GRIEVANCE POLICIES: It was AGREED to readopt these policies, as attached
to the agenda.

7795.

BANK ACCOUNT: It was AGREED that the Town Council will stop banking with
HSBC but there will be further consideration about other banks in Hexham and
options such as Unity Trust or Triodos Bank before a decision will be made on
where to have an account instead.

7796.

DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES: The draft minutes for meetings of the
Community Engagement, Planning & Infrastructure and Finance & General
Purposes Committees held in July and August 2021 were NOTED.

7797.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. (Note: wherever possible, all
communications addressed to the Council are circulated to Councillors for
information as and when received.) It was noted that Councillors had been
circulated information on:
a. Active Travel Tynedale Family Walk and Bike Ride between Hexham
and Corbridge on 14 August
b. Mobile Distribution Unit Rotas for lateral flow home testing kits
c. Community Action Northumberland e-news
d. NALC e-news, NALC AGM and NALC Councillor Census
e. VCS Support Services e-bulletins
f. Haydon Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan consultation
g. Tynedale Hospice at Home event on 22 August
h. NCC Neighbourhood Planning newsletter
i. Pennine Journey North Loop Ultramarathon 2022
j. LOVE Northumberland 2021
k. 2022-23 Local Transport Plan Programme consultation
l. Living Wage Foundation Newsletter
m. Comments on a proposed Haugh Lane unit planning application (from
Hexham Civic Society)
n. Heritage Open Days
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o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.
u.
v.

Free Trees giveaway (NCC)
A69 Bridge End update
Jobs Fair at St James Park on 20/8
Transport NorthEast Stakeholder Forum (from NCC)
Animating Hexham launch event
Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership AGM
Suggestions for HTC website (from Hexham Civic Society)
Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (Millfield Terrace, Yarridge Road,
for the Tour of Britain)
w. Email from the Community Mission Facilitator at Hexham Salvation
Army
x. Email from a local resident on the bandstand sessions
7798.

EU CITIZENS AND UK BORDER FORCE: Councillor Williscroft-Ferris noted a
Hexham resident had difficulty earlier today returning from Germany as the
system was not recognising her settled status. It was AGREED to write to the MP
and Home Secretary to request the Government rectify this situation.

7799.

NEW QEHS: It was AGREED to request the County Council for an official
acknowledgment/apology from its education department about the unexpected
delay to pupils starting the new term this September, so this can be added to
examination board “circumstances” for consideration of student grades for
GCSEs and A-Levels.

7800.

COMMUNITY CENTRE PROJECT: It was noted that an event to celebrate
diversity is being planned for June 2022.

7801.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Council will be held on 11 October
2021 at 6.00pm at the Abbey’s Prior’s Hall.

Chairman ………………………………………………
Signed as a correct record of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 13
September 2021.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012
Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under
consideration.
To do so Councillors must use one of the following statements:
 “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest

in…………………………………………………. (for example) Agenda item
3, Planning application number 14/1234”.
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply).
 “I have a disclosable personal interest

in………………………………………………….... (for example) Agenda item
4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative
(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies).
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the
definitions of (A) pecuniary interest and (B) other personal interest and their
obligations when declaring any such interests.
To ensure Councillors’ interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above
statements when declaring an interest.
NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter
or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a
dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it
but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 11 OCTOBER 2021
Payments are authorised by LGA 1972 s14, 144, 145, 214 or 215 or PCA 1957
Payee

Detail

Safe and
Secure 24
HSBC

Alarm systems 24
hour monitoring
Bank charges
(September)

Malthurst Ltd
EE & T
Mobile
Ford Lease
BNP Paribas
Leasing
Solutions
John Deere
Bank
Octopus
Energy Limited

Octopus
Energy Limited

Onecom
Limited
NCC (wages
and PAYE)
NCC
(pension
fund)
NCC (payroll
admin fee)
ITC Service
Limited

Amount VAT

Net

Cheque
number

Ref.

15.60

2.60

13.00 DD

7380

14.00

0

14.00 DD

5060

Diesel (Sept)
Accounts (Sept)

540.57
74.35

90.10
12.39

450.47 Visa
61.96 DD

7310
5010

Monthly payment
for Transit Tipper
Mini Excavator
monthly rental

366.00

61.00

305.00 DD

7315

322.31

53.72

268.59 DD

7315

Tractor monthly
lease payment
Cemetery
electricity (August)
Abbey Floodlights
electricity (August)
Phone and
broadband
September

726.09

121.01

605.08 DD

7315

174.44

8.31

166.13 DD

7370

110.08

5.24

104.84 DD

7450

106.00

17.67

88.33 DD

5010

12670.69

0

12670.69 Bank

6020

2452.25

0

2452.25 Bank

6030

30.00

5.00

25.00 Bank

6020

92.88

15.48

77.40 DD

7830

Cloud: annual
hosting renewal
Monthly fee (Sept)

288.00

48.00

240.00 Bank

7830

14.39

2.40

11.99 DD

5100

Skips at QB
allotments (August
& September)
Pitch fee – 24 July

600.00

100.00

500.00 Bank

7020

15.00

0

15.00 Bank

5100

25.00

4.17

20.83 Bank

6010

September
6 payslips @
£4.167 (Sept)
Monthly
PC/laptops

Transfer
Transfer

Transfer

maintenance and
cloud fees (Aug/Sept)

ITC Service
Limited
Zoom Video

Transfer

Communications

NWH Waste
Services Ltd
Hexham
Farmers’
Market Ltd
Hexham
Abbey PCC

Parking permit
2021-2022
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Transfer

Transfer

Transfer

Tesco
Agrigem Ltd
Accent
Distribution
t/a Distco Ltd
PKF
Littlejohn LLP
Jacksons
Timber
Team Sport
& Play Ltd
Eventbrite

Fonehouse
Hexham
Public Works
Loan Board
David Dixon
Ltd
T Dodd
Millennium
Quest
Limited
GS Skip Hire
(NE) Ltd
Matthew
Charlton
SV Auto &
Machinery
TOTALS

Teabags
New Way Weed
Spray
Hex-press
distribution 9/21
External audit for
2020/21
Posts for placing
noticeboard at QB
allotments
Repairs to
cableway at Tyne
Green play area
Introduction to
Community Wealth
Building session
(Councillors
Grennan and
Ponsford)
Work mobile
phone cases
Loan instalment
Strimmer head
swift load and
eyelets
Headstone repairs
Christmas lights
installation, etc.
Skip at Dene Park
allotments
Skeleton gun for
external painting
work
Work on blower
fuel tank

6.96
47.93

0
7.99

6.96 Visa
39.94 Visa

6010
7380

202.93

33.82

169.11 Bank

7840

1200.00

200.00

1000.00 Bank

5070

36.18

6.03

30.15 Bank

7020

1196.40

199.40

997.00 Bank

5094

100.00

0

100.00 Visa

6080

29.98

5.00

24.98 Visa

5010

4951.69

0

35.34

5.88

29.46 Bank

7320

2000.00

0

2000.00 Bank

7380

24712.80

4118.80

252.00

42.00

210.00 Bank

7000

6.37

1.06

5.31 Bank

7380

18.31

3.05

15.26 Bank

7320

53434.54

5170.12
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Transfer

Transfer
Transfer

Transfer

4951.69 DD
Transfer

20594.00

Transfer
Bank
Transfer

Transfer
Transfer

Transfer

48264.42

7360

7040

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 11 OCTOBER 2021
Payee

Detail

Amount VAT

Net

Balance b/f

2031.00

Balance fwd

2031.00

Cheque
number

Ref.
5080

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL – INCOME – SEPTEMBER 2021
Credit from

Detail

Public Sector
Deposit Fund
Sloecrafts

Dividend

NCC
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
NCBA
Various
Various
Various
Travelling
Spoon
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various
Various

Christmas Market
fee
Precept 2 of 2
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Cemetery charges
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Cemetery charges
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Christmas Market
fee
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Christmas Market
fee
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Cemetery charges
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents
Allotment rents

Amount

Date

Ref.

1.10

020921

4030

100.00

020921

5130

170000.00
330.00
105.00
135.00
1485.00
35.00
170.00
105.00
1480.00
70.00
142.50
287.50
100.00

060921
060921
070921
080921
080921
090921
100921
130921
140921
140921
150921
160921
160921

4020
4000
4000
4000
4010
4000
4000
4000
4010
4000
4000
4000
5130

65.00
165.00
135.00
50.00

170921
180921
190921
210921

4000
4000
4000
5130

140.00
70.00
170.00
200.00
1500.00
165.00
170.00
65.00
35.00
65.00
100.00

210921
220921
230921
230921
230921
240921
240921
260921
270921
280921
290921

4000
4000
4000
4010
4010
4010
4000
4000
4000
4000
4000
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Invoice
reference

HD2021/61

HD2021/62

HDW2021/63
HDW2021/64
HDW2021/62a

Blue Brewing
Various
Various
Nicholas
Lamont
Hot Silver
Moon
TOTAL

Christmas Market fee

Allotment rents
Cemetery charges
Christmas Market
fee
Christmas Market
fee

100.00
360.00
1485.00
100.00
300.00
179986.10
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HD2021/65

290921
300921
300921
210921

5130
4000
4010
5130

210921

5130

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021
The Annual Audit was completed and signed off on 7 September 2021 by PKF
Littlejohn LLP, the appointed External Auditors.
The External Auditor Certificate states in respect of Hexham Town Council:
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2021.
The External Auditor Report states: On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the
information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices
and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
For information the Accounting Statement audited for 2020/21 was:

Balances brought forward

Y/E 31/03/20 (£)
191,372

Y/E 31/03/21 (£)
145,601

+ Annual precept

324,000

333,000

+ Total other receipts

114,414

103,667

- Staff costs

156,189

180,518

- Loan interest/capital
repayments

9,903

9,903

- All other payments

318,093

308,092

= Balance carried forward

145,601

83,755

Total value of cash/short
term investments
Total fixed assets plus long
term investments and
assets
Total borrowings

132,830

70,726

1,591,849

1,577,058

179,318

177,424

Trust funds

None

None

Balance at
year start
Precept
received
All income
less precept
All costs for
staff
Capital &
Interest on
loans
Payments less
staff and
loans
Balance at
year end
Bank balances
Fixed assets
(Premises
etc.)
Total due
PWLB loans

The Council is required and is RECOMMENDED to receive and accept the Auditor’s
report for 2020/21 as detailed above.
Jane Kevan
Town Clerk and RFO
October 2021
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY
The following policy was considered by the Finance & General Purposes Committee
on 15 September and is recommended to Full Council to re-adopt (draft minute 864
refers).
Hexham Town Council
Training and Development Policy
Agreed by Council on 1 October 2018
Date for Review: October 2024
Hexham Town Council is committed to training its staff and Councillors. It recognises
that well trained and informed officers promote good practice within the Council and
increase and encourage community activities.
As a voluntary organisation, the Council values the time given by its Councillors to
their community. This policy is aimed at maximising the rewards from that time by
ensuring that Councillors understand and enjoy the role they undertake in their
community and are properly equipped for it.
1. Hexham Town Council will identify training needs in the light of the overall
objectives of the Council and the requirements of the individual. This will be done
by means of staff appraisals, questionnaires, interviews, and formal and informal
discussions, as well as other methods as appropriate. Any member of staff is
welcome to raise any training issue at any time with their manager.
2. Hexham Town Council will encourage its employees and all of its Councillors to
attend training meetings and pay expenses including any costs for the course
arising from such training.
3. The training offered to the Clerk will be no less than the minimum requirement of
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) required by the Institute of the
Society of Local Council Clerks.
4. Hexham Town Council will ensure that all of its new Councillors receive
adequate training at the earliest opportunity in their term of office. Training will
include matters relating to audit and financial management.
5. Hexham Town Council will evaluate and measure the impact and effectiveness
of all training by completing evaluation forms.
6. Hexham Town Council will maintain a library of current publications offering
advice concerning all aspects of local government.
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7. Hexham Town Council is committed to networking with other Councils, as it sees
this as an effective means of information gathering, and where possible to link in
with training events held by other Councils.
8. Contracts of employment and job descriptions given to staff will include details of
the Council’s commitment to training.
9. Hexham Town Council is committed to its Clerk being a member of the Society
of Local Council Clerks, recognising that it is a lead provider in training for
officers. This commitment extends to the Clerk being a Principal of the Society
and to the CPD required to retain this status.
10.Hexham Town Council will ensure that training for both employees and
Councillors is adequately covered as an item in the annual budget and that
membership fees for the Association and Society of Local Councils are included
in the budget.
11.Hexham Town Council will maintain a training record (as below) giving details of
dates, titles and providers of development activity undertaken by employees and
Councillors.
STAFF/COUNCILLOR TRAINING RECORD
Name:
Qualification/Course Attended
and Provider

Job Title:
Date

Date any Refresher Course
Needed/CPD Points

September 2016, readopted October 2018 and October 2021– Date for Review:
October 2024
clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL ACTION PLAN
Work towards revitalising the Town Centre

Objective

Actions

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
Mostly CE (Councillors
Cessford, FairlessAitken, Grennan and
Kennedy)
Mostly CE

Success Criteria (SC)

Priority

Progress
HSHAZ

Work with NCC on the Heritage Action Zone
to revitalise the primary shopping area based
on heritage led regeneration.

Obtain SC from HSHAZ.

High

Work towards
making the
Market Place
more
attractive to
shoppers and
successful for
traders
Try to
encourage
more selfsupport
among
Hexham
businesses

Investigate new market management
strategies. Investigate making the Market
Place traffic free for market days and events.
Find ways of having more stalls.
Investigate the possibility of more events in
the Market Place.

More visitors.
Recognised as the best
market in
Northumberland.
Positive feedback at
Council market stall.

High

Encourage businesses to form mutually
beneficial forums for discussion and
cooperation.

F&GP/CE

Business increases for
local businesses.

High

Work towards
filling empty
shops

Investigate a Meanwhile Spaces approach to
empty shops (working with owners of the
buildings and finding temporary renters).

F&GP/CE

Increase occupancy of
empty shops.

High

HTC to consider renting a shop/office for a

F&GP/CE

Continuous occupancy of High (2022/2023)
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year, providing it free to startup businesses
on a short term basis. HTC uses it as an
office.

a currently empty shop.
HTC more accessible.

HTC considers providing a market stall to
startup businesses on a monthly basis. email
clerk@htc to apply.

F&GP/CE

Continuous use of an
extra market stall.

High (2021/2022)

Clean the
town

Set up Friends of the Town. Includes parks
for litter picking etc.

P&I

High

Increase
public
participation

Investigate setting up a Town Forum.

CE

Constituents comment
that town is
cleaner/smarter.
Forum meets regularly.

Investigate setting up an Arts Forum.

CE

Forum meets regularly.

Training is undertaken and information
gathered.

CE (Councillor Smith)

Clear information is
available re method and
costs to HTC.

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
P&I

Success criteria

Priority

Hexham has a viable
tree management plan.

High (2022/2023)

P&I (Clerk, Councillor
Ord)

New cemetery
management plan is
created.

High

Investigate
setting up
Local social
enterprises

Progress the sustainability action plan

Objective

Actions

Protect and
enhance the
biodiversity in
Hexham

Work with HS4N to implement its tree
management plan for parks and the town.
Work with HS4N to review the cemetery
management plan.
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Work with HS4N, Hexham in Bloom, NCC,
residents’ associations and other
stakeholders to make insect friendly
flowerbeds.

P&I (Councillors Baty,
O’Farrell and Ord)

More beds with more
biodiverse-friendly
planting.

Council stops using glyphosate.

P&I (Councillor Ord,
Operations Manager)
P&I (Councillor Ord,
Clerk)

No glyphosate is used by Completed
HTC in Hexham.
Full cost analysis and
permissions in place.

P&I (Councillor Ord,
Clerk)

Full cost analysis and
permissions in place.

High

Carbon footprint of HTC
as an organisation is
measured.
Whole town carbon
footprint is measured.

High

Reduce
Investigate solar panel installation at the
carbon use by cemetery.
the town
council
Investigate air source heat pump installation
at the cemetery.
Measure the
carbon
footprints of
the town
council and
Hexham as a
whole
Reduce
Allotment
waiting list

Work with NCC to produce and analyse the
data – Started

P&I (Clerk, Councillor
Ord)

Research the possibility of more sites.
Encourage involvement in gardening
partnering scheme (Grow Hexham).

Encourage
close
cooperation
between
Allotment

Create allotment guidance booklet.
Councillor joins allotment association.

P&I (Councillor Grennan) Grow Hexham gains
crowdfunding support
from North of Tyne
Mayor.
Allotment waiting list is
reduced.
P&I (Councillors Baty,
Regular communication
Hartland and Ord)
between QBAA and
HTC.
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Association
and HTC
Work with
NCC re its
climate policy
implementatio
n

Encourage existing and create new climate
action groups in Hexham.
HTC to act as liaison between groups and
NCC.

P&I/CE
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NCC’s climate policy is
implemented so far as
Hexham is concerned.

High

Support Tourism

Objective

Actions

Arrange
events in the
Market and
Town

Prepare to celebrate 800 years anniversary
of the Market in 2022.
Commemorate the Hexham Massacre (9
March 1761).
Queen’s Jubilee
Closer working with HCP
Work with Public Arts for regular events
Audition Bellman
Arrange Remembrance event in
remembrance of those lost at war.
Consider The Arrival of Hadrian Anniversary
in 2022 – liaise with NCC’s plan.
More Bandstand events
Co-ordinating and communicating the
Hexham events (e.g. calendar on website?)

Work towards
developing a
more
ambitious
Christmas/

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
CE

Success Criteria

Priority

Successful events.

High

CE
CE
CE
CE (Councillor Ball)
CE (Sub-Committee,
Clerk, Councillor
Williscroft-Ferris)
CE
CE (Councillor
Grennan?)
CE

Admin to create project plan including seeing
what other Towns are doing.

Admin Officer

Contact Artichoke, Partnership and Abbey re
Hexham Lumiere or more extensive lights
event.

CE (Clerk)
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High
Bellman vacancy is filled.
Event takes place.
HTC collaborates with
NCC on event.
Bandstand events are
High
increased.
An easy to access
High
calendar of events is well
used.
Project plan created.
Full costings provided
and feasibility
understood.

2022/23

Winter Lights
event
Work towards
Dark Sky
Town Status
Improve toilet
provision in
the town
Increase
footfall in old
shopping
areas
Tourism
Strategy

P&I (Councillor FairlessAitken)

Town Dark Sky status
achieved.

Continue discussions with NCC regarding
demolition of existing toilet block behind QH
and installation of new toilets.
Research a summer land train for 2022
which would link Bunker Site parking,
Wentworth, Station and Market Place.

P&I/F&GP (Councillors
Hartland and Kennedy)

Fewer complaints about
High
toilet provision from the
public.
Full cost analysis and
High 2022
feasibility study provided.

Review and revise the existing policy if
necessary
Modernise and add information boards
across the town.

CE

P&I (Councillor Ord)

CE
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Long term plan

Medium
More information clearly High
provided in an accessible
way.

Gain quality status for the Council

Objective

Actions

Community
Involvement

Encourage and facilitate more community
involvement in the work of the Council.
Continue Market Stall consultation with the
public.

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
CE
CE (All Councillors)

Set up a young persons’ forum.

Training

Review and improve the links with Hexham
Community Partnership.
All Councillors to attend at least one training
session.

CE (Councillors
Grennan, Fairless-Aitken
and Williscroft-Ferris)
CE
All Councillors
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Success criteria

Priority

Community speaking at
meetings.
Engagement.
Understanding priorities
of the public.
Forum meets regularly.

High - 2023

Closer collaboration.
Each Councillor gives
brief feedback on course
attended.

High

Retain Green Flag Award for Cemetery

Objective

Actions

Maintain the
Cemetery
infrastructure

Repaint the gates, doors etc in the cemetery
where required.

Review
Cemetery
management
plan
Increase
community
use
Improve
publicity

Review existing and consider
additions/changes suggested by HS4N

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
P&I (Clerk)

Success criteria

Priority

Infrastructure is sound,
clean and well
maintained (repainting
completed summer
2021).

P&I (Clerk)

Creating a nature trail with Hexham in Bloom. CE/P&I (Councillor
O’Farrell)
Revise information packs and marketing of
the Cemetery.

Nature trail is created
and publicised.

CE

Work towards more affordable housing

Objective
Work with
Partners

Action

Consider derelict sites in the town with
Karbon Homes.
Work with Hexham Community Led Housing.
Use the
Encourage empty commercial buildings or
Neighbourhoo spaces above shops to be repurposed as
d Plan
affordable homes.
Bring Police
Work with relevant agencies to upgrade
Houses into
empty police houses.

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
CE/NP

Success criteria

NP
NP (Councillors Baty and
Domingue)
NP (Councillor Kennedy)
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Houses are used as
affordable homes.

Priority

use.
Old Bus
Station

Setup a Community Led Partnership as a
vehicle for building affordable housing on
site.

NP (Councillors Baty and Community Led
Domingue)
Partnership is set up.
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Ensure Cemetery does not run at a loss

Objective

Action

Make the
Cemetery
financially
independent
of the precept

Ascertain the cost of each burial and charge
appropriately.

Committee and Lead
Person(s)
P&I/F&GP (Clerk)

Success criteria
HTC precept no longer
subsidises costs of
burials.

Long term objectives: Redevelopment of Bus Station, Ropery and Middle School site
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Priority

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN SEPTEMBER 2021
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ONLINE ON 2
SEPTEMBER 2021
327. PRESENT: Councillor L Williscroft-Ferris in the Chair and Councillors S
Fairless-Aitken and D Kennedy, and Messrs T Gillanders, T Robson, G
Robinson, J Dumbrell and P Clark, and Ms W Breach, Ms C Westgate
and Ms C Booth.
328. SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was noted that members are
Councillors L Williscroft-Ferris, S Fairless-Aitken, D Kennedy and C
Ponsford and Mr T Gillanders, Mr T Robson, Mr P Clark, Mr J Dumbrell,
Mr G Robinson, Ms W Breach, Ms C Westgate and Ms C Booth.
329. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor Ponsford.
330. MINUTES of the meeting held on 30 October 2020, having been
circulated, were AGREED.
331. MATTERS ARISING: It was NOTED that all actions listed had been
completed.
332. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were
made.
333. REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021: The following were AGREED:
a) To have a white poppy wreath laid whilst the honour guard are
present, and for this to be included in the programme.
b) Subject to the Rector’s agreement and copyright issues, for a
Sassoon poem to be added after the prayer (or to be included in
the Mayor’s speech).
c) For the Town Council to make a donation to a Veterans’ charity.
d) To seek alternatives to plastic poppies and wreaths for 2022
onwards.
e) To amend timings regarding when the brass band stop playing
and for the Mayor to be at the memorial area.
f) For the Mayor’s speech to include quotes from the Mayors of
Noyon and Metzingen.
g) To pursue the usual pre-event tasks.
334. MARKING THE RBL CENTENARY: It was AGREED to pursue the
availability and cost of RBL sashes or similar for the marshals to wear. It
was also noted that 2021 is the centenary of the war memorial and
cottage hospital being unveiled/opened and this should be publicised in
the programme, Mayor’s speech and Courant.
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335. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will
be held online on Tuesday 5 October 2021 at 6.00pm.

Action Log
Research availability of plastic-free white wreath and
include laying of white wreath in the programme (minute
333a)
Check copyright re poem (minute 333b)
Consider veterans’ charities (minute 333c)
Research if RBL provide non-plastic wreaths and consider
knitted wreaths (Mothers’ Union?) (minute 333d)
Amend timings (333e)
Obtain quotes from Town Twinning Mayors (minute 333f)
Pursue pre-event tasks (minute 333g)
Arrange meeting with David Glover (minute 333g)
Include centenary in booklet and Mayor’s speech (minute
334)
Contact Courant re centenary (minute 334)

C Westgate/
Clerk
Councillor FairlessAitken
All
T Gillanders/All
Clerk
Councillor Kennedy
Clerk
Clerk/T Robson
Clerk/Councillor
Kennedy
Councillor WilliscroftFerris

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ONLINE ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2021
Minutes could not be taken as the meeting was not quorate
1.

PRESENT: Councillors Kennedy and Smith, and Mr D Clegg.

2.

CHAIR: It was proposed that Councillor Grennan be the new Chair.

3.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was noted that members are Councillors D Bell, S
Fairless-Aitken, P Grennan, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell, J Ord and A Smith.

4.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Fairless-Aitken,
Grennan, O’Farrell and Ord.

5.

MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 27 August 2019 were noted.

6.

There were no MATTERS ARISING.

7.

There were no DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

8.

PRESENTATION: Mr Dave Clegg, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group, advised that the Hexham Neighbourhood Plan is now a statutory
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document, sitting with NCC’s Local Plan and national regulations. The Plan
was prepared after much consultation, including nine public forums and
articles in the Courant and Hexpress. A draft plan was completed in 2019,
prior to its external examination. The referendum then scheduled for April
2020 was postponed due to Covid but held with the local elections in May
2021. 81% of the vote was to approve the Plan.
It was pointed out that the HNP is a vital document for the work of the
Planning and Infrastructure Committee. This Committee is in effect
responsible locally for the implementation of the Plan, using it to judge local
planning applications. Brief records should be maintained of cases where it
facilitates decisions, and the respective outcomes (there is a very useful 2page summary of the provisions of the HNP printed with each agenda).
The Neighbourhood Plan Committee’s role is to periodically review and make
modifications to the Plan. There are currently two modifications required:
 Highford Park green spaces (only one of two is currently protected by
the Plan and they need equal status);
 The current Hexham Middle School site will be vacated next week. This
couldn’t be included in the Plan, although assessed for housing, as it
was still a school. However, it is now the single most important
development site in Hexham. Full Council should liaise with NCC about
the future use of this site.
It was proposed that the Planning & Infrastructure Committee, and then Full
Council, should consider use of the HMS site but, as a minor modification, the
Highford Park additional green space may just be referred to NCC.
An example of when NCC as the Planning Authority must enforce the Plan
would be to ensure that the original stone of the old bunker site wall is re-used
for any re-sited walling, with additional stone of necessary (HNP3 –
character/setting/materials).
9.

ROLE OF THIS COMMITTEE AND FUTURE FOR THE PLAN: It was noted
that a decision is needed on whether to formally reconvene a steering group. If
not reconvening, a letter from the Council will be sent to thank previous
members. Mr Clegg will recommend members by early to mid-October for a
reconvened group/advisory group if it is decided to do this.

10.

HAYDON PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
CONSULTATION: Those present suggested providing no comments except to
wish the Council good luck with its Plan. However, it was also noted that the
level of consultation should be checked as neighbouring parishes are statutory
consultees and their support is very helpful.

11.

NEXT MEETING: It was proposed that the date of the next Committee
meeting will be discussed with Councillor Grennan.
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2021
858.

PRESENT: Councillors F Hartland, D Kennedy, S Ball, A Baty, G O’Farrell, M
Domingue, J Ord and A Smith.

859.

No APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received.

860.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 26 July 2021, having been circulated, were
AGREED.

861.

MATTERS ARISING:
a) HEADSTONE RAFT FOUNDATIONS (minute 847d and action log
refers). It was noted that the Clerk has information on other cemeteries
that have these but AGREED consideration will be deferred until a
quote is received.
b) RECOMMENDED POLICIES (minute 850-853 and action log refers). It
was noted these were all approved by Full Council.
c) FUNDING (minute 856 and action log refers). It was noted that these
had been paid.

862.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillors Ball and O’Farrell both declared
a non-pecuniary interest in one or more of the organisations which had
applied for Grant Aid.

863.

FINANCIAL REPORT: The bank statement and account reconciliation
together with the 2021/22 budget report to 31 August 2021 were received and
accepted. Copies are attached to the minutes. It was noted that the
machines/equipment renew/replace budget will be exceeded due to the lease
agreed for a new tractor after this year’s budget was set. It was also noted
that the lease includes most maintenance costs and so the
machines/equipment repair/maintain budget should be underspent at the year
end. It was further noted that the premises repair/maintain budget will be
exceeded due to the costs paid for headstones maintenance as last year
related invoices were paid from the salaries budget but the internal auditor
recommended using a different budget as the contractor is not an employee.

864.

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT POLICY: It was AGREED to recommend to
Full Council that the previous policy be readopted, with some minor
amendments to clarify course costs will be paid by the Council and adding a
reference to evaluation forms.

865.

NEW MARKET STALL CANOPIES: It was AGREED to defer consideration of
this to the next meeting.

866.

ACTION PLAN FOR 2021/22: It was AGREED to recommend this to Full
Council, with some minor amendments and with columns added for success
criteria and priorities.
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867.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC: It was resolved and AGREED in accordance
with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that
as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, namely
consideration of Grant Aid applications and a staffing matter, it is advisable in
the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the
meeting and they were requested to withdraw.

868.

GRANT AID APPLICATIONS FOR 2022/23: The grants as listed in
confidential note 868 were provisionally AGREED subject to final approval of
the total grant aid budget by Full Council in due course.

869.

STAFFING MATTER: This was considered and AGREED as detailed in
confidential note 869.

870.

URGENT MATTER: It was AGREED to fund replacement defibrillator pads,
and a spare set (at a total cost of £240.00) from the donations budget, for the
defibrillator kept at Tyne Green Golf Club.

871.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will be
held online at 5.30pm on Wednesday 20 October 2021.

Action Log
Form a working group to consider a town centre presence
(minute 847a)
Refer the Training and Development Policy to Full Council
(minute 864)
List market stall canopies on the next agenda (minute 865)
Amend the Action Plan as agreed and refer to Full Council
(minute 866)
Check information required regarding one of the Grant Aid
applications (confidential note 868)
Follow up on agreement regarding the staffing matter
(confidential note 869)
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Councillor Kennedy
Clerk
Clerk
All/Clerk
Clerk
Councillor
Hartland/Clerk

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ONLINE ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2021
1645.

PRESENT: Councillors J Ord, A Baty, D Bell, M Domingue and F Hartland.

1646.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor D Kennedy.

1647.

MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 17 August, having been circulated,
were AGREED.

1648.

MATTERS ARISING:
a. ALLOTMENT GUIDANCE (minute 1635b and action log refers). It
was noted that Councillor Baty has edited the draft guidance and
has circulated it to a member of the Quatre Bras Allotment
Association for comment, as well as some other individuals. It was
further noted that Peter Rodger and Wendy Breach have agreed to
format the document for printing and online use.
b. RAILWAY STATION (minute 1635c and action log refers). It was
noted that the availability of the owners of the Old Goods Shed
(Arch Company) is pending and that the Clerk will recontact them.
c. CEMETERY LODGE (minute 1635d and action log refers). It was
noted that sourcing quotes is in progress.
d. SOLAR PANELS (minute 1635e and action log refers). It was
noted that quotes for solar panels and air source heating had been
circulated to all Members. It was AGREED to source additional
quotes for comparison. It was further noted that there is funding
available for workplace electric vehicle charging points and that a
supplier is due to conduct a site visit at the cemetery on 23
September to quote for installing these.
e. WYDON PARK PLAY AREA (minute 1635g and action log refers).
It was AGREED to contact Councillor O’Farrell for an update on
this.
f. SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN (minute 1635h and action log
refers). It was noted that Councillors Domingue and Hartland are
meeting this week to progress this.
g. FRIENDS OF THE SELE (minute 1635i and action log refers). It
was noted that Councillor Baty is currently researching this and
speaking to similar groups in neighbouring areas.
h. WINTER LIGHTS (MINUTE 1635j and action log refers). It was
noted that a quote from Millennium Quest had been received to
dismantle/put up the Christmas lights each year. It was AGREED to
not pursue this work this year, but to consider budgeting for it next
year.
i. HEXHAM SPACE FOR NATURE (minute 1635k and action log
refers). It was AGREED to invite Hexham Space for Nature to the
next Committee meeting.
j. HISTORICAL INFORMATION SIGNAGE (minute 1635n and action
log refers). It was noted that Steve Pardue is ordering an example
plaque for consideration. It was AGREED to request that the
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k.
l.
m.

n.

o.

p.

q.

r.

s.

t.

plaque include a QR code.
SOLAR PANELS (minute 1635p and action log refers). It was
noted that this is pending.
BONFIRES AT QUATRE BRAS ALLOTMENTS (minute 1635r and
action log refers). It was noted that this is pending.
GLYPHOSATE AT THE CEMETERY (minute 1635t and action log
refers). It was noted that a natural alternative to glyphosate had
been ordered and was due to be trialed by the Operations
Manager. A vote took place regarding future use of glyphosate, and
it was unanimously AGREED to stop the use of glyphosate
immediately and to arrange the collection and safe disposal of any
remaining product.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES (minute 1635u and action log refers).
It was noted that Councillor Grennan has submitted an initial
funding bid for Grow Hexham and is waiting to see if it is accepted.
SUBARU TRIANGLE WILDFLOWER AREA (minute 1638). It was
noted that the triangle is managed by HTC but the land surrounding
the garage is managed by NCC. It was further noted that NCC
Officers are happy to transfer the land they manage, and it was
AGREED to look into having designs made for the area before
accepting a transfer.
WILDFLOWER BORDER SIGNAGE (minute 1639). It was noted
that Councillor Baty had contacted Top Signs regarding costs for
an aluminum coated composite round plaque but that these were
not recyclable. It was further noted that Councillor Baty had been in
touch with Deni Riach regarding running a stall as part of the
Farmer’s Market where children could paint on stones, which could
be varnished and used as signs. It was AGREED to pursue this,
but to use wooden discs instead of stones.
WYDON PARK ALLOTMENTS (minute 1640). It was noted that the
Clerk had contacted NCC to ask whether this could be turned into
additional allotments and the Green Spaces Officer advised that
whilst there would be no objection in principle there is a water main
going through part of the land. It was AGREED to arrange a site
visit to explore this further.
HEXHAM CIVIC SOCIETY (minute 1642d). It was noted that the
Civic Society had been contacted and that they had received a
copy of today’s agenda.
ABBEY SEATING (minute 1642e). It was noted that Reverend
David Glover was attending today’s meeting to discuss the issue of
pigeon droppings outside the Abbey.
PLANTING (minute 1642i). It was noted that information from the
Operations Manager is pending.

1649.

There were no DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

1650.

HEXHAM ABBEY PRESENTATION: Reverend David Glover advised that
Abbey staff are regularly cleaning up the pigeon mess outside the Abbey
which has helped to improve the area, however he noted that this is costly.
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He advised that they are also looking at additional measures to deter the
pigeons from nesting, including installing a peregrine falcon nest.
A further discussion also took place relating to exploring ways of working in
partnership across the town and the use of the Abbey for community events.
It was noted that HTC covers costs for the Abbey floodlights and clock but is
charged for hiring the Prior’s Hall for Full Council meetings. Reverend Glover
advised that he would speak to the General Manager regarding the hire of
the hall. The possibility to have a HTC office in the Abbey was queried and
Reverend Glover advised that it would currently be difficult to find space but
that he would be happy to look into this further.
The relationship between the Abbey and Hexham Community Partnership
(HCP) was discussed and it was AGREED to explore ways of working
together and that Councillor Baty would be willing to be part of a working
party between organisations.
1651.

PLANNING VALIDATION CHECKLIST CONSULATION: It was AGREED to
request that the application form should have a section detailing each aspect
of the Hexham Neighbourhood Plan so that applicants can convey what
steps they are taking to meet the Plan criteria.

1652.

HEXHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: It was noted that only one of the two
green spaces in Highford Park is currently protected by the Hexham
Neighbourhood Plan, and it was AGREED to contact NCC to request that
the additional green space be added to the Plan. It was also noted that the
old Hexham Middle School site is now vacant and the future use of this was
considered. It was AGREED that the future use should include a mix of
affordable mixed housing, rental housing, allotments, community spaces,
green spaces, parking and that the current community garden should be
maintained or expanded and that any plans should tie into the future tree
strategy for Hexham and use sustainable materials. It was AGREED to refer
these proposals to the next Full Council meeting for discussion.

1653.

BIN REQUESTS: It was AGREED to add a bin on Priestlands Crescent and
to replace and reposition two bins on Priestlands Estate as requested by
Priestlands’ Resident Group. It was also AGREED to add a bin by the
pathway from Leazes Park Estate to Hexham Middle and High School as
requested by a resident.

1654.

BENCH REQUESTS: It was AGREED to place a new bench outside the old
Bus Station as requested by a resident. It was also AGREED to include a
small plaque stating that the bench is owned by HTC.

1655.

ALLOTMENT FEES: It was AGREED to increase the annual rent in 2022 to
£70.00 (£40.00 for a half size plot). This rent will be charged from 1 October
2022.

1656.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF CEMETERY CHARGES AND RULES: After
considering current charges, it was AGREED to defer consideration of this to
the next meeting and for the Clerk to send Councillor Domingue information
on the number of standard and parish burials per annum.
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1657.

SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN: It was noted that Councillor Ord and the
Clerk had a meeting with NCC’s Service Director for Climate Change
regarding carbon footprint assessments and that information has been
provided for a carbon footprint assessment of HTC to start. It was further
noted that the Service Director suggested identifying existing climate-action
groups within Hexham, to help set up and encourage new ones and to
coordinate plans, ideas and requirements to succeed which can be passed
back to NCC for support.

1658.

CORRESPONDENCE: It was noted that:
a) LAND EAST OF DUKEWILLEY, LOWGATE: an appeal relating to
21/00496/FUL (construction of a bungalow) has been made to the
Secretary of State against the decision of the County Council.
b) RURAL SERVICES NETWORK: this was circulated to all Committee
members.
c) J P WESTALL QUOTATION: a quote from J P Westall Ltd for a system
to provide air source heating and cooling for the Cemetery chapel and
office had been circulated to all Committee members.
d) FREE TREE GIVEAWAY: an email containing details of NCC’s free
tree giveaway had been circulated to all Committee members.
e) RURAL FUNDING DIGEST: the Rural Services Network Funding
Digest had been circulated to all Committee members.
f) PLAQUE REQUEST: Councillor Cessford had received a request from
a resident to install a plaque in the Market Place in memory of Carol
Allison who ran the fruit and veg stall there.
g) LAND EAST OF KINGSHAW GREEN, TYNE GREEN, HEXHAM: an
appeal relating to 20/03542/FUL (change of use of land to site
shepherd’s hut for tourism accommodation) has been made to the
Secretary of State against the decision of the County Council.
h) DENE PARK PLAY AREA REPAIRS: two quotes from Team Sport and
Play Ltd to repair the springs on the Jeep play equipment and repair a
damaged step to the Multiplay at the Dene Park play area were
considered. It was AGREED to pursue additional quotes for this work.
i) TYNE GREEN PLAY AREA: a request from a resident regarding
improvements to the Tyne Green play area had been received. It was
noted that the play area repair and maintain budget had been spent
this year, and the play area reserve budget already partially used, so it
was AGREED to consider the suggestions when setting the budget for
the next financial year.
j) RURAL/MARKET TOWNS GROUP: an update from the Rural/Market
Towns Group had been circulated to all Committee members.
k) BEDDING: a resident had contacted the Clerk to express
disappointment regarding the bedding/planting around Hexham. It was
noted that the bedding was planted late due to a delay in receiving the
order from the supplier, due to a number of factors including Covid-19,
poor weather and Brexit. It was AGREED that Councillor Kennedy will
contact the Hexham Courant explaining the above, and to speak to the
Operations Manager regarding planting schedules and timings to see
whether any plants to be replaced by the winter plants due to be
delivered in early October could be kept or given away.
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1659.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there were no objections to, or
comments on, the applications received in accordance with the list circulated
and attached to the agenda, except for:
 21/02299/FUL and 21/02300/LBC (Abbey House Clinic, Beaumont
Street) – object on the grounds of the objection raised by Reverend
David Glover regarding legal rights of access and request that the
owners work with the Abbey to resolve this.
 21/03228/FUL (23 Edgewood) - not object but recommend that the
highest possible standards of insulation and glazing are used.
 21/03210/FELTPO (Low Leazes, Leazes Lane) – not object, but
request a smaller, more suitable tree is planted elsewhere in the
garden.
Applications 21/03351/LBC (2 Orchard Place) and 21/03321/FUL (31
Hackwood Park) were also considered. It was AGREED there were no
objections to, or comments on, these.

1660.

NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the date of the next online Committee
meeting will be Wednesday 6 October 2021 at 5.30pm.

Action Log
Update allotment guidance and include a statement re
considerate parking at the Millfield/Eilansgate Junction at
Quatre Bras (minute 1648a).
Invite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to a meeting
(minute 1648b).
Source quotes relating to the Cemetery Lodge (minute
1648c).
Source additional quotes for solar panels, electric vehicle
charging points and air source heating at the Cemetery
(minute 1648d).
Contact Councillor O’Farrell for an update re Priestlands
Residents Groups plans for Wydon Park (minute 1648e).
Look at NCC’s sustainability proposals and create a new
Sustainability Action Plan (minute 1648f).
Research into setting up a Friends of the Sele group
(minute 1648g).
Invite Hexham Space for Nature to the next P&I
Committee meeting (minute 1648i).
Request that the Historical Information Signage contains
a QR code (minute 1648j).
Keep in touch with Hexham Abbey re solar panel
proposals (minute 1648k).
Contact QBAA re proposed bonfires at the allotments
(minute 1648l).
Page 33 of 37

Councillor Baty
Clerk
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Admin Officer/Clerk
Admin Officer
Councillor Hartland/
Councillor Domingue
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Ord/Councillor Baty
Councillor Ord
Councillor Ord
Councillor Baty
Councillor Hartland

Arrange collection and safe disposal of remaining
glyphosate (minute 1648m).
Pursue North of Tyne crowdfunding for Grow Hexham
and report back with any updates (minute 1648n).
Arrange example designs for the Subaru triangle area
(minute 1648o).
Pursue quotes re wildflower signage and arranging a
stall at a Farmer’s Market (minute 1648p).
Arrange site meeting with NCC re land next to Wydon
Park allotments (minute 1648q).
Speak to Operations Manager re planting plans (minute
1648t).
Contact Hexham Community Partnership re partnership
working (minute 1650).
Respond to the Planning Validation Checklist
consultation (minute 1651).
Contact NCC to request adding the additional green
space at Highford Park to the Hexham Neighbourhood
Plan and refer proposals re the future use of the old
Hexham Middle School site to Full Council (minute
1652).
Order new bins and install bins at Priestlands Crescent
and the pathway from Leazes Park estate to Hexham
Middle and High School and replace and reposition two
bins on Priestlands Estate (minute 1653).
Order and install bench and plaque at old Bus Station
(minute 1654).
Add review of burial fees for 2022/23 to the next agenda
and send information regarding burial numbers (minute
1656).
Pursue additional quotes for Dene Park play area repairs
(minute 1658).
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ONLINE ON 23 SEPTEMBER 2021
712. PRESENT: Councillors L Williscroft-Ferris, M Domingue, S FairlessAitken, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell and C Ponsford. Also present was
Rachel Ladd and Jez Light from Hexham Community Partnership.
713. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors S Ball and
A Smith.
714. MINUTES of the meeting held on 15 July 2021, having been circulated,
were AGREED.
715. MATTERS ARISING:
a. WEBSITE COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD (minute 703d and
action log refers). It was noted this has been set up.
b. SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY (minute 703d and action log
refers). It was noted that Councillor Grennan has started work
on this and that this is likely to be a working document
supporting the existing social media policy.
c. POVERTY PROOFING (minute 703e and action log refers). It
was noted that Councillor Ponsford would be joining the
meeting late so this was deferred.
d. BELLMAN AUDITIONS (minute 703f and action log refers). It
was noted that Councillor Ball had given his apologies so this
was deferred.
e. REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE (minute 705 and
action log refers). It was noted a meeting had been held on 2
September and draft minutes were attached to the agenda.
f. HEXHAM IN BLOOM RELATED MEETING ((minute 709 and
action log refers). It was noted that Councillor O’Farell would
be joining the meeting late so this was deferred.
g. SPEAKERS AT FULL COUNCIL (minute 710b and action log
refers). It was noted three presentations had been made at the
September meeting and, to date, two have been confirmed for
both the October and November meetings.
h. INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (minute 710c and action log refers). It
was noted this has been set up - @hexhamtowncouncil.
i. BUDGET TRANSFER (minute 710f and action log refers). It
was noted this had been noted by the F&GP Committee.
716. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were
made.
717. TOURISM STRATEGY: It was noted that the Tourism Information
Centre in the library is not well signposted or used, there are no
dedicated tourism staff and only a rack of leaflets. It was AGREED that
improvements to the TIC should be in the Strategy. It was further
AGREED that the VisitHexham app should be promoted in nearby
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places such as at Hadrian’s Wall and bus stations.
718. HEXPRESS: It was noted that the final printed edition was distributed in
early September as future editions will be digital although this will be
kept under review. It was AGREED to have updates in future issues with
a rota of Councillors who wish to be involved on what they are working
on. It was further AGREED to publish this as a blog on VisitHexham and
HTC social media.
719. UPDATE FROM HEXHAM COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: Jez Light
advised that HCP is in the midst of planning Spook Night (2.00-9.00pm
on Saturday 30 October) and the Christmas Market (Saturday 11
December). He also advised of the success of Animating Hexham, a
pilot HSHAZ project and that the next HSHAZ event will be a lantern
parade on 19 November. The Festival of flame and late night shopping
event will follow the Christmas lights switch-on on 26 November and the
events calendar for 2022 is quite full. One of these events will be
beacons on 2 June for the Queen’s jubilee with the opportunity for
Hexham to be involved. Options relating to beacon types were discussed
and more information will follow. It was also noted that the volunteer hub
– TeamHexham will go live next week, giving opportunities in Hexham to
match skills and interests.
720. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON EVENT: It was noted that the
traditional event is for the Hexham Middle School Orchestra to play at
the bandstand, for the event to be part sponsored by sweets donated by
Listers Biscuit Box, a balloon entertainer, for Santa to listen to children’s
present requests while sweets and fruit are offered, and for the lights to
be switched on from the bandstand at 5.00pm followed by the tree lights
being switched on separately approximately five minutes later. In 2019
there were also hot drinks and mince pies sold by the Sele First School
PTA. The Abbey usually provides free hot chocolate after the switch-on
and has a Compline Service of Light with handheld candles and the
Abbey Choir at 6.00pm. The possibility of adding messages from the
town twinning Mayors was discussed, together with where the tree
should be sited this year, and if donations could be made for the Food
Bank.
721. COUNCILLORS’ BADGES/CARDS: It was noted that badges are worn
by Councillors at the Market stall but that business cards may also be
useful. It was AGREED to research prices.
722. QEHS FRESHERS FAIR: It was noted that the date of this is yet to be
agreed but AGREED that two Councillors will attend to promote a youth
forum.
723. HEXHAM SALVATION ARMY COMMUNITY MISSION FACILITATOR
REQUEST: It was noted that two Councillors are meeting with the
Facilitator to talk about community needs.
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724. HEXHAM IN BLOOM AND TOWN TWINNING UPDATES: It was noted
that Hexham in Bloom is meeting next week, is planning a crown jewels
theme for the jubilee, and is looking at more sustained planting and local
suppliers. The possibility of assistance from the Hextol Foundation and
inviting Em Emem, a French mosaic artist, to Hexham was also
discussed. It was also noted that the Town Twinning Association’s AGM
was last week but there has been little activity due to Covid. The
Association would like to pursue streets in Hexham named Noyon and
Metzingen and the possibility of these names in flowerbeds was
discussed.
725. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: It was noted that exploring ways of
working in partnership across the town had been raised by the Abbey
Rector at a recent Planning & Infrastructure Committee meeting and that
it had been agreed to have a working party on this. As this, and also as
the P&I Committee is pursuing setting up a Friends of Sele Park group,
may be a CE Committee matter, it was noted a member of this
Committee may wish to take leads on these matters instead.
726. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will
be held online on Thursday 4 November 2021 at 6.00pm.
Action Log
Continue work on a social media strategy (minute 715b)
Distribute poverty proofing document (minute 715c)
Progress the Bellman auditions (minute 715d)
Set up a Shared Google document for ideas on the TIC, etc
relating to the Tourism Strategy (minute 717)
Consider a rota for Hexpress, etc blog (minute 718)
Talk to Town Twinning Committee re Christmas messages
(minute 720)
Have site visit re Christmas tree (minute 720)
Research costs of business cards for all Councillors (minute
721)
Advise of Freshers Fair date as soon as known (minute
722)
Arrange meeting to discuss HinB plans with Operations
Manager (minute 724)
Liaise re possibility of mosaic artist, etc (minute 724)
To consider working in partnership and a Friends of Sele
Park group (minute 725)
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