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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
I GIVE NOTICE that a meeting of the Council will be held on Monday 11 July 2022 at 
6.00pm, at the Great Hall, Hexham Abbey, when the following items will be 
discussed:  

A G E N D A 
 

1. Council to hear questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the 
agenda or relating to Hexham. 

2. Apologies for absence. 
3. Declarations of interest (see enclosed). 
4. To agree minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 13 June 2022, enclosed. 
5. Matters arising not on the agenda – for report only, if any. 
6. To receive a presentation from Hexham Town Twinning Association. 
7. Mayor’s announcements. 
8. To agree accounts for payment (list enclosed). 
9. To agree to adopt a Community Engagement policy (see enclosed). 
10. To resolve that the Council complies with the criteria for the Local Council Award 

Scheme – Quality Award (see enclosed).  
11. To agree the Council’s top three highways and transport priority issues for the 

Local Transport Plan 2023-24 (details circulated to Councillors on 25 May 2022). 
12. Councillor Smith proposal: “Hexham Town Council stands in solidarity with the 

people of Ukraine who have found themselves subjected to an unprovoked 
invasion. Refugees fleeing from the conflict are being welcomed into our town 
through a supportive network of local hosts and volunteers including one of our 
Town Councillors, Ariane Baty. The Council would like to acknowledge this 
important work to offer sanctuary in our town to those in need.” 

13. To note the draft minutes (enclosed) of Committee meetings held in June.  
14. To note correspondence received. 
15. Any urgent matters at the Chairman of the meeting’s discretion. (Matters to be 

raised under this item should be written out (if possible) and given to the 
Chairman of the meeting or the Town Clerk before the meeting begins.) 

 
Jane Kevan 
Town Clerk  
1 July 2022 

 
Hexham Town Council, Council Office, St Andrew’s Cemetery, Hexham NE46 3RR  
Tel: 01434 609575  
Email: clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk  
www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Hagenda0722 
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13 JUNE 2022 
 

7952. PUBLIC QUESTIONS: 
UPDATES TO QUESTIONS ASKED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS WERE NOTED 
(TREES IN THE SELE – The County Council Trees and Woodlands Officer 
advises he thinks the local resident was referring to the lime trees. He has asked 
about planting some other trees but there is some concern about the amount of 
archeology under the grass, THE PANT – Councillor Fairless-Aiken has 
contacted a local restorer for a quote). 
WENTWORTH CAR PARK: A local resident asked if she could get a resident car 
parking permit at Wentworth. Councillor Cessford advised the County Council 
has not issued these previously but that he would ask again. He also advised of 
his understanding that the County Council would change the parking at 
Wentworth after assessing the situation following the opening of the car park at 
the former Bunker site.     
MAIDEN’S WALK CAR PARK: A local resident asked if the Town Council was 
going to work with the County Council to address the ongoing problems. 
Councillor Kennedy advised that the County Council is trying to address the 
issue. 
EGGER: A local resident asked if the Town Council had any update from Matt 
Baker (Service Director Climate Change, Business Intelligence and Performance, 
Northumberland County Council) regarding his meeting at Egger. He was 
advised this was a private meeting so no information was known.  
WENTWORTH TOILETS: A local resident asked about progress as the County 
Council had stated there was funding in 2021. He also mentioned the smell at the 
Tyne Green toilets. Councillor Cessford advised that the toilets at Wentworth and 
St Mary’s Wynd were being given a complete refurbishment first, so those at St 
Mary’s Wynd are being reopened. The other toilets are also being brought up to 
standard and he has asked for them all to be put on a regular steam cleaning 
schedule. 
CEMETERY GREENHOUSE: A local resident asked about potential use of this. 
Councillor O’Farrell advised it could only be used seasonally but that she would 
explore possibilities. 
 

7953. JUNE COUNCIL MEETING: Councillor D Kennedy, the Town Mayor, opened the 
meeting. Also present were Councillors A Baty, T Cessford, M Domingue, S 
Fairless-Aitken, P Grennan, F Hartland, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell, T Pearson, A 
Smith and L Williscroft-Ferris. 
  

7954. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Ball and Bell. 
 

7955. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest made.  
 

7956. MINUTES: The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 9 May 
2022, having been circulated, were AGREED. 
  

7957. MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising.   
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7958. LOCAL POLICING: Acting Inspector Kate Benson advised that Hexham has the 
fourth lowest crime levels in the region, with 326 crimes reported since 1 January 
2022. Calls to the Police have increased, including regarding mental health 
incidents that are not crime-related, but there are much higher figures in Blyth, 
North Shields and Wallsend. The top three types of incident relate to violence, 
public order and theft/handling of stolen goods. The Police are working with 
residents, visiting local shops to tackle illegal drinking, and 25 letters have been 
sent to offenders’ parents. Out of 45 thefts, 18 were from Tesco. From 15 
recorded burglaries, 8 were from businesses, some from properties being 
renovated or sheds, and 4 from the former Hexham Middle School site. There 
have been 7 drug related crimes and 2 offences of supplying illegal drugs. Out of 
176 traffic incidents in the County, 32 were in Hexham.  
She also advised that some work has been done with McDonalds and at local 
schools regarding any antisocial behaviour; on vagrancy; and that there were 
some issues with this year’s Appleby Horse Fair clashing with the Hexham 
Regatta with some travellers used a field not previously used.       
  

7959. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. Councillor Kennedy advised the meeting of the 
following for information: 

a. NCC CARBON GRANTS: He had attended an event on this. 
b. CYCLING MINDS: He had been to the opening. 
c. JAZZ FESTIVAL: He had enjoyed this festival in mid-May. 
d. BOOK FESTIVAL: He noted this was ongoing until 19 June. 
e. HEWSON COURT: He enjoyed this Jubilee event on 27 May. 
f. GATEWAY IN THE COMMUNITY: He had been to a Jubilee event.  
g. QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY TREE PLANTING: On 2 June he had 

dedicated a Wellingtonia Whip at Corbridge Road.  
h. JUBILEE CEILIDH IN MARKET PLACE: This had been an enjoyable 

event on 2 June, following dancing by the Hexham Morris Team and 
leading up to the lighting of a beacon on the Moot Hall roof. 

i. JUBILEE LUNCHES: These had been held in Fore Street, Priestlands and 
at the Old Middle School site on 5 June.  

j. MR WOLF: He had been delighted to open their new and larger store. 
k. UNPACKING YOUR PLACE: With Councillors Smith, Fairless-Aitken and 

the Clerk, and representatives from the County Council, Hexham 
businesses, Youth Initiative, Community Partnership and other 
organisations such as the Food Bank, he attended this workshop on 4 
May. A report from the consultant who led the event is pending.  

l. HSHAZ PUBLIC REALM: On 5 May, with most of the other Town 
Councillors also present, two County Council Officers gave advice on the 
pending consultation. 

m. BELLMEN: He thanked Joe Mills and Helen Wearmouth for their excellent 
work at the Jubilee events. 

n. GREEN FLAG: He noted this year’s judging had taken place at St 
Andrew’s Cemetery on 30 May.  

o. BANDSTAND SESSIONS: He is looking forward to these starting on 19 
June. 

7960. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: It was AGREED to authorise payments in 
accordance with the lists that had been circulated and attached to the agenda.    
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7961. ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AND 
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT: It was noted that the Council must approve annual 
governance and accounting statements for the year ending 31 March 2022 and 
then submit them to its external auditors, PKF Littlejohn. It was AGREED to 
approve the following annual governance statement and annual accounting 
statement: 
 
Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 
 
 

We acknowledge as the members of Hexham Town 
Council our responsibility for ensuring that there is a 
sound system of internal control, including 
arrangements for the preparation of the Accounting 
Statements. We confirm, to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, with respect to the 
Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 
March 2022, that: 
 

The statements below 
mean the Council 
has: 

 

We have put in place arrangements for effective 
financial management during the year, and for the 
preparation of the accounting statements. 

Prepared the 
accounting 
statements in 
accordance with the 
Accounts and Audit 
Regulations. 

Yes 

We maintained an adequate system of internal 
control including measures designed to prevent and 
detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its 
effectiveness. 

Made proper 
arrangements and 
accepted 
responsibility for 
safeguarding the 
public money and 
resources in its 
charge. 

Yes 

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or potential non-
compliance with laws, regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial 
effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its 
business or manage its finances. 
 

Has only done what it 
has the legal power 
to do and has 
complied with Proper 
Practices in doing so. 

Yes 

We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with 
the requirements of the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations. 

During the year gave 
all persons interested 
the opportunity to 
inspect and ask 
questions about 
this authority’s 
accounts. 

Yes 

We carried out an assessment of the risks facing 
this authority and took appropriate steps to manage 
those risks, including the introduction of internal 
controls and/or external insurance cover where 
required. 

Considered and 
documented the 
financial and other 
risks it faces and has 
dealt with them 
properly. 

Yes 
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We maintained throughout the year an adequate 
and effective system of internal audit of the 
accounting records and control systems. 

Arranged for a 
competent person, 
independent of the 
financial controls and 
procedures, to give an 
objective view on 
whether internal 
controls meet the 
needs of this 
smaller authority. 

Yes 

We took appropriate action on all matters raised in 
reports from internal and external audit. 

Responded to 
matters brought to its 
attention by internal 
and external audit. 

Yes 

We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring 
either during or after the year-end, have a financial 
impact on this authority and, where appropriate, 
have included them in the accounting statements. 

Disclosed everything 
it should have about 
its business activity 
during the year 
including events 
taking place after 
the year end if 
relevant. 

Yes 

Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as 
the sole managing trustee we discharged our 
accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, 
including financial reporting and, if required, 
independent examination or audit. 

The Council is not a 
sole managing 
trustee of any local 
trust or trusts. 

N/A 

 

Annual Accounting Statement 
 

 Y/E 31/03/21 (£) Y/E 31/03/22 (£)  
Balances brought forward 145,601 83,755 Balance at  

year start 
+ Annual precept 333,000 340,000 Precept 

received 
+ Total other receipts 103,667 124,851 All income  

less precept 
- Staff costs 180,518 183,290 All costs for 

staff 
- Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

9,903 9,903 Capital &  
Interest on 
loans 

- All other payments 308,092 300,839 Payments less staf
and 
loans 

= Balance carried forward 83,755 54,574 Balance at 
year end 

Note: vat debtor    
Total value of cash/short 
term investments 

70,726 42,886 Bank balances 

Total fixed assets plus long 
term investments and 
assets 

1,577,058 1,577,058 Fixed assets 
(Premises 
etc.) 

Total borrowings 177,424 175,445 Total due 
PWLB loans 

Trust funds None None  
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The annual accounting statement is certified and signed: “I, Jane 
Kevan, RFO, certify that for the year ending 31 March 2022 the 
accounting statement presents fairly the financial position of the 
Council and its income and expenditure.” 
 

Annual Internal Audit Report for 2021/22 
During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority’s internal 
auditor acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk, 
carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant 
procedures and controls to be in operation and obtained appropriate 
evidence from the authority. 
The internal audit for 2021/22 has been carried out in accordance with this 
authority’s needs and planned coverage. On the basis of the findings in the 
areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this 
table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are 
the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the 
control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a 
standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority. 

 

Internal control objective Agreed? 

Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the 
financial year. 

Yes 

This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were 
supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT was 
appropriately accounted for. 

Yes 

This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and 
reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage these. 

Yes 

The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary 
process; progress against the budget was regularly monitored; and 
reserves were appropriate. 

Yes 

Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly 
recorded and promptly banked, and VAT was appropriately accounted for. 

Yes 

Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash 
expenditure was approved and VAT appropriately accounted for. 

Yes 

Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in 
accordance with this authority’s approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements 
were properly applied. 

Yes 

Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly 
maintained. 

Yes 

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the 
year. 

Yes 

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the 
correct accounting basis (receipts and payments or income and 
expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit 
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors 
were properly recorded. 

Yes 

The authority publishes information on a free to access website up to date 
at the time of the internal audit in accordance with any relevant 
transparency code requirements. 

Yes 

The authority, during the previous year (2020-21) correctly provided for the 
period for the exercise of public rights as required by the Accounts and 
Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published on the website and/or 
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set). 

Yes 

The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2020/21 
AGAR 

Yes 

Trust funds. The Council met its responsibilities as a trustee. N/A 
Internal Audit carried out by Mark Bradley (Stokoe Rodger LLP) 
Signed this 25th day of May 2022 
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7962. PROPOSAL: The proposal from Councillor Smith was withdrawn. 
 

7963. DRAFT COMMITTEE MINUTES: The draft minutes for meetings of the Planning 
& Infrastructure, Community Engagement Remembrance Events Sub-
Committee, and Finance & General Purposes Committees held in May 2022 
were NOTED. Councillor Cessford referred to the Remembrance Events Sub-
Committee minutes, noting potential changes to the traditional service. Councillor 
Williscroft-Ferris advised no changes have yet been agreed and that any 
Councillor may join the meetings if they wish.    
 

7964. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED. (Note: wherever possible, all 
communications addressed to the Council are circulated to Councillors for 
information as and when received.) It was noted that Councillors had been 
circulated information on: 
 

a. NALC e-news 
b. CAN e-news 
c. Northumberland CVA Support Services ebulletins and Job/Trustee 

vacancies  
d. Funding ebulletin 
e. Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders – Eilansgate, Fellside and Wydon 

Park 
f. Hexham Space for Nature on wildlife “tours” 
g. Invitation to Hexham Civic Society AGM on 23 May 
h. Invitation from Tynedale Hospice at Home to charity luncheon on 31 May 
i. Carers Northumberland on Carers Week 6-12 June 
j. Living Wage Foundation update  
k. Northumberland Day 2022 
l. NCC Climate Website Consultation 
m. Hexham Bluegrass Festival showcasing event at Core Music on 8 June 
n. Updates on the repairs to the damaged column at the Shambles 
o. Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment consultation 
p. 2023-24 LTP Programme consultation 
q. Info on supporting NCC applying for Playzone funding 
r. Invitation to the opening of Travelodge, Hexham on 4 July 
s. NCC info on a one way system in Hencotes in July/August for footpath 

reflagging work 
t. List of Events in Hexham in June and July (from HCP) 
u. NCC decision letter regarding Wentworth and Alemouth Road car parks     

 
7965. NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Council will be held on 11 July 2022 at 

6.00pm at the Great Hall, Hexham Abbey.   
 
 
Chairman ……………………………………………… 

 
Signed as a correct record of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 13 
June 2022. 
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Under the Code of Conduct adopted by the Council on 3 September 2012 
Councillors must declare if they have a disclosable interest in any matters under 
consideration. 
 
To do so Councillors must use one of the following statements: 
 

  “I have a disclosable pecuniary interest 
in…………………………………………………. (for example) Agenda item 
3, Planning application number 14/1234”. 

(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraphs 11&15 apply). 
 

 “I have a disclosable personal interest 
in………………………………………………….... (for example) Agenda item 
4, Grant aid application by Hexham Youth Initiative 

(NOTE: Code of Conduct paragraph 13 applies). 
 
Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Code of Conduct regarding the 
definitions of (A) pecuniary interest and (B) other personal interest and their 
obligations when declaring any such interests. 
 
To ensure Councillors’ interests are correctly minuted please use one of the above 
statements when declaring an interest. 
 
 
NB. Should a Councillor wish to take part in the consideration and voting on a matter 
or matters in which he/she has a disclosable interest then they may request a 
dispensation be granted to enable them to take part in the discussion and voting on it 
but at least 10 days’ notice must be given for any dispensation request.  
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 11 JULY 2022  
Payments are authorised by LGA 1972 s14, 144, 145, 214 or 215 or PCA 1957 

 
Payee Detail Amount VAT Net Cheque 

number 
Ref. 

Safe and 
Secure 24 

Alarm systems 24 
hour monitoring 

15.60 2.60 13.00 DD 7380 

HSBC Bank charges 
(June) 

16.00 0 16.00 DD 5060 

Unity Trust 
Bank 

Service charge 
and debit interest 

19.74 0 19.74 DD 5060 

Multipay 
Card 

Monthly fee 3.00 0 3.00 Multipay 
card 

5060 

MFG Hexham Diesel (June) 685.19 114.21 570.98 Visa/ 
Multicard 

7310 

EE & T 
Mobile 

Accounts (June) 76.06 12.68 63.38 DD 5010 

Ford Lease Road Fund 
Licence renewal 
for Transit Tipper 

40.00 0 40.00 DD 7315 

BNP Paribas 
Leasing 
Solutions 

Mini excavator 
monthly rental 

322.31 53.72 268.59 DD 7315 

John Deere 
Bank 

Tractor monthly 
lease payment 

726.09 121.01 605.08 DD 7315 

NCC (wages 
and PAYE) 

May 12684.71 0 12684.71 Bank 
Transfer 

6020 

NCC (pension 
fund) 

May 2441.63 0 2441.63 Bank 
Transfer 

6030 

NCC (payroll 
admin fee) 

6 payslips @ 
£4.167 (May) 

29.95 4.99 24.96 Bank 
Transfer 

6020 

Octopus 
Energy Limited 

Cemetery 
Electricity (May) 

310.82 51.80 259.02 DD 7370 

Octopus 
Energy Limited 

Abbey Floodlights 
electricity (May) 

190.99 31.83 159.16 DD 7450 

Onecom 
Limited 

Phone and 
Broadband (June) 

115.49 19.25 96.24 DD 5010 

ITC Service 
Limited 

Monthly 
PC/laptops 
maintenance and 
cloud fees (May/Jun) 

109.80 18.30 91.50 DD 7830 

Zoom Video 
Communications  

Monthly fee (June) 14.39 2.40 11.99 Multipay 
card 

5100 

Amy 
Hemmings 

Grow Hexham 
work 

250.49 0 250.49 Bank 
Transfer 

7225 

Care Check 
Ltd 

1 DBS fee 30.00 0 30.00 Multipay 
card 

7225 

Down to Compost, moss, 291.34 48.56 242.78 Multipay 7120 
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Earth landscape bark, 
Growmore 

card 

Hexham 
Book Festival 

Funding for bell 
tent and awning 
hire 

1200.00 0 1200.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6096 

NCC Recharge for 
Priestpopple By 
Election 24/3/2022 

8549.36 0 8549.36 Bank 
Transfer 

5090 

Thompsons 
of Prudhoe 
Limited 

Topsoil 186.82 31.14 155.68 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

GS Skip Hire Replacement skip 
at Cemetery 

288.00 48.00 240.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Sutcliffe Play 
Ltd 

6 swing seats 418.97 69.83 349.14 Bank 
Transfer 

7210 

Hexham 
Farmers 
Market Ltd 

Stall hire 12/3 and 
14/5/22 

32.50 0 32.50 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

Lister 
Recycling & 
Waste 
Management 
Limited 

2 skips at East 
End litter pick 
organised by 
Community 
Grocery 

690.00 115.00 575.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

Dave Hignett Bugler at Jubilee 
event 

80.00 0 80.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Stuart Brislen 
(Dairyman) 

Milk  30.72 0 30.72 Bank 
Transfer 

6010 

Core Music Funding for the 
2022 bandstand 
sessions 

5000.00 0 5000.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5145 

Rural 
Services 
Partnership 
Limited 

Annual 
membership 
1/4/22-31/3/23 

156.00 26.00 130.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5050 

Lyreco UK 
Limited 

Ink cartridges and 
recycled paper  

506.44 84.41 422.03 Bank 
Transfer 

5030 

Newsquest 
Media Group 

Advertising of 
Jubilee events 

178.80 29.80 149.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Rickerby Ltd Tractor/bowser 
work 

156.35 26.06 130.29 Bank 
Transfer 

7320 

Joe Mills Hire of Bellman 
costume 

76.45 0 76.45 Bank 
Transfer 

5135 

Discount 
Displays 
Limited 

Noticeboard for 
Grow Hexham 
shed 

101.94 16.99 84.95 Multipay 
Card 

7225 

Jacksons 
Timber 

Sleepers for Grow 
Hexham shed 

137.60 22.93 114.67 Bank 
Transfer 

7225 

Top Signs 
Limited 

Hexham Market 
800 Years banners 

810.00 135.00 675.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 
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Stokoe 
Rodger LLP 

Internal audit 
2021/22 

1578.00 263.00 1315.00 Bank 
Transfer 

6000 

Hexham 
Abbey 
Trading 
Limited 

Hire of room for 
HSHAZ Public 
Realm briefing 

80.00 13.33 66.67 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

NCC Jubilee road 
closures 

200.00 0 200.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Coulson 
Construction 
Ltd 

Haulage of topsoil 72.00 12.00 60.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Ginnie 
O’Farrell 

Plants 65.00 0 65.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7120 

Ginnie 
O’Farrell 

Bunting and flags 26.98 0 26.98 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Metcalfe 
Plant Hire Ltd 

Mini digger training 570.72 95.12 475.60 Bank 
Transfer 

6080 

Playsafety 
Limited 

Annual RoSPA 
reports on play 
areas 

844.20 140.70 703.50 Bank 
Transfer 

7200 

Clare 
Mwande 

Bunting and flags 
from YTC Hexham 

21.41 0 21.41 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Derek’s Shoe 
Bar 

Bandstand Keys 11.90 0 11.90 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Shield Green 
Nurseries 

Plants  450.00 75.00 375.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7120 

Hutchinson 
Environmental 
Solutions Ltd 

Call out as sewage 
leak at Cemetery 

156.00 26.00 130.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7380 

Amina 
Mwande 

Singing at Jubilee 
events 

30.00 0 30.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Town 
Twinning 
Association 

Balance of cost of 
coach to Noyon  

150.00 0 150.00 Bank 
Transfer 

7870 

Top Signs 
Limited 

Hexham Market 
800 Years flags 

478.50 79.75 398.75 Bank 
Transfer 

7805 

Adapt NE Annual 
membership 

45.00 0 45.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5100 

StickerApp  Hexham Market 
800 Years logo 
stickers 

245.00 40.83 204.17 Multipay 
Card 

7805 

TOTALS  41998.26 1832.24 40166.02   
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 HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 11 JULY 2022 

 
Payee Detail Amount VAT Net  Cheque 

number 
Ref. 

Balance b/f     2087.30   
Stait Photo 4 framed 

Shopfront Award 
certificates 

27.96 0 27.96 Visa 5080 

Penfax Card for the above 1.00 0 1.00 Visa 5080 
Belle Burdon Prize for 800 

Market banner 
design 

50.00 0 50.00 Bank 
Transfer 

5080 

Balance fwd    2008.34   
 
 

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL – INCOME – JUNE 2022 
 

Credit from Detail Amount Invoice 
reference 

Date Ref. 

Various Cemetery charges 1707.00 HD2022/38 010622 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 592.00 HD2022/43 010622 4010 
Public Sector 
Deposit Fund 

Dividend 21.74  060622 4030 

Various Cemetery charges 960.00 HD2022/40 070622 4010 
HYI First Aid Course 120.00 FirstAid/HYI 150622 6080 
Various Cemetery charges 385.00 HD2022/42 160622 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 1426.00 HDW2022/39 210622 4010 
Hexham 
Abbey 

First Aid Course 120.00 FirstAid/ABBEY 220622 6080 

Various Cemetery charges 1937.00 HD2022/41 240622 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 575.00 HD2020/51a 280622 4010 
Various Cemetery charges 575.00 HD2022/31a 280622 4010 
TOTAL  8418.74    
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL  
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY 

 
The Council engages with local residents and organisations in various ways but has 
not previously adopted a Community Engagement policy. However, this is needed as 
part of the criteria of applying for Quality status under the Local Council Award 
Scheme and the following policy is therefore recommended to Full Council to adopt. 
 

 
 

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY 

 
1. Introduction 

This document sets out the role of community engagement and its importance, how 
the Council engages the wider community and identifies its needs and aspirations, 
and how the Council can improve community engagement. 
The objectives of the policy are to: 

 Encourage effective local community engagement. 
 Ensure that throughout the Council there is clear understanding of the need to 

engage with communities about decisions that affect them. 
 Enable aspirations/comments/suggestions obtained from community 

engagement to have an impact on decision making and the way services are 
delivered. 

 Identify how the Council can enhance its profile by improving engagement 
with the wider community (with specific reference to hard-to-reach groups). 
 

2. Community Engagement – An Overview 

Community engagement is concerned with giving local people a voice and involving 
them in decisions which affect them and their community. This may include 
individuals, voluntary and community organisations as well as other public sector 
bodies. 
It provides opportunities for local people to talk to the Council about their aspirations 
and/or needs in the community and neighbourhood. It allows the Council to consult 
with and inform people about the services provided, how it determines its priorities, 
how policies are determined and how well it is performing. 
The term “stakeholder” refers to a wide range of people and groups that could 
include residents, visitors, businesses, voluntary organisations and others who have 
an interest in the Council. 
Hard to reach groups refers to those who experience social exclusion and are 
sometimes perceived as being disempowered. Some examples include young 
people, elderly people, people with physical disabilities, those for whom English is 
not their first language, low-income household, those who experience cultural 
differences or challenging social expectations, black and minority ethnic residents 
and members of the LGBT+ community. The Town Council does and will put effort 
into seeking their views but also recognises they sometimes exclude themselves 
through personal choice. 



 

Page 14 of 32 
 

The key aspects of community engagement include: 
 Development of a network of relationships between the Council, individuals, 

voluntary and community groups. 
 Clear and open communication to ensure that information is made accessible 

to all groups. 
 Listening and understanding from a range of people to identify aspirations, 

needs and problems of local people and groups. 

Effective and meaningful community engagement can provide several benefits: 
 The problems and needs of local people are clearly identified in order that 

appropriate new or improved facilities/services can be provided. 
 Those participating feel empowered by being involved in decision making in 

their local community. 
 This may result in enhanced leadership and greater interest in elections and 

standing for Council. 
 

3. Hexham Town Council and Community Engagement 

The Town Council will facilitate community engagement in the following ways: 
 Make information available on what decisions are being considered and how 

residents can influence or contribute to the discussions. Methods used to 
ensure engagement will include the Town Council website, Town Council 
noticeboard, the Town Council and Hexham Community Partnership 
newsletter, Tyne Valley Express, Councillors attending the Farmers Market, 
press releases to the Hexham Courant, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, reports, 
emails (where permission is given), collaboration with key partners and word 
of mouth.  

 All meetings of the Town Council and its Committees are open to the press 
and public and the first item on Full Council meeting agendas is to hear 
questions from Hexham residents regarding matters on the agenda or relating 
to Hexham, in line with the Council’s Standing Orders. Residents can access 
agendas for meetings via the Town Council website and noticeboard. Copies 
of the agenda are also made available at the meetings. 

 Facilities also exist where residents can, where appropriate or necessary, 
make written or verbal reports or present petitions to Councillors. 

 Planning applications are considered at Planning and Infrastructure 
Committee meetings usually held every three weeks. The opportunities for 
people to submit a written representation or speak applies equally at these 
meetings and equal opportunity is given to applicants, supporters, objectors 
and local community groups. 

 The Town Clerk’s office is required to play a neutral role so that residents can 
be fully involved and be confident that they are receiving unbiased information 
and support. This neutral involvement will allow more flexibility in the service 
and the personal element of the contact will hopefully encourage more 
involvement from the hard-to-reach members of the community. 

 Details of how to contact the Town Clerk’s office is displayed on the 
noticeboard, Town Council website, Facebook and Twitter. Details of how to 
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contact Councillors is also displayed on the noticeboard and Town Council 
website.  

 A list of Full Council meeting dates, and those of upcoming Committee 
meetings, including the start times and agendas when issued can be found on 
the Town Council website. 

 The Town Council will be open and accountable in its dealing with residents 
and the community. It makes information on its policies and procedures freely 
available.     

 The Town Council will be receptive to requests from residents or communities 
and will attempt to be flexible in order to ensure their opinions are known not 
only to the Town Council but also to other organisations. This may be by 
including an item for discussion on an agenda or allowing a local group to put 
its opinions into an official report undertaken by the Town Council. 

 The Town Council will operate a gateway service from its office to ensure 
local people and communities are referred to the correct organisation, officer 
or Town Councillor where the Town Council cannot resolve their issue directly 
and make sure the public are aware of the ways that they can use the 
relevant systems to make their views known. 

 Town Councillors will continue to represent the Council on various outside 
bodies, to ensure that they are kept informed of the community’s needs. 

 The Town Council will continue to invite a wide variety of speakers to Full 
Council meetings, to engage the local community. 

 The Town Council will continue to arrange free to attend annual events such 
as the Remembrance Day parade, Christmas lights switch-on and Bandstand 
sessions, as well as some one-off events.   
 

4. Communication 

Hexham Town Council is committed to improving community engagement by: 
 Continuing all the above activities and services and improving relationships 

with community groups, including developing measures to harness the views 
and opinions of people and groups who are often missed out of community 
engagement activities. 

 Being proactive and willing to consider any reasonable opportunities that 
support its purpose of making information available and increasing 
contributions from the community, especially those difficult to reach. 

 Considering the holding of a public meeting when dealing with controversial 
issues that affect the community. 

 Consider holding consultations and surveys when necessary and appropriate 
and make results available. 

 Continuing to work in partnership to review community led policies such as 
the Hexham Neighbourhood Plan. It will also ensure that priorities from such 
policies including aspirations are built into its own Action Plan. 

 Identifying and embracing opportunities to work with other local community 
groups when the need arises. 

 Publicising the positive results that have been achieved from working 
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relationships between the Town Council and other community groups in order 
to encourage new relationships and partnerships and to raise community 
spirit. 

 Promoting elections, the importance of the democratic process and the value 
of being a Councillor. 

 Promoting the value to the town of volunteering. 
 

5. Freedom of Information     

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this policy will be posted on 
the Council website and copies will be available from the Town Council office. 
 
6. Outcomes 

The outcomes the Council is striving for and against which the success of this policy 
will be measured are: 

 Improved communication through the establishment of new channels of 
engagement. 

 More residents understanding the role of Town Councillors. 
 Improved engagement with local communities, with more people feeling that 

they are involved in decision-making and a higher percentage of people 
involved in volunteering. 

 Improved satisfaction with services provided by the Council. 

 
Adopted 11 July 2022 – Date for Review: July 2023. 
clerk@hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
    
 
 
 
 

 
  

 



 

Page 17 of 32 
 

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL  
11 JULY 2022 

 
Resolve the Required Criteria is in Place for the Local Council Award Scheme: 

Quality Award 
 

The Local Council Award Scheme exists to celebrate the successes of the very best 
local Councils, and to provide a framework to support all local Councils to meet their 
full potential. There are three levels: Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold. 
 
The Foundation award is for Councils who want to show they meet a set of minimum 
standards to deliver effectively for their communities. For this award a Council must 
demonstrate that it has the required documentation and information in place for 
operating lawfully and according to standard practice. The Council must also have 
policies for training for its Councillors and officers and so have the foundations for 
improvement and development in place.  
 
Hexham Town Council was given the Foundation award in October 2018. 
 
The Council’s current Action Plan, agreed on 11 October 2021, includes the aim of 
gaining Quality status.  
 
The Quality Award demonstrates that a Council achieves good practice in 
governance, community engagement and Council improvement. Quality Councils go 
above and beyond their legal obligations, leading their communities and continuously 
seeking opportunities to improve and develop even further. To achieve the Quality 
Award a Council has to demonstrate that it meets all requirements of the Foundation 
Award and has additional evidence of good governance, effective community 
engagement and Council improvement. 
 
The Council is registered with the National Association of Local Councils for the 
Local Council Award Scheme and, to achieve the Quality award, has to confirm the 
required criteria (as below) are in place by resolution at a Full Council meeting and 
then notify and apply to the local accreditation panel coordinator, with the 
accreditation fee of £100.00.  
 
Criteria Do you 

meet 
these 
criteria? 

Where are these published online? 

Council policies that 
comply with current 
legislation and 
guidance and note 
the date of the next 
review. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/admin/ 
 

Draft minutes of all 
Council and 
Committee meetings 
posted up as soon 
as possible after the 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/council-
agendas/ 
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meeting and within 
at least four weeks. 
The minutes show 
that the Council 
monitors its actions, 
internal controls and 
performance against 
the budget at least 
every three months. 

 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Draft-Finance-General-
Purposes-Committee-26-May-2022.pdf 
 

A community 
engagement policy 
demonstrating the 
Council’s 
commitment to 
hearing what people 
in the community 
think and 
communicating its 
own actions and 
decisions.  
The Council also 
gives grants to 
community 
organisations and 
publishes a grant 
awarding policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 

To add link 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/financial-
support/ 
 

Councillor profiles 
including  a photo 
and reference to the 
ward represented. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/councillors/ 
 

Evidence that the 
Council has in place 
light touch policies 
for managing Health 
and Safety, including 
its duty of care to 
staff and promoting 
equality in 
compliance with 
legislation. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Health-Safety-and-Risks-
Policy.pdf 
 
 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Equal-Opportunities-
Policy.pdf 
 

Evidence that 
electors can 
contribute to the 
Annual Town 
meeting. 

 Invitations to attend are in the local press and on the 
noticeboard. 

Action Plan that 
includes community 
engagement and a 
timetable. 
Budget that shows 
how the Action Plan 
is put into practice 
and manages risks 
to public money. 




 

https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Action-Plan-2021-25.pdf 
 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Budget-2022-23.pdf 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Financial-Risk-
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Assessment.pdf 
 

Annual Report and 
regular news 
bulletins. 
 
 
Three positive 
actions for the 
community in the 
last year. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Mayors-Annual-Report-2021-
22.pdf 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/news/ 
 
Free bandstand sessions, Grow Hexham, Net Zero 
Fair: 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/achievements/ 
 
 

Evidence of 
supporting the 
community in 
planning for its 
future.  

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-
plan/ 
 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Hexham-Net-Zero-Action-
Plan.pdf  
 

Evidence of 
promoting elections 
and the value of the 
democratic process. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/elections/ 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/become-a-
town-councillor/ 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/council-
structure/ 
 

Two thirds of the 
seats on the Council 
must be filled by 
Councillors who 
stood for election at 
either the last 
ordinary elections or 
a by-election. 

 All 14 Councillors were elected. 

Evidence of 
delegation of 
decision-making to 
Committees, Sub-
Committees and the 
Clerk. 

 https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/Standing-Orders-2021.pdf 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Financial-Regulations-
2021.pdf 
 

Evidence of how the 
Council handles 
correspondence with 
the public and takes 
a customer service 
approach. 

 Some recent correspondence attached. 

Evidence the Clerk 
is CiLCA qualified, is 
properly 
renumerated and 
has a contract in 
accordance with the 
terms and conditions 
set out in the 
national agreement 

 Copy of certificate attached. 
 
 
 
Copy of (anonymised) contract attached. 
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or in a local 
government 
scheme. 
Evidence of a formal 
appraisal process 
for staff. 
Evidence of a 
training budget and 
detailed record of 
training undertaken 
by staff and 
Councillors. 
Evidence of the 
Clerk achieving at 
least 12 CPD points 
every year. 










 

Forms used attached. 
 
 
£2000 in the 2022/23 budget for training: 
https://www.hexhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Budget-2022-23.pdf 
Training records attached. 
 
 
18 points achieved each year as the Clerk is a Principal 
Member of the Society of Local Council Clerks. 
Information on the last CPD year attached. 

  
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Councillors consider this report and pass the following 
resolution: 
 
“Hexham Town Council resolves that it meets all requirements for the Foundation 
Award and that the additional required criteria are in place for the Local Council 
Award Scheme: Quality Award.” 
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HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD IN JUNE 2022 

 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ONLINE ON 7 JUNE 2022  

 
1820.  PRESENT: Councillors Ord, Baty, Domingue, Grennan and Kennedy. 

  
1821. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Hartland and 

O’Farrell. 
 

1822. MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 17 May, having been circulated, 
were AGREED.  
 

1823. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. OLD GOODS SHED (minute 1809a and action log refers). It was 

noted that the Arch Company had still not responded to the letter 
sent on 21 April.  

b. EV CHARGING POINTS (minute 1809b and action log refers). It 
was noted that work on a map with suggested places is being 
progressed.  

c. SUBARU TRIANGLE WILDFLOWER AREA (minute 1809c). It was 
noted that the Committee would have liked earlier knowledge as 
only recently aware of the Jubilee tree planting.  

d. BINS (minute 1809d and action log refers). It was noted that the new 
bin at Alemouth Road is in place and being well used.  

e. FORMER HMS SITE/AFFORDABLE HOUSING (minute 1809e and 
action log refers). It was noted that two feasibility studies for 
possible use are ongoing.   

f. SOLAR PANELS AT THE CEMETERY (minute 1809f and action log 
refers). It was noted getting updated quotes and researching 
possible NCC funding is pending.  

g. EV CHARGING POINTS AT THE CEMETERY (minute 1809g and 
action log refers). It was noted this is still being pursued. 

h. ADDITIONAL ALLOTMENTS AT WYDON PARK (minute 1809h and 
action log refers). It was noted that NCC Estates is working on this.  

i. CEMETERY GATES (minute 1809i and action log refers). It was 
noted that more quotes are still being pursued. 

j. HEXHAM NET ZERO ACTION PLAN CHILDREN’S COMPETITION 
(minute 1809j and action log refers). A draft poster that will be sent 
out later this week was noted. 

k. CYCLING TRACK (minute 1809k and action log refers). It was noted 
that a meeting will be arranged soon. 

l. NOTICEBOARD (minute 1809l and action log refers). It was noted 
this is pending.   

m. BIRD FEEDERS (minute 1809m and action log refers). It was noted 
that sourcing costs for feed and bird feeders is pending.  

n. MARKET STALL RENT (minute 1809n and action log refers). It was 
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noted that checking the Tuesday market fee will be pursued. It was 
also agreed to check progress on the Hexham Business Group 
taking over running this market. 

o. NEAREST BIN SIGN AT WYDON RESERVOIR (minute 1809o and 
action log refers). It was noted this will be pursued. 

p. WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY PLAY EQUIPMENT (minute 1809p and 
action log refers). It was noted that researching potential funding (for 
accessible equipment and disabled accessible toilet provision) and 
publicising accessible equipment at the Sele play area is pending. It 
was noted that Councillor Kennedy will consult with the Tanga Club 
on what equipment would be most liked. 

q. NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL CLIMATE CHANGE 
FUNDING (minute 1812 and action log refers). It was noted that 
Councillors Baty and Domingue will pursue this. 

r. STREET FURNITURE (minute 1813 and action log refers). It was 
noted links to catalogues had been distributed. It was agreed that 
available Committee members meet at the Cemetery at 5.00pm on 
28 June to consider preferences (before the Committee meeting to 
start at 5.30pm). 

s. WHEELING RAMPS (minute 1814 and action log refers). It was 
agreed to request a NCC officer to meet on site at the steps near the 
Fox pub. 
 

1824. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Kennedy, as a Member of the 
NCC Tynedale Local Area Committee (Planning), declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in all planning applications and took no part in consideration of any of 
the applications.  
 

1825. NCC CLIMATE WEBSITE CONSULTATION: This was considered and it was 
AGREED that Councillors respond individually.   
 

1826. REQUEST FOR A BIN AT HEWSON COURT BUS STOP: This was 
AGREED. 
 

1827. PLAYZONES: It was AGREED to submit a response of the Town Council’s 
interest, preferably for an all-weather pitch in the East end of Hexham. 
  

1828. GROW HEXHAM: It was noted that Councillor Grennan and the Coordinator 
had handed out leaflets at the Quatre Bras allotments the day before. It was 
also noted that the shed has been delivered and that the Projects Officer will 
look at funding possibilities for the scheme to continue next year. 
 

1829. HEXHAM NET ZERO ACTION PLAN: No updates were noted.  
 

1830. CORRESPONDENCE:  
a) New guidance on outside lighting for events was noted. It was also 

noted this had been sent to NCC Planning. 
b) An update from Councillor Fairless-Aitken on the community hub and 
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film school possibilities at the former HMS site; Priory School; and 
Jubilee trees in Corbridge Road was noted. 

c) It was noted that the pre-application response (22/00276/PREAPP) 
was that planning permission is not needed to replace the out of date 
panels in the town but that a lawful development certificate, costing 
£115.00 plus VAT, is needed. In addition, advertisement consent is 
needed for any new signs larger than 0.3m but one application could 
cover multiple signs. It was AGREED to pursue an application and 
have the panels replaced. 

d) Information from Hexham Rowing Club on the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund was noted. It was further noted Councillors Cessford and 
Pearson have already expressed an interest and it was AGREED to 
ask them for further information.      
 

1831. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there were no objections to the 
applications received in accordance with the list circulated and attached to the 
agenda but, regarding 22/01548/FUL and 22/01549/LBC (5 Market Street), to 
ask that the planning authority consider and accommodate the neighbour’s 
concerns.  
 

1832. NEXT MEETING: It was noted that the date of the next Committee meeting 
will be Tuesday 28 June 2022 at 5.30pm at the Council office. 

 
 

Action Log 
 

Reinvite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to a 
meeting (minute 1823a). 

Clerk 

Work on a map for EV charging points (minute 
1823b). 

Councillors Domingue and 
Kennedy 

Check bins sited as agreed (minute 1823d) Clerk/Operations Manager 
To continue to consider former HMS site/affordable 
housing (minute 1823e) 

Councillors 
Baty/Domingue/Grennan/Ord 

Get updated quotes for solar panels at the Cemetery 
 
Research NCC funding for insulation (minute 1823f)  

Clerk 
 

Projects Officer 
Pursue EV charging points at Cemetery (minute 
1823g) 

Clerk/Councillor Ord   

Pursue NCC response re more allotments at Wydon 
Park (minute 1823h) 

Clerk 

Pursue more quotes for repair and repainting of 
Cemetery gates (minute 1823i) 

Projects Officer 

Progress Hexham Net Zero Action Plan children’s 
competition (minute 1823j) 

Councillor Domingue  

Set up meeting re Cycling Track (minute 1823k) Councillor Domingue/Clerk 
Order a noticeboard (minute 1823l) Clerk/Councillor Baty 
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Research costs for bird feed and feeders and arrange 
signage (minute 1823m)  

Projects Officer 

Check Tuesday Market Stall rent and progress on a 
takeover (minute 1823n) 

Clerk 

Arrange sign at Wydon (minute 1823o) Clerk 
Research potential funding, publicise accessible 
equipment at the Sele play area and research 
disabled accessible toilet funding.  
Also consult with the Tanga Club on preferred 
accessible equipment (minute 1823p) 

Projects Officer 
 
 

Councillor Kennedy 

Consider a project for NCC Climate Change Funding 
(minute 1823q)   

Councillors Baty and 
Domingue  

Consider street furniture catalogues (minute 1823r) All available Councillors 
Request a site meeting with NCC Officer re wheeling 
ramps (minute 1823s) 

Clerk 

Install a bin at Hewson Court bus stop (minute 1826) Operations Manager 
Respond to the Playzones correspondence (minute 
1827) 

Clerk 

Research funding possibilities to continue Grow 
Hexham (minute 1828) 

Projects Officer 

Pursue a lawful development certificate and 
replacement panels (minute 1831c) 

Clerk 

Contact Councillors Cessford and Pearson (minute 
1830d)  

Clerk 

 
 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 9 JUNE 2022 

 
 

794. PRESENT: Councillors L Williscroft-Ferris, M Domingue, S Fairless-
Aitken, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell, A Smith and T Pearson. Also present 
was Jez Light from Hexham Community Partnership and Lucy Crystal, 
Public Health specialist. 
 

795. CHAIRMAN: It was AGREED that Councillor Williscroft-Ferris be re-
elected Committee Chairman. 
 

796. COMMITTEE MEMBERS: It was noted the 2022/23 Committee 
members are Councillors S Ball, M Domingue, S Fairless-Aitken, P 
Grennan, D Kennedy, G O’Farrell, T Pearson, A Smith and L Williscroft-
Ferris.  
 

797. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor Ball. 
 

798. MINUTES of the meeting held on 28 April 2022, having been circulated, 
were AGREED.  
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799. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY (minute 782a and action log 

refers). It was noted this is in hand and it was agreed to 
remove it from the action log.     

b. POVERTY PROOFING (minute 782b and action log refers). It 
was noted the draft had been shared for any comments to be 
sent to the Chair. This will be on the next agenda to 
recommend to Full Council. 

c. ARTS PROJECT (minute 782f and action log refers). It was 
noted that the possibility of using bus shelters is being 
considered. 

d. MARKET ANNIVERSARY EVENT BALLAD (minute 782j and 
action log refers). It was noted that Councillor Grennan will 
update the Committee at the next meeting. 

e. HSHAZ PUBLIC REALM IDEAS (minute 786 and action log 
refers). It was noted some comments had been made at the 
most recent Councillors’ stall at the Farmers’ Market and that 
feedback is pending. 

f. JAZZ FESTIVAL (minute 787 and action log refers). It was 
noted this had been promoted on social media. 

g. PRESENTATIONS AT THE JUNE AND JULY FULL COUNCIL 
MEETINGS (minute 789 and action log refers). It was noted 
that there will be presentations from the Police and Town 
Twinning Association. 

h. BANDSTAND SESSIONS (minute 790 and action log refers). It 
was noted that a rota is being put together.  
     

800. REMEMBRANCE EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE: Minutes of the meeting 
held on 25 May 2022 were noted. 
 

801. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were 
made. 
 

802. 2023 HEXHAM LGBT PRIDE EVENT: It was noted that Councillor 
Williscroft-Ferris is to meet with representatives from Hexham Youth 
Initiative, No. 28 and Hexham Community Partnership to discuss this.  
 

803. COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS: It was AGREED to list this again on the 
next agenda. 
  

804. AWARDS: It was noted that Mayor’s Shopfront Awards are to be 
awarded monthly and it was also AGREED to present an Environmental 
Award. 
 

805. HEALTH AND WELLBEING: Lucy Crystal spoke to the Committee about 
the possibility of running a “happy and healthy” event in Hexham. She 
suggested options including a one-off event on various health topics, a 
workshop and newsletters. It was suggested she may wish to contact 
No. 28, Priestlands Residents Association, Cycling Minds, Hexham in 
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Bloom and Grow Hexham. It was AGREED for Lucy to put forward some 
ideas for the Council to consider supporting and for local residents’ 
thoughts to be requested at the next Councillors’ Farmers Market stall on 
9 July.    
 

806. UNPACKING YOUR PLACE: It was noted this event on 4 May had gone 
very well and that the related report is pending. 
 

807. HEXHAM COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP UPDATE: The list of summer 
events in Hexham was noted.   
 

808. 800 HEXHAM MARKET EVENT: It was noted that the High School Art 
Department had been commissioned for a logo design and a related 
press release is being prepared. Banners and flags will be displayed in 
and near the Market Place and a “living play” event will be held on 24 
September. A small amount of funding will come from the cancelled “Big 
Day Out” event and a grant application has been made to Historic 
England. There will also be a memory booth funded by the HSHAZ. The 
event will be professionally videoed and it was AGREED to consider 
additional stalls in Fore Street. 
 

809. 
 

BANDSTAND SESSION UPDATES: It was noted that the dates of the 
sessions are 19 June to 28 August, from noon to 2.00pm every Sunday. 
A rota for Councillors’ attending is being arranged. 
 

810. HEXHAM IN BLOOM AND TOWN TWINNING UPDATES: It was noted 
that all planting has been done and that the summer judging will be on 
13 July. Councillor O’Farrell is talking to Hextol Tans about a possible 
sensory garden and is considering how to get younger people involved 
with Hexham in Bloom.  
It was noted that the Town Twinning Committee AGM was held on 23 
May and that Marianne Corder is the new Chair. It was also noted that 
the naming of a roundabout (or two) is still being discussed and the 
Association is considering an online portal to link the three towns.     
 

811. HEXHAM 2030 CARBON NEUTRAL SCHOOLS COMPETITION: It was 
noted that a competition for young people’s ideas, designing a poster or 
making a 60 second video, is being arranged. 
 

812. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Committee meeting will 
be held online on Thursday 21 July 2022 at 6.00pm. 
 

 
 

Action Log 
 

List Poverty Proofing Policy on the next agenda (minute 
799b) 

Clerk 

List Tourism Strategy on the October agenda (minute 782d) Clerk 
Continue liaison with the Town Twinning Committee re arts Councillor Williscroft-
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project (minute 799c) Ferris 
Liaise with Core Music re: ballad (minute 799d) Councillor Grennan 
Attend Pride 2023 meeting (minute 802) Councillor Williscroft-

Ferris 
List Community Champions on the next agenda (minute 
803) 

Clerk 

Consider ideas given on health and wellbeing and consult 
local residents at the Farmers Market stall (minute 805)  

All  

 
 
 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
REMEMBRANCE EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22 JUNE 2022 

 
374. PRESENT: Councillors L Williscroft-Ferris, D Kennedy and S Fairless-

Aitken, Ms W Breach, Mrs C Westgate, Ms C Booth, Mr T G E 
Gillanders, Mr A Hodgson and Mr J Dumbrell.  
 

375. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mr P Clark.  
 

376. MINUTES of the meeting held on 25 May 2022, having been circulated, 
were AGREED.  
 

377. MATTERS ARISING:  
a. 3RHA (minute 369a and action log refers). It was noted that 

3RHA cannot yet confirm attendance on Remembrance Day.  
b. PEACE WALK (minute 369c and action log refers). It was noted 

that responses from the twin towns are still pending. If agreed, it 
was noted this should be on the Saturday afternoon (12 
November). 

c. CHILDREN’S POETRY COMPETITION (minute 371 and action 
log referred). It was noted that there has been an enthusiastic 
response from the High and Middle Schools. 

d. CIVILIAN GROUPS (minute 372a and action log refers). It was 
agreed to continue to consider this. 

e. OTHER FAITH GROUPS (minute 372b and action log refers). It 
was noted that representatives from the Jewish faith and Quakers 
would like to be involved. 

f. HEXHAM TOGETHER FOR UKRAINE (minute 372c and action 
log refers). It was noted that the conversation about involvement 
on Remembrance Day will continue and that there may be a 
preference to be involved with the peace walk if it goes ahead. 

g. POETRY READINGS DURING THE WREATH LAYING (minute 
372d and action log refers). It was agreed to only have the 
Northumbrian pipes played whilst the wreaths are laid as poetry 
should be focused on separately.      

   
378. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were 

made. 
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379. CONSIDERATION OF REMEMBRANCE EVENTS 2022: The following 
were NOTED/AGREED: 

a) It was agreed to consider the Revd. David Glover’s suggested 
wording to read at the War Memorial so that a second service at 
the Abbey may no longer be held.  

b) It was agreed to contact the Royal British Legion to ask about 
progress on making wreaths recyclable. 

c) It was agreed to ask if a recycling bin could be placed in the 
Queen’s Hall to recycle poppies. 

d) Moving the perimeter fence will be considered, to make room for 
all in the parade. Alternatively, a plan to move the order of who 
follows the Armed Services and Youth Services (cadets) may be 
considered, so all children in the parade can see the service. 

e) It was agreed to consider if the event at the Cemetery on the 
Saturday could be shortened. 

f) The hospital Chaplain will be contacted to check arrangements for 
this year.   
 

380. NEXT MEETING: It was AGREED that the next Sub-Committee meeting 
will be held on Wednesday 13 July 2022 at 6.00pm. 
 

 
Action Log 

 
Request update from 3RHA re 
attendance (minute 377a) 

Ms W Breach and Councillor Williscroft-
Ferris 

Continue to discuss the peace walk 
possibility with the Town Twinning 
Association (minute 377b) 

Councillor Williscroft-Ferris/ C Booth 

Continue to work on the children’s poetry 
competition (minute 377c)  

Councillor Fairless-Aitken  

Consider how more civilian groups can 
be involved (minute 377d) 

All 

Invite other faith groups (minute 377e) Ms W Breach 
Keep in contact with Hexham Together 
for Ukraine (minute 377f) 

Councillor Williscroft-Ferris 

Consider David Glover’s suggested 
wording (minute 379a)  

Ms W Breach to obtain and circulate to 
All 

Contact RLB re wreaths (minute 379b) Councillor Fairless-Aitken 
Contact Queen’s Hall re poppy recycling 
bin (minute 379c) 

Councillor Fairless-Aitken 

Consider moving the fence/order of 
parade once extent of 3RHA involvement 
known (minute 379d) 

All 

Consider the Saturday event (minute 
379e) 

All 

Contact the hospital Chaplain (minute 
379f) 

Clerk 
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28 JUNE 2022  
 

1833.  PRESENT: Councillors Baty, Domingue, Hartland and Kennedy. 
  

1834. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Grennan and 
Ord. 
 

1835. MINUTES of the Committee meeting held 7 June, having been circulated, 
were AGREED.  
 

1836. MATTERS ARISING:  
 

OLD GOODS SHED (minute 1823a and action log refers). It was noted 
that the Arch Company had still not responded to the letter sent on 21 April 
or a subsequent email on 9 June.  
EV CHARGING POINTS (minute 1823b and action log refers). It was 
noted that work on a map with suggested places is still being progressed.  
BINS (minute 1823d and action log refers). It was noted that the new bins 
have been sited.  
FORMER HMS SITE/AFFORDABLE HOUSING (minute 1823e and action 
log refers). It was noted that consideration of possible use is ongoing.   
SOLAR PANELS AT THE CEMETERY (minute 1823f and action log 
refers). It was noted an email had been sent on 21 June for updated 
quotes and that researching possible NCC funding is pending.  
EV CHARGING POINTS AT THE CEMETERY (minute 1823g and action 
log refers). It was noted that a quote for an Electrical Installation Condition 
Report of all the Cemetery buildings has been accepted. Once completed, 
EV charging points will be pursued. 
ADDITIONAL ALLOTMENTS AT WYDON PARK (minute 1823h and action 
log refers). It was noted that NCC Estates is still working on this.  
CEMETERY GATES (minute 1823i and action log refers). It was noted that 
more quotes are still being pursued. It was agreed to apply for funding in 
case the initial quote is the only one received. 
HEXHAM NET ZERO ACTION PLAN CHILDREN’S COMPETITION 
(minute 1823j and action log refers). It was noted that the poster has been 
completed. 
CYCLING TRACK (minute 1823k and action log refers). It was noted that a 
meeting will be arranged very soon. 
NOTICEBOARD (minute 1823l and action log refers). It was noted that a 
board has been chosen and will be ordered.   
BIRD FEEDERS (minute 1823m and action log refers). Information on feed 
and bird feeders was noted.   
MARKET STALL (minute 1823n and action log refers). It was noted that 
the Hexham Business Group was meeting that evening with NCC 
regarding taking over the Tuesday market. 
NEAREST BIN SIGN AT WYDON RESERVOIR (minute 1823o and action 
log refers). It was noted this will be pursued. 
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WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY PLAY EQUIPMENT (minute 1823p and action 
log refers). It was noted that there is currently potential S106 funding (for 
accessible equipment and disabled accessible toilet provision) and 
publicising accessible equipment at the Sele play area is pending. Up to 
£5000 further funding from McCarthy Stone may also be possible. It was 
further noted that Councillor Kennedy will consult with the Tanga Club on 
what equipment would be most liked. 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL CLIMATE CHANGE FUNDING 
(minute 1823q and action log refers). It was noted that Councillors Baty 
and Domingue are considering this. 
STREET FURNITURE (minute 1823r and action log refers). It was agreed 
that traditional high quality metal seating was preferred for the HSHAZ 
area. 
WHEELING RAMPS (minute 1823s and action log refers). It was noted 
that an email had been sent on 8 June requesting a NCC officer to meet 
on site at the steps near the Fox pub. There has been no reply so a further 
email will be sent. 
BIN AT HEWSON COURT BUS STOP (minute 1826 and action log 
refers). It was noted that this has not yet been done. 
PLAYZONES (minute 1827 and action log refers). It was noted that a 
response had been submitted. 
GROW HEXHAM (minute 1828 and action log refers). It was noted that a 
grant bid has been submitted for further funding. 
HERITAGE PANELS (minute 1830c and action log refers). It was noted 
that a response from NCC Planning is awaited and then a lawful 
development certificate will be applied for. 
HEXHAM ROWING CLUB AND FUNDING (minute 1830d and action log 
refers). It was noted that information from Councillor Cessford is pending. 

 
1837. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Councillor Kennedy, as a Member of the 

NCC Tynedale Local Area Committee (Planning), declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in all planning applications and left the meeting before consideration 
of any of the applications.  
 

1838. CEMETERY GREENHOUSE:  Consideration of this was deferred.   
 

1839. HEXHAM HOUSING NEED SURVEY: It was AGREED to complete this by 
the deadline of 4 July. 
 

1840. GROW HEXHAM: No updates were noted. 
 

1841. HEXHAM NET ZERO ACTION PLAN: No updates were noted other than a 
further Fair is being planned.  
 

1842. CORRESPONDENCE:  
e) BIN AT TOP OF WESTFIELD TERRACE: It was AGREED to replace 

the broken lamppost bin near Tynedale Terrace with a full size bin. 
f) ROSPA REPORTS: A summary of this year’s reports was noted. 
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g) NORTHUMBERLAND TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL CLIMATE 
CHANGE TOOLKIT: This, and the case study on Hexham, was noted. 

h) PROPOSED EXTRACTION OF MINERALS AT ANICK HAUGHS: It 
was AGREED to send a statement from the Committee about its 
concerns regarding increased traffic, noise and pollution, loss of farm 
land, unnecessary mineral extraction, etc.      
 

1843. PLANNING APPLICATIONS: It was AGREED there were no objections to the 
applications received in accordance with the list circulated and attached to the 
agenda.  
 

1844. NEXT MEETING: It was noted that the date of the next Committee meeting 
will be Tuesday 19 July 2022 at 5.30pm. 

 
 

Action Log 
 

Reinvite the owners of the Old Goods Shed to a 
meeting (minute 1836a). 

Clerk 

Work on a map for EV charging points (minute 
1836b). 

Councillor Domingue  

To continue to consider former HMS site/affordable 
housing (minute 1836d) 

Councillors 
Baty/Domingue/Grennan/Ord 

Pursue updated quotes for solar panels at the 
Cemetery 
 
Research NCC funding for insulation (minute 1836e)  

Clerk 
 

Projects Officer 

Pursue EICR then EV charging points at Cemetery 
(minute 1836f) 

Clerk/Councillor Ord   

Pursue NCC response re more allotments at Wydon 
Park (minute 1836g) 

Clerk 

Pursue more quotes for repair and repainting of 
Cemetery gates, and submit funding bid (minute 
1836h) 

Projects Officer 

Progress Hexham Net Zero Action Plan children’s 
competition (minute 1836i) 

Councillor Domingue  

Set up meeting re Cycling Track (minute 1836j) Councillor Domingue/Clerk 
Order a noticeboard (minute 1836k) Clerk 
Consider bird feed and feeders and arrange signage 
(minute 1836l)  

Projects Officer 

Check Tuesday Market Stall takeover progress 
(minute 1836m) 

Clerk 

Arrange sign at Wydon (minute 1836n) Clerk 
Publicise accessible equipment at the Sele play area. 
Consider funding application for the Tyne Green play 
area once consulted with the Tanga Club on 

Projects Officer 
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preferred accessible equipment (minute 1836o) Councillor Kennedy 
Consider a project for NCC Climate Change Funding 
(minute 1836p)   

Councillors Baty and 
Domingue  

Submit preference on type of street furniture for the 
HSHAZ (minute 1836q) 

Clerk 

Send further request for a site meeting with NCC 
Officer re wheeling ramps (minute 1836r) 

Clerk 

Install a bin at Hewson Court bus stop (minute 
1836s) 

Operations Manager 

Pursue response from NCC re a lawful development 
certificate and replacement panels (minute 1836v) 

Clerk 

Contact Councillor Cessford re Hexham Rowing Club 
(minute 1836w)  

Clerk 

List Cemetery greenhouse on the next agenda 
(minute 1838) 

Clerk 

Complete Housing Need Survey (minute 1839) Councillors Baty and 
Hartland 

Place bin at Westfield Terrace (minute 1842a) Operations Manager 
Write to NCC re proposed extraction of minerals at 
Anick Haughs (minute 1842d) 

Clerk 

 
 
 


